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A Word from the Dean 

GO! 
"Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you." 

~Matthew 28:19-20 

 
 When the disciples first saw Jesus following the resurrection, they were so overwhelmed they 
"disbelieved for joy," as Luke puts it.  By the time they were gathered in Jerusalem some 40 days later, 
it is clear they had come to think this was the time that God would usher in His Kingdom and they had 
only to wait for Jesus to reveal Himself to the whole world in power and glory.  Little did they know 
that it would be through them that Jesus would show Himself to the world.  
  

 At the close of Matthew's gospel, the disciples are gathered with Jesus at the foot of a mountain.  
Do they think they will be gathered up into heaven with Him?  Are they ready to leave everything 
behind?  If so, they are in for a surprise.  Instead, they are given what has come to be known as the 
Great Commission -- the marching orders for the church.  Jesus is telling them that this is not the end, 
but, rather, it is just the beginning of their adventure of faith. 
 

 There are four commands given in this commission.  We are to "make disciples."  We are not told 
to increase the membership rolls of our favorite social club, but to call people into a living relationship 
with our Lord and Savior.  We are to "baptize."  The sign and seal of that relationship is baptism in the 
name of our Triune God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit -- the washing away of our old life of 
sin so we may be clothed with the righteousness of Christ.  And we are to "teach."  We are to keep 
before us the words of hope and promise given to us by the One who is the very Word of God Himself. 
  

 And all of this is done under the command to "Go."  We are a sent people -- a people with a 
mission -- a people on the move.  This does not mean we are all to travel to distant lands spreading the 
Gospel, although it does mean some always will be sent.  But it means that we are all to have an 
outward attitude of faith.  Our gaze is not to be inward upon ourselves, considering only those closest to 
us.  But we are to have an outward attitude -- 
 

   -- toward God and the plans He has for our lives to transform us  
       more and more into the likeness of His Son. 
   -- toward others, in our prayers and concerns for all the nations  
       and peoples of the world. 
   -- toward the future in the confidence that the future is in the  
       hands of our Risen Lord and Savior. 
 

And as we go, we have the words of Jesus' promise to strengthen us on the way: 
 

"Lo, I am with you always, 
to the close of the age." 

 
Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean, Iowa Mission District, NALC 

http://www.iowamissiondistrict.com/


 I love our Lutheran appreciation of God’s 
Word as performative – meaning that it does 
something.  The whole notion of performative 
words is receiving more and more study in the 
area of linguistics – the study languages.  And, 
not surprisingly, what they’re finding is that our 
words have an effect, an impact.  They damage 
and destroy, they heal and build up.  If we think 
about our own lives, some of our deepest 
wounds and some of our most glorious moments 
are tied to the words we’ve heard from ourselves 
and others.  Can you hear those words even 
now? 
 If our words have that much power, think 
about God’s Word.  Isn’t wonderful to hear 
again and again God calling creation into being 
by His Word in Genesis 1?  God said let there be 
light and there was…. light. 
 By the time we get to John, Chapter one, we 
learn that this Word is none other than the person 
of our Lord Jesus: “In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with 
God. 3 All things came into being through 
Him” (John 1.1-3a) Fascinating.  Our Lord comes 
to us by way of His Word and He does things. 
By way of His Word and His Spirit, Jesus comes 
to us in the waters of baptism. It’s the Word 
that’s doing something – calling and claiming 
the child, or adult, as His own. Similarly, Jesus 
comes to us, by way of the Word combined with 
ordinary bread and wine, in Holy Communion.  
 This amazing Word does things. By way of 
law (not just the Ten Commandments but every 
time we hear or read in Scripture something we 
“should” do) Jesus reveals our sin and our 
inability to do the law.  On our own we are 
always falling short of the law’s demands.  And 
then, just when we are at the brink of despair, 
along comes Christ – the Word – with the 
glorious Gospel message – you are loved, you 
are forgiven, you are free.  Christ says don’t 
worry about your own unrighteousness, cling to 
me and my righteousness.  Don’t worry that you 
fall short of the law’s demands – I have met 

