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A Word from the Dean 

CALLED, GATHERED, ENLIGHTENED AND SANCTIFIED 
 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will 
 be my witnesses in Jerusalem and all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
          Acts 1:8 
 
This was the theme verse for our gathering for the 2018 NALC Lutheran Week in Denver on August 14 – 
17.  It was another wonderful gathering of people from all across the North American Lutheran Church who 
took part in the Theological Conference, the Mission Festival, and the Convocation of the NALC.  Some 
600 delegates and visitors were present for the gathering as we offered our thanks and praise for the Spirit’s 
work in calling us to faith, gathering us in community, enlightening us with His gifts and sanctifying us as 
His holy people. 
 

Once again our Iowa Mission District was well-represented at the gathering, with 21 congregations 
represented and 45 people in attendance.  On Wednesday evening, as part of the Mission Festival, we met as 
a Mission District to discuss the ways in which we, as a Mission District, can use the gifts and strengths 
God has given us to address the challenges and opportunities that lie before us.  We will be exploring these 
in more detail at our own Convocation at St. Ansgar in September. 
 

At the Convocation, in addition to electing people to the Executive Council, the Court of Adjudication, and 
the North American Lutheran Seminary (NALS) Board of Regents, we also adopted a budget for 2019 of 
$2.1 million.  Thanks to increases in giving, our operating deficit has been significantly reduced and, with 
continued increases, should soon reflect a balanced budget for the year.   
 

We were also reminded and informed of some important transitions which will be taking place through this 
next year.  Bishop Bradosky had announced last year that he would be retiring when his term is over at the 
2019 Convocation.  As we prepare for this transition, each congregation has or will receive a packet 
outlining the process for the election of a new bishop which will take place next year.  In keeping with our 
Core Value as a “Congregationally Focused” church body, this process begins at the congregational level, 
from which nominations are to originate.  At our Iowa Mission District Convocation in September there will 
be an opportunity to explore this process so that congregations may be ready to take part in it.   
 

The other major transition involves our very own Rev. Amy Schifrin.  Currently serving both as President 
of the NALS and as full-time faculty at the seminary, in 2019 she will transition out of her role as President 
and continue only (!) as a faculty member while the church begins the search for a new President of the 
NALS. 
 

Another highlight at the Convocation was the commissioning of Pastor James Puotyual as an NALC Global 
Worker who will be working with the South Sudan Lutheran Church beginning in January.  Pastor Puotyual 
is currently serving as an intern in Des Moines and he will be with us at our Mission District Convocation to 
describe the ministry he will be undertaking in Ethiopia among the Sudanese refugees. 
 

Thank you to all who represented our Mission District in Denver and I look forward to seeing many of you 
at First Lutheran in St. Ansgar in September! 

 
         Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean, Iowa Mission District, NALC 

http://www.iowamissiondistrict.com/


North American Lutheran Church 
2018 Convocation 

Denver, Colorado 

Ordination Anniversaries 

Each year at the NALC Convocation pastors celebrating their 
quinquennial (every fifth year) anniversaries are recognized 
with a certificate.  Those from the Iowa Mission District who 
were mentioned this year are: 
50 years—Pastor James Glesne, Decorah, IA 
45 years—Pastor Ron Voss, Servants of Christ, Robins, IA 
35 years—Pastor Mel Harris, Faith, Monona, IA 
35 years—Pastor Ron Rasmussen, St. Paul, Irwin, IA 
35 years—Pastor David Schafer, Waukon, IA 
35 years—Pastor David Steffenson, Emmanuel, Rochester, MN 
30 years—Pastor Time Nappe, Faith, Milford, IA 

Top left:  Dean 
Hahn leads our 
Mission District 
meeting.  
Above left:  
John Wills and 
Pastor Solveig 
Zamzow relax 
during a break. 

