
News 
of the Iowa Mission District 

of the North American Lutheran Church 

 

www.iowamissiondistrict.com 
 

September 2017 

A Word from the Dean 

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,  
 Thomas Merton, a Trappist monk who lived 
in the last century, says in a small book entitled, 
Praying the Psalms:  “In the Psalms, we drink divine 
praise at its pure and stainless source, in all its primitive 
sincerity and perfection.  We return to the youthful 
strength and directness with which the ancient psalmists 

voiced their adoration of the God of Israel.” 

 As you are probably all too aware, it is 
important for our spiritual well being to “pray the 
Bible”.  The psalms are the most obvious sources 
for our prayer life because they are the prayer 
book of the Church.  The practice of praying these 
prayers and other songs of praise from the Bible 
was inherited from our Jewish forebears—Jesus 
prayed the psalms (particularly Psalm 22 from the 
cross), and the early church prayed them (there 
are a number of references throughout Acts and 
the Epistles).  Many segments of the church have 
never lost this practice in their worship life, 
including Lutherans.   
 If you look carefully at our liturgy you will 
find that all of it has come from the Bible, 
sometimes paraphrased to work with liturgical 
chanting.  From the greeting with which we begin 
the service (a phrase used by Paul in several of his 
letters to various churches), through the Glory to 
God (which echoes the angels’ song in Luke 2), 
the Alleluia (John 6:66-69), the Holy, Holy, Holy 
(the song of praise that was shouted as Jesus 
entered Jerusalem on the donkey), the Lamb of 
God (John’s introduction to Jesus in the Gospel of 
John), through to the benediction (Aaron’s 
blessing in Numbers 6:24-26), our liturgy contains 
prayers of praise to the Lord taken directly from 
Scripture itself. 
 So powerful is prayer that is based on 
Scripture that even our evangelical brothers and 
sisters have come to an appreciation of this form 
of prayer.  While probably not yet embracing our 

liturgical practices, Professor Donald Whitney has 
written a small volume on Praying the Bible for 
enriching one’s personal prayer life.  Professor 
Whitney offers a simple and authentic method for 
beginning the practice of praying the Bible, with 
his main emphasis on using the Psalms to have a 
“dialogue” with God through His word—reading 
a phrase or verse and then praying about what 
comes to mind.  Most of his examples use the 
verses as a framework for our petitions, using the 
language of the Psalm to show us how to praise 
the Lord and give content to our prayers. 
 As we become more comfortable with this 
type of prayer we can broaden our “listening” 
from using the text of the Scriptures simply to 
organize our own requests, to hearing in the text 

God’s word to us.  Perhaps the psalms crying out for 

retribution may help us learn to ask the Lord to 
destroy within our own hearts those hateful 

thoughts and unkind judgments we have toward 
others.  The admonitions to repent must always 
speak to us of our daily need to search our hearts 
and ask forgiveness for those things—known and 
unknown—that we’ve done or failed to do that 
have brought harm or sorrow to another person 
and grief to our Lord.  And the parables are a rich 
source of prayer, inviting us into the story to find 
that we may sometimes be the “bad seed” that 
needs to repent, or the “thorny soil” in which 
we’ve let other things choke out God’s word. 
 The Bible is God’s word to us.  Luther said 
his conscience was bound to the Word of God.  
This is where we learn of God’s will and His grace 
in Christ Jesus; and are given the language to 
communicate with Him through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
Pastor Barbara Wills 
August 2017 

Pastor Barb Wills has written a wonderful article for the Peace Lutheran Church newsletter of 
Northwood.  It is reprinted here with her permission as a “guest article” for the Dean’s 
page.  Enjoy!      Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean, Iowa Mission District, NALC 

http://www.iowamissiondistrict.com/


Seed Time and Harvest 
Pastor Susan Fox 

Franklin Lutheran Church, rural Viroqua, Wisconsin 
West Prairie Parish, rural Viroqua, Wisconsin 

Greetings in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
From the vantage point of the parsonage dining 
room, I have a clear view of the pastoral vista.  
Moving here two years ago from the rolling 
prairie land of South Dakota, this landscape still 
thrills me!  I never tire of watching the early 
morning sun chase the shadows of night over the 
hill and dale into nothingness. 
 
With cup of coffee in hand, I stand at the window 
and marvel at how tall the corn is; and how green 
the soybean plants are.  The other day, I took a 
walk down to the field of soybeans and checked to 
see how developed the pods were.  They are 
coming along nicely! 
 