them all for you.  
 While we, as believers, live in the flesh in 
this world, we remain saints and sinners.  And 
throughout our lives God continues the 
process of putting the sinner to death by way 
of the law and raising us to new life by way of 
the Gospel.  What a glorious freedom.  We 
don’t have to exhaust ourselves on the hamster 
wheel of trying to be good enough – for God 
and others.  Likewise, we don’t have to 
exhaust ourselves on the hamster wheel of 
trying to make ourselves more godly.  God has 
taken care of our salvation and is taking care 
of our sanctification (making us more godly.)  
We can open ourselves to God’s work as we 
spend time in His Word, receive Him by way 
of His Word and His body and blood when we 
gather for worship.  But alas, in light of the 
Word, our self- preoccupation begins to fall 
away and we begin to see beyond our navels 
and our noses.  There they are in our homes, 
our workplaces, our extended families, our 
neighborhoods and our local and global 
communities – our neighbors in need.  And 
what’s the absolute best thing that we have to 
share with our neighbors in need?  Our faith 
and God’s Word.  
 Many of the Spanish translations of John 
1 read “In the beginning was the verb, and the 
verb was with God and was God.”  These 
translations do a nice job of capturing the 
active nature of God’s Word. Sola Scriptura – 
we trust this amazing Word of God.  It does 
things.  It’s a performative Word – a living 
and active Word.  
 
For the word of God is living and active and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, and 

piercing as far as the division of soul and 

spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to 
judge the thoughts and intentions of the 

heart.  (Hebrews 4.12) 

Sola Scripura—Scripture Alone 
God’s Word doesn’t just stand there – it does something. 

Pastor Tom Summerfield 
Zion Lutheran Church, Ruthven, Iowa 



This and That  
from around the Iowa Mission District 

The annual Iowa Mission District Pastors’ Retreat was well attended this year.  
Pastors and Lay Ministers from around the mission district gathered at American 
Martyrs’ Retreat House in Cedar Falls on April 9-10 for “rest and renewal” 
through worship, learning and fellowship.  Doctor Amy Schifrin led us through 
a “Liturgical Boot Camp” to enhance our worship leadership skills and 
reminded us that our body language and facial expressions are as important as 
the words we speak or sing.  Left, Dr. Schifrin and Pr. Christopher Staley 
demonstrate differences in arm-span width, with the reminder that the size of the 
chancel area requires our consideration as we use liturgical gestures in worship.  
Below left, pastors gather for meals and conversation in the retreat house dining 
room.  Below center, Pr. Barbara Wills, Dr. Amy Schifrin, and Nyandit Rika, 
wife of Pr. James Puotyual, pose for a picture before departing the retreat.  
Nyandit (bottom right) will join her husband in January 2019 when he returns to 
Africa to work with Sudanese refugees in Ethiopia.  They have lived in the U.S. 
for many years, and Nyandit looks forward to seeing her parents for the first 
time in 26 years. 

On Saturday, April 7th, Pastor Marshall Hahn (Iowa Mission District Dean) and 
members of his parish - Keith Koch, Glenda Plozay, and Ron Sass (not pictured) - 
attended the dedication of the new church building which the Ebenezer Oromo 
Evangelical Church in Minneapolis has recently purchased.  Pastor Hahn (left) offered 
greetings.  A dinner in the fellowship hall followed the service.  Below, Keith and 
Glenda are pictured with Buze (a member of the Oromo church) and Pastor Roland 
Wells (pastor of the church building where the Oromo congregation previously held 
their worship services).  The St. Olaf Parish has a long-standing relationship with the 
Ebenezer Oromo Evangelical Church since they left the ELCA and formed a new 
congregation in 2012.   
Pastor Gemechis Buba was the preacher for the service.  Ebenezer is a congregation of 

Oromo immigrants from Ethiopia.  In 
his sermon, Dr. Buba make mention 
of several other Oromo congregations 
which have followed a similar path as 
the people of Ebenezer in seeking to 
uphold their commitment to the 
authority of God’s Word in their life 
and ministry.  Currently, there are 8 
Oromo congregations and fellowships, 
in Chicago, Columbus, Denver, 
Houston, Phoenix, San Francisco, and 
Washington, D.C., which, along with 
Ebenezer are a part of the North 
American Lutheran Church.    



The Iowa Mission District 
website may be found at: 
www.iowamissiondistrict.com.  
If your congregation has a 
web site, and you would like to 
have the web address linked to 
your church name on the 
Mission District web site, 
please send the web address to 
me, Pastor Barbara Wills, at 
barbaramwills@gmail.com. 

