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A Word from the Dean 

FREE INDEED 
 

“So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
John 8;36 

 

October 31, 2017 marks the 500th Anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation – 500 years to the day when 
Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses to the door of the church in Wittenberg, Germany, an event which is 
universally acknowledged as the spark which set off the movement that would forever change the face of 
the Western Church and, in many ways, usher in the modern era in European history.  This year there 
have been numerous commemorations and observances to mark this anniversary, exploring the meaning 
of the Reformation from a number of vantage points – religiously, politically, theologically, socially, 
historically, and in other ways.  But perhaps the best way to describe the meaning of the Reformation is 
to see it as a declaration of freedom – a declaration of Christian freedom given to us by the grace of God 
through our Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus. 
 

Martin Luther describes this freedom in this way, in his treatise, “On Christian Freedom”: 
 A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject to none. 
 A Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to all. 
While these two statements may sound contradictory to one another, they are attested by a clear reading 
of Scripture, such as in Paul’s writings:  "Though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself a 
servant unto all" (I Cor. ix. 19), and "Owe no man anything but to love one another" (Rom. xiii. 8). 
 

For Luther this Gospel freedom had become obscured by the practices and teachings of the Roman 
Catholic Church in his day which made it appear that one must “earn” one’s way into God’s good graces 
by the performing of certain good works.  And for the vast majority who could not attain to this level of 
righteousness, one could access the merits of those saints who had done more than is required.  All of this 
made forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life a transaction made between the sinner and God.   
 

What Luther proclaimed with such power and persistence was that our forgiveness, salvation, and life are 
won for us as a gift by Christ alone, through His grace alone, received by faith alone.  This message was 
received by many as a blast of fresh air, freeing us from the tyranny of having to prove ourselves before 
God.  And it is a message that needs to be proclaimed anew in each generation, as we are constantly 
tempted to “fall back into slavery”, as Paul puts it. 
 

In our day, we find ourselves in the midst of a reformation in the church, as well.  Although not as 
dramatic nor as destructive as the divisions that engulfed the Church in the 16th century, the dividing line 
is once again along the lines of Christian freedom.  Only today, it is the second half of Christian freedom 
that has been obscured – obscured by the culture of individualism and personal autonomy so prevalent in 
our day.  The culture that sees no law but the law within one’s self, which acknowledges no authority but 
the authority of the self, that recognizes no truth but the truth of the heart, has seeped into the Church in 
such a way that everything is up for grabs, even the truth of the Gospel itself.  Once again, there is a need 
to call the Church back to a reliance on the Word of God as the true and trustworthy authority for our life 
as God’s people.  Once again, there is a need to oppose the tempting forces of the world which would 
strip us of the life-giving freedom that is our in Christ Jesus.   
 

“For freedom Christ has set us free, stand fast therefore, 
and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery!”   - Galatians 5:1 

 
Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean, Iowa Mission District, NALC 

http://www.iowamissiondistrict.com/


October 31, 1517 
Pastor Christopher Staley 

First Lutheran Church 
St. Ansgar, Iowa 

 October 31, 1517.  This is a date that 
many of you have seen or heard brought 
to your attention, especially in the past 
couple years.  It was on this date that a 
relatively unknown professor and priest, 
Martin Luther, affixed a 
document to the door of the 
church where he lived and 
taught in Wittenberg, 
Germany.  Ever since, the 
document has been known 
by a portion of its heading, 
"95 Theses."  With this 
document, Luther was 
inviting debate with fellow 
priests or professors or 
theologians of the church on 
the use of indulgences.  
Space and time don't allow 
for a fuller explanation of 
Luther's thoughts on the 
topics, as entire books have 
been dedicated to such an endeavor.  
Suffice it to say that this act by a single 
man largely sparked what we now know 
as the Reformation. 
 
