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A Word from the Dean 

FROM SUNSET TO DAWN 
 

 “Did not our hearts burn within us while He talked to us on the road, 
 while He opened to us the Scriptures?” - Luke 24:32 
 
 On the afternoon of the first Easter, two disciples were making their sad, slow way from Jerusalem 
to the village of Emmaus.  They had heard rumors of an empty tomb, but it made no sense to them.  
They were still lost in the sorrow and despair of the crucifixion.  As Luke tells the story in the 24th 
chapter of his gospel, they were walking toward the setting sun with their heads bowed low.  When a 
stranger comes to walk with them, asking them what they were talking about, it says they “stood still, 
looking sad.”  Yet, this was no ordinary stranger, but it was the risen Jesus Himself.  Even though they 
do not recognize Him, as He walks with them He begins to explain to them that the crucifixion was not 
some horrible, tragic mistake, but it was all a part of God’s purpose to bring forgiveness and salvation to 
the world.  Before long, they began to sense a new birth of hope springing up within them.  By the time 
they reach their destination and invite this stranger to share a meal with them, this sunset walk had 
become a journey into a new dawn. 
 
 Often our lives are clouded by sadness or uncertainty.  There are times in our life when it seems 
hard just to put one foot in front of another to keep going.  Yet, Jesus promises to come to us in those 
times, as well, to walk with us even when we do not recognize Him.  Often His presence comes in the 
form of a caring friend, an encouraging neighbor, a brother or sister in Christ who can remind us of the 
hope and life that has been given to us in Christ.  In some of our darkest moments Jesus comes to us 
through such care and strength and faith and love.  We, too, need to hear this Good News of the 
resurrection, that Christ is risen – for me!  We, too, need to have His Word and Promise awaken in our 
hearts the hope of this new life that is ours in Christ Jesus.  The good news of the resurrection means for 
us that every sunset journey in our life is leading us to the dawn of our life in Him.   
 
 When we consider our own journey of faith, there are many people we can think of who have 
walked with us and helped us to sense Jesus’ presence.  One of those people for me has been Pastor Al 
Hock.  I came to know Al when we moved to St. Olaf.  The people told me about the wonderful interim 
pastor who had served them – for the second time in ten years!  He was a humble, unpretentious man, 
who became a good friend.  I marveled at his energy and enthusiasm.  Over the years of his 30+ years of 
“retirement” he came to serve almost every Lutheran church in Clayton County as interim or supply 
pastor – plus several more in surrounding communities.  Our people referred to him as the “energizer 
bunny pastor.”  And within that quiet, humble demeanor was a mind as sharp as any, with a deep 
theological sense, and an unshakable commitment to Christ and the church.  I marveled as I came to 
know all that he had done throughout his ministry, working with bishops and archbishops, writing, 
preaching, and receiving the Mayor of Jerusalem’s award, an honor he treasured.  Most of all, he was for 
me an example of a faithful servant of Christ, and someone I will always try to emulate.  Because of his 
indefatigable nature, it seemed at times that he would outlive us all.  When he died during Holy Week, it 
was a sad time, the end of an era.  Yet, even as I sat at his bedside on Sunday before his death, knowing 
it was near, I could sense Jesus with us there, as well, saying to Al, 

“Well done, good and faithful servant.  Enter into the joy of your master.” 
 

Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean, Iowa Mission District, NALC 
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"Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, 
“Rise and go toward the south to the road that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” He rose 
and went, and there was an Ethiopian eunuch 
seated in his chariot, and he was reading the 
prophet Isaiah. Philip heard him reading 
Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” And he 
said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” 
Now the passage of the Scripture that he was 
reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to 
the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer 
is silent, so he opens not his mouth. In his 
humiliation justice was denied him. Who can 
describe his generation? For his life is taken 
away from the earth.” The eunuch said to 
Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the 
prophet say this, about himself or about 
someone else?” Then Philip opened his mouth, 
and beginning with this Scripture he told him 
the good news about Jesus." (Acts 8) 

 
Early in the life of the church, the 
twelve apostles went out into the 
world to spread the Good News of 
Jesus Christ. Sometimes the event 
involved a whole crowd of people. 
But in the story above, it involved 
just one inquiring mind and one 
guide. But no matter the size of the 
gathering, the subject matter and the 
source material never wavered: Jesus 
is the Good News, and we find Him 
in God's Holy Scriptures. For these 
earliest apostles, the Scriptures were 
primarily the Old Testament.  
 