 

2018 Upcoming Events 
 

August 15-17—NALC Convocation, Crowne Plaza Convention Center, Denver, CO. 
 
July—Youth Mission Trip 
 
September 15—Mission District Convocation, First Lutheran, St. Ansgar.  Keynote speaker will be Pr. 
David Wendel. 

Donations and Correspondence 
 

Checks sent to the Mission District for support should be made out to the Iowa Mission 
District, NALC, and mailed to Pastor Christopher Staley at PO Box 141, St. Ansgar, IA  
50472-0141.   
 
Correspondence for Mr. Craig Lease, Mission District Secretary, should be sent to 405 7th St. 
N., Northwood, IA  50459 
 
Items for the Mission District newsletter (pictures, news, etc.) are best sent via e-mail to Pastor 
Barbara Wills at barbaramwills@gmail.com.   
 

Reminder:  The Mission Distr ict fiscal year ends on August 31.  Please keep 
this date in mind when sending your annual donations. 

Announcements 

Left:  Pastor 
Christopher 
Martin and the 
young people 
who received 
their first 
Communion at 
Emmons 
Lutheran 
Church on 
March 29th. 

http://www.iowamissiondistrict.com
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Following Jesus—Luther Style 
Scripture Alone 

One of Martin Luther’s most 
memorable quotes was spoken at his 
hearing before the Emperor of the Holy 
Roman Empire at the Diet of Worms.  When 
pressured to recant—that is “take back”—what 
he had said in his writings and teachings 
regarding Holy Scripture and the misuses in the 
church of his day, Luther said, "Unless I am 
convinced by Scripture and plain reason – “I do 
not accept the authority of the popes and 
councils, for they have contradicted each other - 
my conscience is captive to the Word of God. I 
cannot and I will not recant anything for to go 
against conscience is neither right nor safe. 
God help me. Amen." 

Holy Scripture, the Bible, the written 
word of God, is our guidebook along our 
journey of faith, as we seek to faithfully follow 
in the footsteps of Christ.  The written word of 
God shows us the incarnate Word of God, as 
Luther so eloquently states in his Preface to the 
Old Testament (1545) (Luther Works, Vol. 35, p. 

236):  “Therefore … think of the Scriptures as 
the loftiest and noblest of holy things, as the 
richest of mines which can never be sufficiently 
explored, in order that you may find that divine 
wisdom which God here lays before you in such 
simple guise as to quench all pride.  Here you 
will find the swaddling cloths and the manger in 
which Christ lies, and to which the angel points 
the shepherds [Luke 2:12].  Simple and lowly are 
these swaddling cloths, but dear is the treasure, 
Christ, who lies in them.” 

If we would be followers of Christ Jesus 
we cannot ignore the Bible or put any other 
book or “system” in its place.  The Bible gives 
us Christ, from beginning to end.  The Old 
Testament (or “First” Testament”) points 
forward to the coming of the Messiah who 
would be the source of blessing for all nations 
as the Lord promised Abraham and Sarah in 
Genesis 12:1-3, et al.  The New Testament tells 
us of the fulfillment of that promise in the life, 
death and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth, and 
it points to His return in glory as King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords Who will return in glory at 
the end of all the ages to rule in majesty and 
splendor forever and ever.  Indeed, He is the 

Treasure of Whom Luther speaks in the 
quote above, and to Whom is due our 
complete devotion. 
As followers of Christ, we depend on 

the Bible as our source of information about 
Jesus, as our guide in how to follow—through 
the Commandments, prophets, stories of the 
lives of God’s people throughout the ages, the 
example of Jesus’ life and teachings, and as the 
means through which God communicates His 
will to us—and as the means through which we 
are given language and permission to speak to 
the Lord.  The Bible is to be studied so we 
know Who God is, what He expects of us as His 
children, and how much He loves us.  It is our 
prayer book, the “living word” that bridges the 
communication gap, giving us the words the 
Lord has spoken and continues to speak from 
age to age, and offering us appropriate words 
from the most ancient times for expressing our 
love, repentance, hopes, and praise to the One 
Who gave us life in this world; the Redeemer 
Who purchased us back from sin, death, and the 
devil so that we might live in the eternal 
relationship with the Lord that was intended 
from the beginning of all things; and the most 
Holy Spirit of God, Who abides with us to open 
our hearts to the truth and guide us safely 
through the perils of this life. 