 But we do a great deal of disservice to 
the ideas that led to the Reformation if we 
simply commemorate it as an event that 
occurred in the distant past.  Most 
Lutheran churches take time each year on 
the Sunday that falls on the date, or the 
Sunday right before it, to commemorate 
the event.  Such a practice led Garrison 
Keillor to speculate about what 
Reformation Sunday was all about.  As he 
attended a different church as a young 
boy, he had to make his best guess as to 
what it could mean.  His guess was that it 
was on Reformation Sunday that 
members of each Lutheran church 
received their new seating assignments 
for the coming year.  We Lutherans know 
better, of course, since many of us (or 

many of those in our congregations, at 
least) haven't moved from "our" seat in 
living memory! 
 
 But if we aren't simply to 

commemorate a day in 
history, what does 
Reformation mean for us?  
Sadly, some presume that we 
must throw out anything that 
seems the least bit Catholic.  
But this very much misses 
the mark.  A quick reading of 
the Augsburg Confession, 
among the shorter of the 
documents from the time, 
show that there were many 
places of agreement between 
"the Church" and those who 
sought to reform it.  
 
 Instead, what the 

Reformation needs to mean for us is 
that we must continue to do what 
Martin Luther did, examining the 
teachings and practices of the church 
through the lens of God's Word.  That 
being said, in some ways, the church 
must always be "reforming."  This is not 
to say that we need to change for the 
sake of change, particularly if that 
change is simply a taking on of cultural 
norms.  Rather, our reforming has to do 
with our working at making sure our 
'form' holds true to God's Word.  In 
Romans 12:2, Paul writes, "Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, that by testing you may discern 
what is the will of God, what is good 
and acceptable and perfect."  Like a 
wise carpenter, we must measure twice, 
and then cut once, for the sake of being 
true to that which must shape us: Jesus 
Christ. 



 

Upcoming 
Events 

April 9-10, 2018—
Annual Pastors’ 
Retreat at American 
Martyrs Retreat 
House, Cedar Falls, 
Iowa.  The Reverend 
Doctor Amy Schifrin, 
President of the 
NALS, will present a 
“Liturgical Boot 
Camp”. 

This and That  
from around the Iowa Mission District 

Pr James Puotyual will be 
serving an internship at Zion 
Lutheran Church, Des Moines, 
Iowa, under the supervision of 
Pastor John Kline .  He was 
ordained in July of 2015.  He 
has been working towards a 
mission post that will serve the 
Sudanese in Ethiopian refugee 
camps and in the USA.   We 
welcome Janes, and his wife, 
Nyandit Rika , to the Iowa 
Mission District.  It was a 
pleasure to meet them at the 
Mission District 
convocation, September 
16th, at Old East Paint 
Creek Lutheran Church. 

Highlights of the 

Iowa Mission District Convocation 
 

 Pastors, delegates and visitors from around the Iowa Mission District gathered at Old East Paint Creek Lutheran 
Church on Saturday, September 16th, for our annual convocation.  Twenty-one pastors, 62 lay delegates and 10 
visitors from 21 of our 37 congregations enjoyed a day of worship, fellowship, learning and conducting the business of 
the Mission District.  The Reverend Marshall Hahn was re-elected to serve as Dean for another term, and Pastor 
Mark Lund and Mr. Roger Mohning were elected to the Mission District Council.  In addition four interest groups were 
held on discipleship (Pastor Ken Kimball), the possible re-structuring of the NALC (Dean Hahn), an open forum with 
Professor Mark Mattes, and a forum with Pastor Ron Voss who is the pastor of the newest start-up mission 
congregation in our Mission District. 
 The keynote speaker for the convocation was the Reverend Doctor Mark Mattes, 
Professor of Theology and Philosophy at Grandview University in Des Moines.  An 
orthodox Lutheran, and former classmate of our former Dean (Pastor Kenneth Kimball) 
Professor Mattes shared some insights on the deeper meaning of the 500th anniversary of 
the Lutheran Reformation.  He said that Luther made the Gospel clear to the ordinary 
person and indicated that we should not be afraid to share our faith with others or of losing 
those who might be offended by our speaking out.  He noted that Lutherans lack 
confidence in discussing our faith because the church does not have high expectations of 
her members (including our young people, from whom we expect nothing), and this 
undermines the importance of our faith and the church in the eyes of others.  As a 
consequence the unchurched don’t take Lutheran Christians seriously, and it seems to them that our faith doesn’t 
seem to matter much to us.  We are not called to judge others—before God we are all guilty.  But as Lutherans we 
understand grace—we don’t justify ourselves, we are justified by Christ, and this is the message people in our world 
need to hear.  Quoting the children’s song from our Sunday School days, Professor Mattes said we need to “let our 
lights shine”. 