On the way back to the house, the words to this 
hymn poured out of my mouth: 
 

The Church’s one foundation 
Is Jesus Christ her Lord, 
She is His new creation 
By water and the Word. 

From Heav’n He came and sought her 
To be His holy bride; 

With His own blood He bought her 
And for her life He died. 

 
Yes!  You were singing, weren’t you--a song of 
proclamation. 
 
This hymn is grounded in St. Paul’s Letter to the 
Corinthians, and is part of the discourse to the 
Church of God at Corinth, as he addresses the 
issue of the divisions which were occurring there.   
 
Turn with me to First Corinthians, chapter three. 
(I’ll wait until you find it!) 
 
Paul admonishes the people that they are thinking 
like people of the world and not like Godly 
persons.  In verse 7, he reminds them that the 
Church is God’s, and we are His disciples.  Paul’s 
expectation of the people is that they will grow 
into Christian maturity and set aside their 
squabbling.   

 
And in verse 11, he tells them that the 
foundation of their faith is Jesus Christ, 
regardless of who the messenger has been.  And 
so, this is the bedrock of our faith:  one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism.   
 
Much later, in the life of the church, Martin 
Luther would uphold St. Paul’s understanding of 
Christian unity.  In his sermon on the Ephesians 
4 text, he writes “Christians should feel bound 
to maintain the unity of the Spirit, since they are 
all members of one body and partakers of the 
same spiritual blessings.”  Let us not be 
sidetracked with petty differences, but firmly 
keep our eyes focused on the mission of the 
church. 
 
As I look out my window at the corn field, I see 
one field, but many stalks of corn.  In recent 
days I have been able to see the ears of corn on 
those plants. 
 
Can the Christian church be compared to a 
cornfield?  I think it can.   

One field—one Church.   
Many plants—many disciples of Christ.   
Ears of corn—the harvest 

 
I was privileged to attend the annual Mission 
Festival and Convocation in Nashville, 
Tennessee.  I saw many ‘corn stalks’, and heard 
the stories about the ‘ears of corn’ growing in 
countries like China, Ethiopia, and Tanzania.   
 
Whether we think the ‘time is favorable or not,’ 
preaching Christ Crucified is happening all over 
the world, and His Church grows! 
 
Let us grow in our faith and be of one mind, for 
this is pleasing to our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

For the love of Christ, 
Pastor Susan Fox 





Nearly 700 NALC members gathered August 9-11 
for the 2017 
NALC Convocation in Nashville, Tenn., around the 
theme, “Holding 
Fast: Being Reformed.” 
The 500th anniversary of the Reformation 
provided a focus for the 
Convocation. The leaders of the largest Lutheran 
churches in the 
world were featured speakers for the worship 
services. The Rev. Dr. 
Fredrick Onael Shoo, Presiding Bishop of the 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Tanzania, was the preacher for a festival 
service 
observing the Reformation anniversary. The Rev. 
Yonas Yigezu, 
President of the Ethiopian Evangelical Church 
Mekane Yesus, 
preached for the opening worship of the 
Convocation Mission 
Festival. 
The Rev. Dr. James Nestingen and the Rev. Dr. 

Nathan Yoder 
delivered keynote Bible study addresses on 
Reformation themes. 
The Rev. Dr. Jared Wicks addressed Martin Luther 
from a Roman 
Catholic perspective, and Carmen Fowler LaBerge 
addressed the 
Lutheran Reformation from a Reformed 
perspective. 
The NALC’s focus on discipleship featured 
prominently in the 
Convocation. Bishop John Bradosky provided a 
keynote address 
and Bible study on discipleship for the Mission 
Festival. Discipleship 
was also a focus of his report to the Convocation 
and of other 
speakers and workshops. 

 
The NALC Mission Festival began the 

Convocation under the 
theme, “Renewing Congregational Life Through 
the Word of God.” 
Keynote addresses were given by Bishop Bradosky, 
the Rev. Dr. 
Gemechis Buba, and the Rev. Dr. Joseph Parsalaw 
of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania. Church 
leaders from 
around the world took part in a panel discussion 
on congregational 
life in their countries. Workshops addressed a 
variety of topics. 

 
Stuff the Truck for NALC Disaster 
Response was a 

great success. So many supplies were brought for 

NALC News 
NALC Convocation August 9-11, 2017 

2017 NALC Convocation focuses 

Convocation report from the bulletin insert sent from 
the North American Lutheran Church office: 



NALC Disaster 
Response that a larger truck needed to be 
obtained. Donated 
supplies included 400 quilts, 366 health kits, 112 
school kits, 70 
flood buckets, and 225 Bibles. 