As we immerse ourselves in this written 
word of God, through daily reading and prayer, 
and weekly worship in the body of Christ where 
we are fed with both Word and Sacrament, we 
are drawn into the life of Christ, the eternal, 
incarnate Word of God.  Our whole life is 
transformed, and we follow in a natural way, as 
fruit cannot help but grow on the branches of a 
tree.  We quit worrying about ourselves and 
whether we’re “doing enough” or “giving 
enough”.  We quit analyzing and quantifying 
our faith.  We live for Christ, and our whole 
lives are absorbed into His great and eternal life 
and love.  We become “captive to the word of 
God.” 

 

“Lord, keep us steadfast in your Word….” 
--Martin Luther 

 

Pastor Barbara M. Wills 



Iowa Mission District Leadership 
 

Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean—stolafparish@neitel.net  
Craig Lease, Secretary—pdlease@gmail.com 
Pastor Christopher Staley, Treasurer—cbstaley@netins.net 
 

Mission District Council Members: 
Pastor Barbara Wills—barbaramwills@gmail.com 
Pastor Gary Burkhalter—pgburkhalter52@hotmail.com 

Pastor Mark Lund—pastormarklund@gmail.com 
Gregory Olson—golson@ruthventel.com  
Chris Schlee—schleemasonry@hotmail.com  

Roger Mohning—julceram@neitel.net 
 
 

Newsletter Editor:  Pastor Barbara Wills—barbaramwills@gmail.com  

 

Ackley:  Our Saviour’s, Dan Buhs, Lay Minister  

+Atlantic:  Holy Trinity—Call Process 

Avoca:  Trinity, Pr. Eric Meissner 

Badger:  Badger Lutheran, Pr. Scott Meier 

Boyden:  St. John, Pr. Mark Lund 

Dorchester:  Waterloo Ridge, Call Process 

Eagle Grove:  Evangelical Lutheran, Pr. Jason Cooper 

Eagle Grove:  Samuel Lutheran, Pr.  Rich Taylor 

Ellsworth:  Trinity,  Pastor Jon Rollefson  

Emmons, MN:  Emmons, Pr. Christopher Martin 

Gilmore City:  First, Call Process 

Grafton:  Emmanuel, Pr. Solveig Zamzow 

Greene:  St. John (Vilmar), Pr. David Schafer, Interim 

Gunder:  Marion, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Harlan:  Bethlehem, Pr. Ronald Rasmussen 

+Huxley:  Shepherd of the Prairie, Scott Licht, Lay 
Minister  

Irwin:  St. Paul, Pr. Ronald Rasmussen 

Laurens:  Bethany, Pr. Scott Baker 

Manchester:  First, Pr. Tony D. Ede 

+Monona, Faith:  Pr. Mel Harris 

+Northwood:  Peace, Pr. Barbara Wills 

Palmer:  St. John’s,  

Plainfield:  St. John, Pr. Kim Thacker 

Readlyn: St. Matthew, Pr. Jean Rabary 

Readlyn:  Zion, Pr. Jean Rabary 

+Robins:  Servants of Christ, Pr. Ron Voss 

+Rochester, MN:  Emmanuel,  Pr. David Steffenson 

Ruthven:  Zion, Pr. Thomas Summerfield  

St. Ansgar:  First, Pr. Christopher Staley 

St. Olaf:  Norway, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Sheldon:  St. Paul, Pr. Craig Nissen 

+Sibley:  Faith, Pr. Tim Nappe  

Spencer:  Trinity 
   +Strawberry Pt.:  Mission in Christ, Pr. Gary Burkhalter  

Thor:  Ullensvang, Pr. Darryl Landsverk  

Waterville. Old East Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 

Waukon:  Old West Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 
 

+ indicates mission congregation 

 

The Iowa Mission District 
has 37 congregations! 

The following pastors are available for pulpit supply: 
 
Pastor Paul Breddin—515--528-2284 
Pastor David Steffenson—253-302-9845 (Sundays) 
Pastor Paul Weeg- -641-381-0675 

Congregations of the Iowa Mission District 
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