(Thank you to Craig Lease, Mission District Secretary, for his help on this!) 



Iowa Mission District 

Convocation 



REFORMATION THROUGH THE AGES: 
John and Charles Wesley 

 
 The forces unleashed by the Lutheran 
Reformation of the 16th century were to 
have a profound effect throughout the 
Western Church.  Movements proliferated 
across Europe as the message of God’s free 
gift of forgiveness, life, and salvation in 
Christ Jesus was received as a breath of 
fresh air reinvigorating the Church.  Yet, by 
the 17th century much of the energy and vitality of 
the Reformation had become a dry, rationalistic and 
moralistic enterprise, influenced by the rise of 
Rationalism in philosophical circles across Europe.  
Sermons were little more than theological essays on 
moral virtues.  Meanwhile the social condition of 
the people became increasingly more bleak as the 
industrial revolution brought wealth to a few and 
drudgery for many. 
 
 In response to these conditions in church and 
society, several reform movements sprang up 
across Europe, including the Moravian pietistic 
movement in Germany.  In England, none was to 
have greater influence than that of John and Charles 
Wesley, and the beginnings of the Methodist 
movement. 
 
 John Wesley, born in 1703, and his brother 
Charles, born in 1707, were from a family of 19 
children.  Their father was an Anglican pastor, 
serving a small country parish in Epworth, 
England.  In 1728, John was ordained and began 
serving as his father’s assistant in Epworth.  While 
at Oxford John and Charles formed the Methodist 
Club devoted to prayer, Bible Study and personal 
devotion.  In 1735, they both went to the colony of 
Georgia as missionary preachers.  Yet, despite their 
dedication and commitment, their efforts saw little 
results.  Moreover, neither John nor Charles could 
find the peace they sought through their religious 
practices. 
 
 On their trip to America they had encountered 
a group of Moravians whose peace in the midst of a 
storm impressed them tremendously.  Upon their 
return to England, both had an experience which 
they termed their “conversion.”  For John it was at 
a meeting at Alder’s Gate at which Luther’s 
Commentary on Romans was being read.  As he 
recalls: 
 

“About a quarter before nine, while he (Luther) 
was describing the change which God works in 
the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart 
strangely warmed.  I felt I did trust in Christ, 
Christ alone, for salvation, and an assurance 
was given me, that He had taken away my sins, 
even mine, and saved me from the law of sin 
and death.” 

 
 Following this “conversion,” John and 
Charles began proclaiming the Gospel with power 
and conviction throughout England, Scotland, and 
Ireland.  They felt especially called to preach to the 
poor and downtrodden, often setting up in fields 
and meadows.  Despite opposition from the 
established Anglican Church, which banned such 
“field preaching,” John remained a pastor in the 
Church of England throughout his life.  In response 
to the efforts to forbid such preaching, John 
famously replied, “I look upon all the world as my 
parish; thus far I mean, that, in whatever part of it I 
am, I judge it meet, right, and my bounden duty to 
declare with all that are willing to hear, the glad 
tidings of salvation.” 
 
 In contrast to the dry, rationalistic preaching 
in the established church, Wesley’s services were 
often marked by emotional outbursts.  Men and 
women cried out, fainted, and fell to the ground in 
convulsions.  While it is right to be wary of such 
emotionalism, it can be seen as a corrective of the 
intellectualism that was so prevalent in Wesley’s 
day.  The Gospel of Christ Jesus is meant to 
engage the whole person – mentally, emotionally, 
and physically.  It is beyond doubt that Wesley’s 
preaching touched countless lives – and brought 
the Gospel to many who had been sorely neglected 
by the Church of their day, particularly among the 
poor working classes. 
 