 
The Bishop election process will remain the 

same as 
proposed constitutional amendments were not 
approved. 

 
Elected to the NALC Executive Council to 

four-year terms 
were Brian E. Sutton of Statesville, N.C., and 
Pastor Mark Braaten 
of Tyler, Texas. Pastor Jeffray S. Greene of Brooks, 
Ga., and Lyle 
Hollander of Boyden, Iowa were elected to the 
Court of Adjudication. 
The Convocation also ratified the election of Julie 
Eskeland to the 
NALC-Canada Section Governing Board. 

 

2018 budgets were approved. The 

Convocation approved a 
$2.1 million operating budget for the NALC. 
Budgets were also 
approved for NALC designated funds: $543,000 
for the Theological 
Education Fund (which includes the North 
American Lutheran 
Seminary); $165,500 for the Great Commission 
Fund; and $64,000 
for the Disaster Response Fund. Budgets 
anticipate spending some 
cash reserves. Delegates also approved a 
resolution encouraging 
congregations to increase their benevolence 
giving to the NALC by 
at least 1 percent of their congregational budget 
annually. 

 
The Braaten and Benne Lectures in 
Theology, the 

annual theological conference which precedes the 
Convocation, 
focused on theological perspectives on the Work 

NALC Disaster 
Response and the Harp 
Mission Loads Truck 
for Harvey 
Flood buckets, cleaning supplies, bottled 
water, and many other emergency 
supplies were loaded Monday, August 
28, 2017, for delivery to Texas for 
Hurricane Harvey relief.A projected 12 
million people have been impacted by 
this category 4 hurricane. Eight people 

have died and thousands are stranded due to Houston’s catastrophic flooding. No drinking water, 
no electricity, and no food has created life threatening situations.NALC and the HARP Mission 
volunteers are providing the manpower to help hundreds of these families. The Harp Mission serves 
southeast Ohio in non-disaster times, providing material goods, home repairs, and job training to 
low income families. When a disaster strikes, NALC volunteers are ready to ship emergency 
supplies from the national warehouse in Caldwell. These are items that are not easily available in 
impacted communities.  To support Hurricane Harvey relief efforts, send your donations to NALC 
Disaster Response, 2299 Palmer Dr. Suite 220 New Brighton, MN 55112 — or securely donate 
online by clicking the button below. Be sure to click “Disaster Response” on the donation page.  Call 
Mary Bates at 740-509-1132 for more information or to donate material goods, such as bottled 
water. Please keep these families in your prayers. 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=VsJ8CwMj1aCrKwVp7Pm86vuG04wrsytIUmd-SBrfdko9j6DScw4e0rCt3D2SnE5vJt4zYznbiA8VFV-JY4q5GHy83cpWGgsclRx5WCm3w03-Li0LtnXWp1n50VibHtc4rJljxoE84IHuuxzjWWLVm_aHgPuU4h3W177JOLtW5co=
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=VsJ8CwMj1aCrKwVp7Pm86vuG04wrsytIUmd-SBrfdko9j6DScw4e0rCt3D2SnE5vJt4zYznbiA8VFV-JY4q5GHy83cpWGgsclRx5WCm3w03-Li0LtnXWp1n50VibHtc4rJljxoE84IHuuxzjWWLVm_aHgPuU4h3W177JOLtW5co=


This and That  
from around the Iowa Mission District 

Faith Lutheran Church, Monona, Iowa, will be 
sending 22 quilts and lap robes to the Freedom 
Foundation (Veterans Helping Veterans) in 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa.   These lap robes and 
quilts were made by the women of the church, 
using recycled denim and other fabrics.  
Quilting day for Faith Lutheran Women is the 
2nd Wednesday of the month, September 
through May.  Quilt tops are made by 
individual women in their homes, and the tying 
is done on quilting day at the church.  We find 
this a very rewarding project, and the Freedom 
Foundation is very appreciative to receive the 
quilts and lap robes.  We also provided 44 
personal care kits, 2 quilts and 3 receiving 
blankets to the "Stuff the Truck" disaster relief 
project sponsored by the NALC.  Items were 
taken to the NALC 2017 Convocation in 
Nashville, Tennessee by our Faith Lutheran 
delegate, Roger Mohning and his wife, Julaine.  
The women of Faith Lutheran thank God for 
the ability and privilege to provide these gifts 
and ask His blessings on those that receive 

them.  Thelma Keehner, President,  
   Faith Lutheran Women 

Above:  Thelma Keehner with 22 quilts ready to deliver 
to Freedom Foundation in Cedar Rapids.   