But as latter-day apostles, the 
Scriptures have been enlarged also to 
include the New Testament, which 
give us eyewitness accounts of the 
life and ministry of Jesus, the Acts of 

the Apostles, and the many letters 
all of which seek to bring Jesus to 
the hearers, no matter the time or 
place. 
 
Much as Philip did in that desert 
place, we continue to be those who 
seek to bring the Good News of 
Jesus to the world by means of the 
Holy Bible. While there are many 
churches who seek to bring in 
crowds with provocative Sermon 
Series, such as "Seven Weeks to a 
More Vibrant Marriage" or "Ten 
Weeks to a More Fulfilling Life," 
churches of our ilk tend to remain 
anchored in God's Word. You see, 
we actually preach and teach from 
Scripture Alone, since we trust that 
God's Word is living and active, and 
doesn't need our help to make it 
'relevant' or 'topical.' 
 
And I'm afraid I can't say it any 
better than the words found in one 
of my favorite hymns: 
 
God's Word is our great heritage 
And shall be ours forever; 
To spread its light from age to age 
Shall be our chief endeavor. 
Through life it guides our way, 
In death it is our stay. 
Lord, grant, while worlds endure, 
We keep its teachings pure. 
Throughout all generations. 

Sola Scripura—Scripture Alone 
Pastor Christopher Staley 

First Lutheran Church, St. Ansgar, Iowa 



This and That  
from around the Iowa Mission District 

Group Picture of the ordination of Pastor Hans Tolpingrud (back row, right side of the cross) between Bishop John 
Bradosky (on his right) and Dr. Amy Schifrin (President of the North American Lutheran Seminary, and proud 
mother of Pastor Hans).  Pastor Tolpingrud was ordained March 18, 2018, at First English Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Pittsburgh, PA.  He and his wife, Anne, will be moving to Bark River, MI, where he has been called to 
serve Salem Lutheran Church. 

Pastor Tolpingrud being ordained by  
Bishop John Bradosky.  His mother, 
Dr. Amy Schifrin (left) and wife, 
Anne (right) stand with him. 

A joyous day 
of celebration!  
Left:  Hans 
with mother, 
Dr. Schifrin, 
above and 
(below) 
brother Nils 
and wife 
Anne.  Right, 
Hans and 
Anne, and 
(below) 
Anne’s 
parents, John 
and Sharon 
McCune. 



 

2018 Upcoming Events 
April 9-10—Annual Pastors’ Retreat at American Martyrs Retreat House, Cedar Falls, Iowa.  The Reverend Doctor Amy 
Schifrin, President of the NALS, will present a “Liturgical Boot Camp”. 
August 15-17—NALC Convocation, Crowne Plaza Convention Center, Denver, CO. 
September 15—Mission District Convocation, First Lutheran, St. Ansgar.  Keynote speaker will be Pr. David Wendel. 

Donations and Correspondence 
 

Checks sent to the Mission District for support should be made out to the Iowa Mission District, NALC, and mailed to 
Pastor Christopher Staley at PO Box 141, St. Ansgar, IA  50472-0141.   
 

Correspondence for Mr. Craig Lease, Mission District Secretary, should be sent to 405 7th St. N., Northwood, IA  50459 
 

Items for the Mission District newsletter (pictures, news, etc.) are best sent via e-mail to Pastor Barbara Wills at 
barbaramwills@gmail.com.   

This and That from around the Iowa Mission 
District, continued 

The Reverend Albert Llewellyn Hock 
August 9, 1918—March 26, 2018 

 On the evening of Holy Monday, March 26, 2018, Pastor Al 
Hock, the oldest pastor in the Iowa Mission District, and faithful 
servant of Christ our Lord, joined the Church Triumphant.  Those 
who knew Pastor Al and benefited from his ministry will miss his 
compassion and wisdom. 
 Pastor Hock was ordained into the ministry of Word and 
Sacrament on January 25, 1945, and served St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church in St. Paul, Minnesota, for thirty-nine years.  He had 
married his wife, Martha Druecker, on September 9, 1944, and in 
1984, they moved back to Strawberry Point, Iowa, where Pastor Al 
continued to serve his Lord through interim ministry, pulpit supply, 
weddings, funerals and Bible studies.  He loved preaching Christ 
and teaching the Scriptures. 