 In addition, the work of Charles Wesley was 
to bring the Gospel message to countless people 
through his many hymns, 12 of which are included 
in the Lutheran Book of Worship – and 19 which 
were in the Service Book and Hymnal.  These 
include some of the best-loved English hymns – 
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing,” “Jesus Christ is 
Risen Today,” and “Love Divine, All Loves 
Excelling” among them. 

Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Marion Lutheran , Gunder 

Norway Lutheran, St. Olaf 



Why We Do What We Do 
Elements of Liturgy 

 Like “Law and Gospel”, we Lutherans tend to use 
the term “Word and Sacrament” often enough that 
these phrases have come to be associated with 
Lutheranism.  In preaching, we understand the 
importance of first hearing the demands of the Law of 
God in order to be able to rightly hear the word of 
grace in the Gospel— and thus seek to hold these two 
concepts together in their proper relationship.  In our 
overall worship experience we understand that our 
Lord Jesus comes to us in both the Word rightly 
preached (from the Holy Scriptures that reveal Christ 
to us) and also through His Body and Blood given to 
us in the Eucharist (Holy Communion)—thus “Word 
and Sacrament”. 
 While not all congregations celebrate Holy 
Communion each week, we might want to ponder the 
implications of putting more emphasis on the sermon 
than on the Sacrament—as Luther might say, “What 
does this mean?”  Or what does it say about our 
theology and piety when we hold the preaching of the 
Word above the reception of the incarnate Word (the 
Body and Blood of our Lord)?  While there were 
practical reasons for American Lutherans to develop 
the practice of less frequent celebration of the 
Eucharist, it’s worth pondering and investigating this 
question if your congregation celebrates Holy 
Communion less often than it offers the opportunity to 
hear the preached Word. 
 In our liturgy, the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion follows the offering.  As we have noted 
earlier, there is a rhythm to the liturgy--receiving and 
responding, hearing and speaking, getting and giving.  
In the prayers and offering we have been “speaking” 
and “giving”.  Now, we again receive.  The offertory 
response and offertory prayer merge into a dialogue 
between the pastor and the congregation.  The last line 
of the greeting, spoken or sung by the congregation, 
affirms that “It is right to give him [God] thanks and 
praise.”  The pastor continues this thought with the 
“preface”, again either spoken or sung, “It is indeed 
right and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy 

Father….”  The preface varies according to the 
seasons and celebrations of the Church year. 
 From this point in the Communion liturgy a 
variety of ways to proceed are suggested in the 
Lutheran Book of Worship.  There is the very brief 
ritual, simply using the words of institution (Jesus’ 
words from the Scriptures quoted from His Last 
Supper with His disciples—the night in which He 
instituted the Sacrament and was betrayed).  Another 
rite offered in the LBW uses the Eucharistic Prayer 
(the word ευχαριστία in Greek means 
“thanksgiving”).  The words of institution are 
included in the full Eucharistic Prayer.  For those who 
like a prayer of blessing, but are uncomfortable with 
the words of institution being included in the prayer 
instead of directed more intentionally toward the 
congregation, there is the third option (#33) in the 
LBW.  The choice of which of these forms a pastor 
chooses will depend on his or her theology, 
understanding of the Sacrament, and training—and 
some pastors may use different options in different 
situations.  What is critical is that we hear our Lord’s 
words and understand that it is His Body and Blood 
that we receive in this Sacrament of the Altar 
(Luther’s Small Catechism). 
 Following the consecration of the bread and 
wine, the congregation follows the Pastor’s lead in 
praying together the Lord’s Prayer.  As in all our 
prayers, it is most helpful if we pray thoughtfully and 
at a pace that allows worshipers to think about the 
words they speak.  At the close of the prayer the 
pastor invites the people to the table of the Lord. 
 Depending on the size of the congregation, the 
layout of the worship space, and the tradition of each 
congregation, the Body and Blood of Christ may be 
received standing or kneeling, served by “table” or in 
a continuous method, and blessed by “table” or after 
all have received the Sacrament.  Again, the critical 
thing is that all is done “in good order”, with proper 
respect and devotion, as we gratefully receive this 
most precious of all gifts—the Body and Blood of 
Christ, given and shed for us for the forgiveness of 
sins. 