Above:  Julie 
Steffenson & 
husband, Pastor 
David Steffenson.  
Below:  Pastors 
Jean Rabary & 
Gary Burkhalter 

Left: Pastor 
Tony D. Ede 
and assistants 
kept the media 
presentations 
moving 
smoothly, and 
(below left) he 
led a workshop 
on media for 
congregations 
entitled, “The 
Priesthood of 
All Believers 
Gets Practical”. 

Pastor James Puotyual receives a blessing and 
laying on of hands as he is commissioned for 
his upcoming ministry and mission work in 
Ethiopia among the Sudanese people there. 

Bishop John Bradosky and 
Treasurer, Ryan Schwartz, 
share a light-hearted moment at 
the podium as the Bishop 
introduced Ryan for his report 
to the delegates at the 
convocation. 

Mary Bates, Disaster 
Response Coordinator for 
domestic disasters, gave a 
moving report at the 
convocation on the work she 
and the volunteers “on the 
ground” have been doing 
this year.  Please note that 
needed items will be 
collected at our  Mission 
District Convocation (info 
on Announcements page).  
A list of the items is on the 
last page of this newsletter. 



 In Luther’s explanation of the 3rd Article 
of the Creed (on the Holy Spirit), he says, 
“but the Holy Spirit has called me by the 
Gospel.” Luther was convinced by Scripture 
that you cannot separate the Holy Spirit from 
the Word of God.  He noted that the 
Scriptures themselves came from the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  (2 Timothy 3:16). 
And, faith itself, which is a work of the Holy 
Spirit (Ephesians 2:8) “comes from hearing, 
and hearing through the Word of 
Christ.” (Romans 10:17) 
 
 But, in Luther’s day, some people 
emerged on the scene who claimed to have 
received direct revelation from the Holy Spirit 
apart from the Word of God- the Bible.  And, 
quite often their “direct revelation” 
contradicted what was in the Bible and was 
being used for personal political and 
economic gain.  But, the bigger problem was 
that God cannot contradict Himself and these 
people were implying that He can.  In the 
Large Catechism, Luther writes, “My 
neighbor and I--in short, all men--may err 
and deceive, but God's Word cannot err.” (IV, 

57)  In other words, it is impossible for there to 
be any errors in the Bible, precisely because it 
is God’s Word.  Luther wasn’t alone in this 
belief.  Martin Chemnitz, in his preface to the 
Book of Concord, called the Bible God’s 
“pure, infallible, and unalterable Word.”  
Therefore, any teaching which contradicts it is 
automatically false. 
 
 I mean, it all seems a bit too convenient 
to me, that at the exact same time our culture 
starts to accept something which Scripture 
condemns or forbids, there is pressure on the 
church and within the church to also accept it.  
“Hey, we just discovered that the Bible 
actually doesn’t prohibit that!  Weird that we 

got it wrong for almost 2,000 years though.”  
The worst part about it, though, is that 
whatever the change in teaching is, it is 
usually justified by the claim that the Holy 
Spirit is leading the change.  They’ll say 
things like, “God is doing a new thing,” or, 
“God is still speaking.”  But, what they are 
doing, to put it bluntly, is calling God a liar. 
Luther:  “Therefore, we must constantly 
maintain this point: God does not want to 
deal with us in any other way than through 
the spoken Word and the Sacraments.  
Whatever is praised as from the Spirit- 
without the Word and Sacraments- is the 
devil himself.”  (Smalcald Articles Part III, Article 
VIII, 10, 11) 

 
 The Holy Spirit certainly leads and 
guides us throughout life.  He is constantly 
working on us and in us and through us 
(Ephesians 3:14-19), but I think Luther’s point 
is, if you ever get an inkling or a feeling that 
the Holy Spirit is trying to tell you 
something or lead you to believe or do 
something—and that something goes against 
God’s written Word, the Bible, and the pure 
proclamation of this Word—it could be a 
spirit you’re hearing from, but according to 
God Himself, it cannot be the Holy Spirit. 
 