 In 2004, Al’s beloved Martha died, and in 2005 he married Gerda Lehs Waskow.  Just as Martha 
had been a faithful partner in ministry with Pastor Al, so Gerda also shared a love of God’s people 
with him until her death in 2015. 
 Among Pastor Hock’s many accomplishments were the writing and editing of confirmation 
materials for the American Lutheran Church, the founding of the Southwest St. Paul Cooperative 
Ministry in 1956 (this included seven Christian denominations and the Jewish community), 
spearheaded cooperative worship services between Roman Catholic and Lutheran congregations 
following the Vatican II Council (beginning while he was still in St. Paul, and then continuing the 
tradition in Clayton County with annual All Saints’ Day worship services), and writing a 
comprehensive history of the St. Sebald Colony (published by Lutheran University Press in 2004). 
 Pastor Gary Burkhalter, Pr. Al’s pastor, said this about him:  “...Not enough can be said about 
this man!  The more I learn about him, the more impressed I am!  This is a man who truly lived the 
servant role to his Master!  Every day.  All the time.  If there was ever a person who, like the apostle 
Paul, might have had the right to make some claim based on accomplishments, it would have been Pr. 
Al.  And yet even as death overtook him, the phrase I heard him mutter repeatedly—sometimes while 
only half conscious—was, "Lord, have mercy!" 
 Rest in peace, Pastor Al.  Thank you for your faithful witness to our Lord! 
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Following Jesus—Luther Style 
Who Is My Neighbor 

 When asked which is the greatest 
commandment, our Lord Jesus gave the answer that 
is foundational to the life of faith:  “…The Lord our 
God, the Lord is one; and you shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 

your mind, and with all your strength.”  (Mark 12:29b-

30)  Everything we do as followers of Christ must be 
done out of this loving connection with our God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit—as a grateful response 
to God’s love for us in sending our Lord Jesus to take 
the punishment for our sins in His death on the cross, 
and bring us into His Kingdom through His 
resurrection to eternal life.   

The second commandment, “You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself,” (Mark 12:31b) is dependent on 

the first, and on these two commandments all the 
teaching in the Law and the Prophets depends, as 
Jesus said in Matthew 22:40.  We cannot separate 
our love for the Lord from our love for our neighbor.  
Jesus makes this clear when He speaks of His return 
in glory when He will judge the nations.  Whatever 
we have done for or against our neighbor is done for 
or against Christ (Matthew 25:40, 45).  And the first 
Epistle of John reinforces this connection, “Beloved, if 
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another….  We 
love, because he first loved us.  If any one says, ‘I love God,’ 
and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love 
his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he 
has not seen.  And this commandment we have from him, 

that he who loves God should love his brother also.”  (1 

John 4:11, 19-21) 
So then the question arises, “Who is my 

neighbor?  Who is my brother or sister?”  Like the 
lawyer who, wanting to justify himself, asked Jesus 
this question in Luke 10:29, we ask the question.  
How much do I have to love?  Whom may I exclude?  
The love we want to hoard or deny to another is not 
love in the sense in which Jesus describes it in the 
Gospels and which He embodied in His death on the 
cross.  To answer the question, Jesus told the parable 
of the compassionate Samaritan, who finds a Jewish 
man beaten and robbed and left in the ditch to bleed 
to death.  Having been ignored by a Jewish priest and 
a Levite, people of his own race, the dying man 
receives mercy and aid from a man he himself would 
probably have hated—a Samaritan.  (Luke 10:30-37)  
And Jesus said to the lawyer, “Go and do 

likewise.”  (verse 37b) 

In the “Small Catechism” Luther spells out 
ways in which we exhibit love for our neighbor in his 

explanations of the fourth through tenth 
commandments.  We “fear and love God” so that we 
honor and respect our parents and others in authority; 
we don’t hurt our neighbors, but help them in all their 
needs; we keep our conduct pure in matters of sex and 
respect the bonds and boundaries of marriage; we not 
only avoid stealing, but also help others keep and 
protect what belongs to them; we don’t slander, gossip 
or tear down others but explain their actions in the 
kindest way; and we don’t desire anything or any 
relationship that others have or try to scheme to get 
something that does not belong to us.  These 
commandments are the structure upon which our love 
for others is built.  Each relationship will be fleshed 
out in unique ways and will require thoughtfulness, 
compassion, patience, sacrifice and prayer to 
accomplish.  It is our love for the Lord, our holy fear 
of the One who loved us so much that He was willing 
to come and sacrifice His very life for us, that guides 
us through the strenuous process of loving those 
around us. 

In seeking to love our neighbor, we will need 
all the support the Lord gives us:  In our daily prayer 
life, as we search the Scriptures for words of wisdom 
and guidance from God and as we study and seek the 
Lord’s will—alone and with others; and within the 
Body of Christ, as we confess our sins and receive 
forgiveness, acknowledge and praise the love and 
Lordship of God, are strengthened through the Word 
preached and the body and blood of Christ given for 

us, and joined together in the presence of Christ who 
is with us where two or three are gathered in His 
name. 