Donations and Correspondence 
 

Checks sent to the Mission District for support should be made out to the Iowa Mission District, NALC, and mailed to 
Pastor Christopher Staley at PO Box 141, St. Ansgar, IA  50472-0141.   
 

Correspondence for Mr. Craig Lease, Mission District Secretary, should be sent to 405 7th St. N., Northwood, IA  50459 
 

Items for the Mission District newsletter (pictures, news, etc.) are best sent via e-mail to Pastor Barbara Wills at 
barbaramwills@gmail.com.   

mailto:barbaramwills@gmail.com


Iowa Mission District Leadership 
 

Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean—stolafparish@neitel.net  
Craig Lease, Secretary—pdlease@gmail.com 
Pastor Christopher Staley, Treasurer—cbstaley@netins.net 
 

Mission District Council Members: 
Pastor Barbara Wills—barbaramwills@gmail.com 
Pastor Gary Burkhalter—pgburkhalter52@hotmail.com 

Pastor Mark Lund—pastormarklund@gmail.com 
Gregory Olson—golson@ruthventel.com  
Chris Schlee—schleemasonry@hotmail.com  

Roger Mohning—julceram@neitel.net 
 
 

Newsletter Editor:  Pastor Barbara Wills—barbaramwills@gmail.com  

 

Ackley:  Our Saviour’s, Dan Buhs, Lay Minister  

Allison:  New Life, Galen Eiben, Lay Minister 

+Atlantic:  Holy Trinity—Call Process 

Avoca:  Trinity, Pr. Eric Meissner 

Badger:  Badger Lutheran, Pr. Scott Meier 

Boyden:  St. John, Pr. Mark Lund 

Dorchester:  Waterloo Ridge, Call Process 

Eagle Grove:  Evangelical Lutheran, Pr. Jason Cooper 

Eagle Grove:  Samuel Lutheran, Pr.  Rich Taylor 

Ellsworth:  Trinity,  Pastor Jon Rollefson  

Emmons, MN:  Emmons, Pr. Christopher Martin 

Gilmore City:  First, Call Process 

Grafton:  Emmanuel, Pr. Solveig Zamzow 

Gunder:  Marion, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Harlan:  Bethlehem, Pr. Ronald Rasmussen 

+Huxley:  Shepherd of the Prairie, Scott Licht, Lay 
Minister  

Irwin:  St. Paul, Pr. Ronald Rasmussen 

Laurens:  Bethany, Pr. Scott Baker 

Manchester:  First, Pr. Tony D. Ede 

+Monona, Faith:  Pr. Mel Harris 

+Northwood:  Peace, Pr. Barbara Wills 

Palmer:  St. John’s,  

Plainfield:  St. John, Pr. Kim Thacker 

Readlyn: St. Matthew, Pr. Jean Rabary 

Readlyn:  Zion, Pr. Jean Rabary 

+Robins:  Servants of Christ, Pr. Ron Voss 

+Rochester, MN:  Emmanuel,  Pr. David Steffenson 

Ruthven:  Zion, Pr. Thomas Summerfield  

St. Ansgar:  First, Pr. Christopher Staley 

St. Olaf:  Norway, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Sheldon:  St. Paul, Pr. Craig Nissen 

+Sibley:  Faith, Pr. Tim Nappe  

Spencer:  Trinity 
   +Strawberry Pt.:  Mission in Christ, Pr. Gary Burkhalter  

Thor:  Ullensvang, Pr. Darryl Landsverk  

Waterville. Old East Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 

Waukon:  Old West Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 
 

+ indicates mission congregation 

 

The Iowa Mission District 
has 37 congregations! 

The following pastors are available for pulpit supply: 
 
Pastor David Steffenson—253-302-9845 (Sundays) 
Pastor Paul Weeg- -641-381-0675 

Congregations of the Iowa Mission District 

The Iowa Mission District 
website may be found at: 
www.iowamissiondistrict.com.  
If your congregation has a 
web site, and you would like to 
have the web address linked to 
your church name on the 
Mission District web site, 
please send the web address to 
me, Pastor Barbara Wills, at 
barbaramwills@gmail.com. 
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