“Sanctify them in the truth; Your Word is 
truth.” (John 17:17)  

 

Sola Scripura—Called by the Gospel 
 

Pr. Mark Lund 
St. John Lutheran Church 

Boyden, Iowa 



This and That from around the Iowa Mission District 

 

St. John’s Lutheran 
Church -(Vilmar) 

Members and friends of 
St. John’s, including a 
dozen pastors from the 
Iowa Mission District 
gathered for worship and 
the installation of Pastor 
Christopher Martin on 
Sunday, August 26th.  
Mission District Dean, 
the Rev. Marshall Hahn, 
conducted the service of 
installation under the 
authority of NALC 
Bishop, Rev. John 
Bradosky. 

Bethany Lutheran Church, 
Laurens 

Members of Bethany Lutheran held a farewell reception for their interim pastor, the Rev. Scott Baker, on August 26th.  
During the reception Pastor Baker received the Laurens Community VIP Award certificate and a picture puzzle gift from a 
local business.  Pastor Baker will be moving to Erskine, MN, where he has accepted an interim call to Grace Lutheran 
Church.  With the people of Bethany, we give thanks for Pastor Baker’s ministry among us during his time in Iowa and wish 
him well in his new call. 

Left:  A highlight of the service was a beautiful piano piece played 
during the offering by James Aissen, a very talented young 
pianist.  Right:  Pastor Martin’s fellow pastors gathered to lay 
hands on him during the service.  Center:  And no celebration is 
complete without the cake! 



Youth Mission Trip 

In July, six youth groups from the Iowa 
Mission District banded together to make a 
difference for the people of the Houston area 
in the wake of the devastation from last 
summer’s Hurricane Harvey.  Leaving on July 
23, 48 youth and 17 adult sponsors traveled 
1200 miles to Rosenberg, Texas for a week of 
recovery and service work in the communities 
there.  The groups involved represented the 
churches of Eagle Grove Evangelical Church, 
Eagle Grove; St. Olaf Lutheran Parish 
(Norway & Marion Lutheran Churches), St. 
Olaf and Gunder; St. John Lutheran, Boyden; 
St. Paul Lutheran, Sheldon; First Lutheran, 
Manchester; and St. John Lutheran (Western 
Douglas), Plainfield.  It was a wonderful week 
of traveling, working, worshipping and 
playing together, getting to know youth from 
across the Mission District, and meeting some 
wonderful people along the way. 
 
We spent the first night of our trip camped out 
in the gym at Peace Lutheran Church of 
Edmond, Oklahoma.  However, their 
hospitality did not end at providing us with a 
place to stay for the night.  At 6:00 a.m. the 
next morning, the youth group of Peace came 
to fix us breakfast before sending us on our 
way to Texas!  And the hospitality just 
continued throughout out trip.  At Rosenberg 
we were housed at Peace Lutheran Church, 
which was our main gathering point, and St. 
Paul Lutheran, a neighboring NALC church a 
mile and a half away.  When we arrived we 
were met with dozens of pizzas, which was 
just a small portion of what was provided for 
us throughout our stay.  Michael & Pat 

Dittrich from Peace Lutheran were our primary 
contacts and helped arrange the service projects 
we undertook and the arrangements for our stay.  
With the number of people in our trip, it was quite 
a logistical feat to keep us all busy, but they did a 
wonderful job! 
 
Peace Lutheran, working with NALC Disaster 
Response, has been a center for recovery work in 
the area, welcoming several groups throughout the 
year who have come to lend a hand in the 
recovery.  During our time there, our group helped 
pour a concrete sidewalk at Peace Lutheran to 
their hurricane relief shed; worked with Catholic 
Charities; assisted at the Helping Hands food 
pantry; assembled 200 flood buckets and 200 
health kits for the NALC Disaster Response; and 
assisted at the Rosenberg animal shelter.  We also 
worked at the home of George and Mary 
Guttenberger whose home had been so severely 
damaged by the flooding from the hurricane that 
they have been living in a trailer since last 
summer.  Previous groups had replaced the 
flooring and repaired the walls.  Our group 
completed the trim work, cleaned up the yard, 
carted away debris, and hooked up the toilets, so 
that George and Mary could move back in for the 
first time since last August.  “I was unbelievable,” 
George said, “I can’t thank them enough for what 
they did for me and my wife.” 
 