To be a follower of Christ, it is not enough to 
simply claim the name of Jesus and then go about our 
“business as usual”.  “Not every one who says to me, 
‘Lord, Lord’, shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who 

does the will of my Father who is in heaven.”  (Matthew 

7:21)  Jesus calls us into relationships—eternal life 
with our heavenly Father, Christ the only begotten 
and beloved Son, and the Holy Spirit; and sharing the 
kindness, compassion and forgiveness which we 
ourselves have received from Christ with others 
around us.  On these two “laws” rest all the will of the 
Lord as revealed in Scripture and through the life, 
death and resurrection of Christ Jesus, who first loved 
us and gave Himself—for each of us, and all of us.  

 
Pastor Barbara M. Wills 



Iowa Mission District Leadership 
 

Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean—stolafparish@neitel.net  
Craig Lease, Secretary—pdlease@gmail.com 
Pastor Christopher Staley, Treasurer—cbstaley@netins.net 
 

Mission District Council Members: 
Pastor Barbara Wills—barbaramwills@gmail.com 
Pastor Gary Burkhalter—pgburkhalter52@hotmail.com 

Pastor Mark Lund—pastormarklund@gmail.com 
Gregory Olson—golson@ruthventel.com  
Chris Schlee—schleemasonry@hotmail.com  

Roger Mohning—julceram@neitel.net 
 
 

Newsletter Editor:  Pastor Barbara Wills—barbaramwills@gmail.com  

 

Ackley:  Our Saviour’s, Dan Buhs, Lay Minister  

+Atlantic:  Holy Trinity—Call Process 

Avoca:  Trinity, Pr. Eric Meissner 

Badger:  Badger Lutheran, Pr. Scott Meier 

Boyden:  St. John, Pr. Mark Lund 

Dorchester:  Waterloo Ridge, Call Process 

Eagle Grove:  Evangelical Lutheran, Pr. Jason Cooper 

Eagle Grove:  Samuel Lutheran, Pr.  Rich Taylor 

Ellsworth:  Trinity,  Pastor Jon Rollefson  

Emmons, MN:  Emmons, Pr. Christopher Martin 

Gilmore City:  First, Call Process 

Grafton:  Emmanuel, Pr. Solveig Zamzow 

Greene:  St. John (Vilmar), Pr. David Schafer, Interim 

Gunder:  Marion, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Harlan:  Bethlehem, Pr. Ronald Rasmussen 

+Huxley:  Shepherd of the Prairie, Scott Licht, Lay 
Minister  

Irwin:  St. Paul, Pr. Ronald Rasmussen 

Laurens:  Bethany, Pr. Scott Baker 

Manchester:  First, Pr. Tony D. Ede 

+Monona, Faith:  Pr. Mel Harris 

+Northwood:  Peace, Pr. Barbara Wills 

Palmer:  St. John’s,  

Plainfield:  St. John, Pr. Kim Thacker 

Readlyn: St. Matthew, Pr. Jean Rabary 

Readlyn:  Zion, Pr. Jean Rabary 

+Robins:  Servants of Christ, Pr. Ron Voss 

+Rochester, MN:  Emmanuel,  Pr. David Steffenson 

Ruthven:  Zion, Pr. Thomas Summerfield  

St. Ansgar:  First, Pr. Christopher Staley 

St. Olaf:  Norway, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Sheldon:  St. Paul, Pr. Craig Nissen 

+Sibley:  Faith, Pr. Tim Nappe  

Spencer:  Trinity 
   +Strawberry Pt.:  Mission in Christ, Pr. Gary Burkhalter  

Thor:  Ullensvang, Pr. Darryl Landsverk  

Waterville. Old East Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 

Waukon:  Old West Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 
 

+ indicates mission congregation 

 

The Iowa Mission District 
has 37 congregations! 

The following pastors are available for pulpit supply: 
 
Pastor Paul Breddin—515--528-2284 
Pastor David Steffenson—253-302-9845 (Sundays) 
Pastor Paul Weeg- -641-381-0675 

Congregations of the Iowa Mission District 

The Iowa Mission District 
website may be found at: 
www.iowamissiondistrict.com.  
If your congregation has a 
web site, and you would like to 
have the web address linked to 
your church name on the 
Mission District web site, 
please send the web address to 
me, Pastor Barbara Wills, at 
barbaramwills@gmail.com. 
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