In addition to the service projects, our group took 
in a professional soccer match, a Houston Astros 
baseball game, spent Saturday at the beach in 
Galveston, and explored Houston.  Each day 
began and ended with worship with each church 
youth group taking a turn.  The highlight of the 
whole week was a baptism at the beach on 
Saturday.  Randy Brown, one of the sponsors from 
First Lutheran of Manchester, was baptized in the 
Gulf of Mexico with the whole group surrounding 
and supporting him.  His baptismal sponsor was 
his daughter, Kelsey.  We were also surrounded 
by many others witnessing the baptism.  At the 
end, as Randy was dunked in the waters, a little 
girl who had come closer and closer clapped her 
hands and beamed at the sight. 
 



Upon our return, Michael & Pat Dittrick sent us 
a copy of a report on our trip that appeared in 
the local paper along with a note, saying, “Your 
group of fine young men and young ladies 
touched many hearts while here.  Everyone we 
have talked to was impressed with the hard work 
and the many projects that were completed!  
From the food pantry, Catholic Charities, the 
animal shelter, making food buckets & health 
kits to cleaning out a shed and pouring a 
sidewalk, your group made a big impact!  
Especially at the Guttenberger house!” 
 
This trip was assisted by funds from the Iowa 
Mission District, which are available for any 
youth mission trip.  We hope this to be the first 
of many joint youth mission events that our 
Mission District can support.  Thank you to the 
entire Mission District for the support given that 
can be used in such a way.  And thank you to the 
youth from these churches and the others around 
our district who make the commitment to help 
their  neighbors in this way.  As George 
Guttenberger commented, “It says a lot about 
their stewardship.  For them to take the time out 
of their summer vacation and come down here to 
help people they don’t know means a lot.” 
 
(Quotations from George Guttenberger taken 
from the Rosenberg newspaper.)     
 

Youth Mission Trip, continued 



The Iowa Mission District website may be found at: www.iowamissiondistrict.com.  If your 
congregation has a web site, and you would like to have the web address linked to your church name on 
the Mission District web site, please send the web address to me, Pastor Barbara Wills, at 
barbaramwills@gmail.com. 

 

2018 Upcoming 
Events 

 

September 15—Mission District 
Convocation, First Lutheran, St. 
Ansgar.  Keynote speaker will be 
Rev. David Wendel. 
 

October 20—Mission District 
Council meeting, 9:30 am, Mason 
City. 

Donations and Correspondence 
 

Checks sent to the Mission District for support should be made out to the Iowa Mission District, NALC, 
and mailed to Pastor Christopher Staley at PO Box 141, St. Ansgar, IA  50472-0141.   
 
Correspondence for Mr. Craig Lease, Mission District Secretary, should be sent to 405 7th St. N., 
Northwood, IA  50459 
 
Items for the Mission District newsletter (pictures, news, etc.) are best sent via e-mail to Pastor Barbara 
Wills at barbaramwills@gmail.com.   

Announcements 

Iowa Tornadoes Relief 
 

Mary Bates, the head of the NALC domestic disaster relief program, sent an email on July 23 to offer 
support for congregations in Iowa who suffered from the 27 tornadoes that swept through the 
Marshalltown area on Friday, July 20.  If any of your parishioners or congregations were affected by these 
tornadoes you may seek assistance from NALC Disaster Relief by contacting Mary at 
disasterresponse@thenalc.org or by phone at 740-509-1132.  If you want to offer help with clean-up or 
repair projects, please also contact Mary or touch base with our Dean, Pastor Marshall Hahn 
(stolafparish@neitel.net).  To send financial assistance, please make checks out to the NALC Disaster 
Response and add “2018 Iowa tornadoes” to the memo line on the checks.  Mail checks to NALC Disaster 
Response, 2299 Palmer  Dr ., Suite 220, New Brighton, MN   55112. 

Disaster Relief Truck at Mission District Convo 
 

This fall, an NALC Disaster Relief semi-truck will be swinging 
through many Mission Districts to pick up items to stock the 
relief warehouse in Ohio.  Any and all supplies within any of the 
Kit categories are welcome: Baby Care, School Kits, Flood 
Buckets, Health Care, Quilts and Blankets, Bibles, and Gift 
cards.  (See flyer on last page of this newsletter).  There will be a 
trailer at the convocation in St. Ansgar on September 15th.  You 
may bring your donations for the relief effort to the convocation, 
and Pastor Burkhalter will see that they are transported to 
Strawberry Point where they will be loaded on the Disaster 
Relief semi when it stops there on its way to Ohio.    

http://www.iowamissiondistrict.com
mailto:barbaramwills@gmail.com
mailto:barbaramwills@gmail.com
mailto:disasterresponse@thenalc.org
mailto:stolafparish@neitel.net


Following Jesus—Luther Style 
Always Learning 

 There is an unfortunate tendency in many Lutheran 
congregations for confirmation students—and often 
their parents, as well—to think of confirmation as 
graduation.  As a former Baptist, drawn to the Lutheran 
tradition, in part, by Luther’s passion for Bible study, I 
was shocked when I became a Lutheran in the late 
1960s to discover that there were no adult Sunday 
School classes, and few Bible study groups in the 
Lutheran congregations I belonged to over the years.  I 
was blessed to discover the Bethel Series when a 
Lutheran pastor taught that class in the early 1970s.  In 
my first parish, after my ordination in 1989, I taught a 
regular Sunday morning Bible study, but only a handful 
of folks were willing to attend, and I quickly discovered 
that they wouldn’t do “homework”.  We developed the 
habit of reading the Bible together and discussing it, 
passage by passage.  Although this was an adaptation to 
encourage folks to study without having to do work 
outside the class, this has become an effective way to 
help people dig deeper into the Bible and learn how to 
relate their faith in Christ to their everyday lives. 
 One of the things we must learn as people of God 
in Christ is that we never “graduate” from being 
students.  Students are disciples—that’s what a disciple 
is:  a learner; a student.  Jesus sent out the disciples-
become-apostles to teach and nurture people’s faith.  
When He promised the counsel and help of the Holy 
Spirit, our Lord said “These things I have spoken to you 
while I am still with you.  But the Helper, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will 
teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all 
that I have said to you.”  (John 14:25-26)   If we don’t 
read the Bible, there is nothing in our minds for the 
Holy Spirit to “bring to our remembrance”.  The life of 
faith in Christ is one of “abiding in Christ” (John 15:5-
7).  We follow Jesus and abide in Him by continuing to 
be led by Him as we prayerfully read and study the 
Bible, and listen for the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
working God’s will in and through us. 
 Martin Luther was a scholar & teacher.  His 
reformation work was not simply a protest against the 
abuses in the Church of the 16th century, but also came 
out of his realization that people were not being taught 
the truth from Scripture.  It was his study of Romans 
and other epistles of the Apostle Paul that opened his 
eyes to the truth of Christ’s grace.  Many pastors and 
priests were ignorant of the most basic doctrines of 
Christian faith because they accepted the teachings of 
the Church without having first-hand knowledge of 
what the Bible actually said.  Luther wrote the Small 
and Large Catechisms to address this problem.  In the 

Large Catechism, Luther minces no words in 
chastising those who are negligent in these 
matters:  “It is not for trivial reasons that we 
constantly treat the Catechism and strongly urge 
others to do the same. For we see to our sorrow 
that many pastors and preachers are very 
negligent in this respect and despise both their 
office and this teaching itself.  Some because of 
their great and lofty learning, others because of 
sheer laziness and gluttony, behave in this matter 
as if they were pastors or preachers for their 
bellies’ sake and had nothing to do but live off the 
fat of the land….  (The Book of Concord, Tapert, 
p. 358)  In his preface to the Small Catechism he 
says, “The deplorable conditions which I recently 
encountered when I was a visitor constrained me 
to prepare this brief and simple catechism or 
statement of Christian teaching.  My God, what 
wretchedness I beheld!  The common people … 
have no knowledge whatever of Christian 
teaching, and unfortunately many pastors are 
quite incompetent and unfitted for 
teaching.”  (ibid, p. 338)   

Our life-long learning as Lutheran 
followers of Christ must begin with Scripture and 
the regular use of the Small Catechism.  The Book 
of Concord also contains other documents that 
explain the Lutheran understanding of the 
Christian Faith (Concordia has a lovely “pocket 
edition” with the sub-title, “A Reader’s Edition of 
the Book of Concord”).  Other study materials for 
enhancing our understanding of Scriptures and the 
Christian faith are best chosen from orthodox 
Lutheran sources such as American Lutheran 
Publicity Bureau, SOLA publishing and 
Concordia Publishing House.  While personal 
reading of these materials is important, we should 
also not neglect to meet together with other 
Lutherans in our congregations.  Just as the Lord 
Jesus instructed the apostles to “make disciples of 
all nations … teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you,” (Matthew 28:19-20) we 
also need to be instructed as we grow in faith, and 
hold each other accountable for what we teach 
and learn.  Just as in the early Church and in the 
time of Luther, heresies can easily creep into our 
understandings of Scripture and faith.  “Sola 
Scriptura” isn’t just a fancy phrase—it’s a norm 
for our faith and life together as Lutheran 
followers of Christ.  

Pastor Barbara M. Wills 



Iowa Mission District Leadership 
 

Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean—stolafparish@neitel.net  
Craig Lease, Secretary—pdlease@gmail.com 
Pastor Christopher Staley, Treasurer—cbstaley@netins.net 
 

Mission District Council Members: 
Pastor Barbara Wills—barbaramwills@gmail.com 
Pastor Gary Burkhalter—pgburkhalter52@hotmail.com 

Pastor Mark Lund—pastormarklund@gmail.com 
Gregory Olson—golson@ruthventel.com  
Chris Schlee—schleemasonry@hotmail.com  

 
 
 

Newsletter Editor:  Pastor Barbara Wills—barbaramwills@gmail.com  

 

Ackley:  Our Saviour’s, Dan Buhs, Lay Minister  

+Atlantic:  Holy Trinity—Call Process 

Avoca:  Trinity, Pr. Eric Meissner 

Badger:  Badger Lutheran, Pr. Scott Meier 

Boyden:  St. John, Pr. Mark Lund 

Dorchester:  Waterloo Ridge, Call Process 

Eagle Grove:  Evangelical Lutheran, Pr. Jason Cooper 

Eagle Grove:  Samuel Lutheran, Pr.  Rich Taylor 

Ellsworth:  Trinity,  Pastor Jon Rollefson  

Emmons, MN:  Emmons, Pr. David Schafer, Interim 

Gilmore City:  First, Tracy Nerem, Lay Minister 

Grafton:  Emmanuel, Pr. Solveig Zamzow 

Greene:  St. John (Vilmar), Pr. Christopher Martin  

Gunder:  Marion, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Harlan:  Bethlehem, Pr. Ronald Rasmussen 

+Huxley:  Shepherd of the Prairie, Scott Licht, Lay 
Minister  

Irwin:  St. Paul, Pr. Ronald Rasmussen 

Laurens:  Bethany, Call Process 

Manchester:  First, Pr. Tony D. Ede 

+Monona, Faith:  Pr. Mel Harris 

+Northwood:  Peace, Pr. Barbara Wills 

Palmer:  St. John’s,  

 

Plainfield:  St. John, Pr. Kim Thacker 

Readlyn: St. Matthew, Pr. Jean Rabary 

Readlyn:  Zion, Pr. Jean Rabary 

+Robins:  Servants of Christ, Pr. Ron Voss 

+Rochester, MN:  Emmanuel,  Pr. David Steffenson 

Ruthven:  Zion, Pr. Thomas Summerfield  

St. Ansgar:  First, Pr. Christopher Staley 

St. Olaf:  Norway, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Sheldon:  St. Paul, Pr. Craig Nissen 

+Sibley:  Faith, Pr. Tim Nappe  

Spencer:  Trinity 
   +Strawberry Pt.:  Mission in Christ, Pr. Gary Burkhalter  

Thor:  Ullensvang, Pr. Darryl Landsverk  

Waterville. Old East Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 

Waukon:  Old West Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 
 

+ indicates mission congregation 

 

The Iowa Mission District 
has 37 congregations! 

The following pastors are available for pulpit supply: 
 
Pastor Paul Breddin—515--528-2284 
Pastor James Glesne—563-380-8110  
Pastor David Steffenson—253-302-9845 (Sundays) 
Pastor Paul Weeg- -641-381-0675 

Congregations of the Iowa Mission District 
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Iowa Mission District Convocation Registration 
 

Saturday, September 15, 2018 at First Lutheran Church, St. Ansgar, IA 
 

The 2018 annual Convocation of the Iowa Mission District will take place at First Lutheran 
Church, St. Ansgar, on Saturday, September 15 .  

Iowa Mission District Convocation Registration 
Saturday, September 15, 2018 at First Lutheran Church, St. Ansgar, IA 

 
The 2018 annual Convocation of the Iowa Mission District will take place at First Lutheran 
Church, St. Ansgar, on Saturday, September 15.  Our theme is “Sola Scriptura” and we are 
pleased to have the Rev. David Wendel, Assistant to the Bishop for Ministry and Ecumenism, 
as our keynote speaker. The Convocation is our opportunity to gather as brothers and sisters in 
Christ for the purpose of fellowship, worship, learning and sharing of ideas and to hear up-dates 
on the work and mission of the NALC. We also will have a short period of time to conduct the 
necessary business of the Mission District.  As you prepare for the convocation please be 
thinking of nominations for Treasurer (either clergy or lay), a lay member and a clergy member 
for the Mission District Council.  All terms are for three years, and a nomination form is 
included in this month’s Iowa Mission District News. 
  
According to Article 4.01 of the IA- MD Constitution all clergy persons within the territory of 
the District and two lay delegates of each congregation are eligible to vote at the 
Convocation.  In addition, we strongly encourage congregational participation beyond the 
delegates and clergy. There is no cost to the event other than a free-will offering for lunch.  A 
worship offering will also be taken and designated to a worthy domestic or international cause.  
The day will begin at 8:00 am with registration and a time for fellowship with coffee and 
refreshments.  A service of Holy Communion will begin at 9:00, and the closing of the 
convocation will be at 3:00 pm.  
  
To help with planning, and so that we may have appropriate name tags for delegates and 
visitors, we ask that you fill out the registration form below and return it, via the postal service 
no later than Tuesday, September 5, to Pastor Christopher Staley, First Lutheran Church, 
212 N. Main Street , St. Ansgar, IA  50472.   
 

 

(Please fill out a separate form for each person.) 
 

 

Name:  
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  
__________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone/email:  _______________________ / ________________________ 
 
Congregation & Town:  _________________________________________ 



Biographical Information of Nominee 
 

Name:  _____________________________________________________ 
 
Position for which you are being nominated:  ___ Treasurer;  ___ Lay Council Member 
 
           ___ Clergy Council Member 
 
Congregational Member at: _____________________________________ 
 
   City:  _______________________________________ 
 
Occupation:  __________________________________________ 
 
 
Tell us something about yourself (family, hobbies, etc.)  
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
How do you understand your faith? 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
How have you been active in the church?   
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please list one of your favorite Bible verses and tell why it has meaning for you. 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please sign below to indicate you are willing to serve if elected and mail this completed form to 
the Mission District Secretary at the address below. 

 
 
Signature  ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Mr. Craig Lease, Secretary 
Iowa Mission District, NALC 

405 7th Street N. 
Northwood, IA  50459 

 
 
 

 