There was a full church at St. Matthew 
Lutheran, Readlyn on Sunday, August 
27 for the Installation of Pr. Jean Rabary 
to the Readlyn Parish of St. Matthew 
and Zion Lutheran Churches. Eight 
pastors took part in the laying on of 
hands for the blessing, lay members 
from at least 6 neighboring churches 
attended as visitors, and guests from as 
far away as Madagascar were there to 
celebrate with Pastor Rabary and his 
family and the people of St.Matthew and 
Zion!  May God bless their partnership 
in ministry!  

Pictured above:  Pastors David Steffenson, Christopher 
Martin, Kim Thacker, Tony D. Ede, Jean Rabary, Christopher 
Staley, Gary Burkhalter, Gary Hatcher (Dean of the Iowa 
Chapter, Society of the Holy Trinity), and Marshall Hahn 
(Dean of the Iowa Mission District, NALC). 



 

Upcoming Events 
 

 

September 16—Iowa Mission District 
Convocation at Old East Paint Creek 
Lutheran Church, rural Waterville, Iowa.   

This and That continued…. 

The 2017 Waterloo Ridge member’s quilt 
was created and quilted by Jan Tilleraas with 
funds provided by the late Rev. Allen E. 
Hermeier. A modification of squares and 
rectangles quilt pattern, the central white 
crosses include members and family names 
with favorite Bible verses. The quilt is hung 
on the south wall of the Nave adjacent to the 
Pulpit. 

The 1933 Waterloo Ridge quilt was a fund-raising 
project made by the Ladies’ Aid Society.  Lillian 
Felde Moan of Park River, North Dakota, donated 
this quilt to Vesterheim in 1986.  She thought that 
her husband, John C.H. Moan, won it in a raffle.  
Laurann Gilbertson, Chief Curator at Vesterheim 
Museum, notes “possibly done by Lena Wernson.” 
Quilt is 70” wide; 82” long: 10 blocks across; 12 
blocks down; each 5 ½” square made in the Hearts 
and Gizzards pattern with 479 names embroidered 
including “Anne Vongroven 95 years old” and one 
noting the date “March 1933.”  Quilt is displayed on 
the wall of the East Transept. There are several 
reference pamphlets which include an alpha listing of 
the embroidered names together with their location 
on the quilt noted by column, row, and location 
within the individual block.  Shirley Rosendahl, 
whose husband Charles was a 1947 Confirmand at 
WR, remembered seeing a quilt at Vesterheim more 
than twenty years earlier and was liaison between 
WR and Vesterheim Museum in 2017 to effect the 
loan of it for display during the Sesquicentennial 
Celebration.  



Iowa Mission District Convocation Registration 
 

Saturday, September 16, 2017 at Old East Paint Creek Lutheran Church, Waterville, IA 
 

The 2017 annual Convocation of the Iowa Mission District will take place at Old East Paint Creek Lutheran 
Church, Waterville on Saturday, September 16 . Our theme is “500 Years – What Does This Mean?” and we are 
pleased to have the Rev. Dr. Mark Mattes from Grand View University, Des Moines,Iowa, as our keynote speaker.  
The Convocation is our opportunity to gather as brothers and sisters for the purpose of fellowship, worship, 
learning and sharing of ideas and to hear up-dates on the work and mission of the NALC. We also will have a short 
period of time to conduct the necessary business of the District.  
  
According to Article 4.01 of the IA- MD Constitution all clergy persons within the territory of the  
District and two lay delegates of each congregation are eligible to vote at the Convocation.  
However, we strongly encourage congregational participation beyond the delegates and clergy!  
There is no cost to the event other than a free-will offering for lunch and a worship offering will  
be taken and designated to a worthy domestic or international cause.  The day will begin at  
8:00 am with a coffee and refreshment fellowship and registration, and is scheduled to end not  
later than 3:00 pm.  
  
Again this year we have a written registration for all delegates and guests alike. Please fill out  
the form and return it – one per person! – not later than Tuesday, September 5 to: Old East Paint Creek  
Lutheran Church, 1306 Maud Rd., Waterville, IA 52170 or email it to  
pastrken@acegroup.cc 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
Name:    
  
Address:    
 
 
Phone/email:  
 
  
Congregational Membership: 
 
   
Clergy _________ Lay Delegate __________Visitor ___________ 



REFORMATION THROUGH THE AGES: 
Johann Konrad Wilhelm Loehe: Iowa’s Alien Native Son 

 
 While all the various theologians and reformers considered during our year of celebration have 
impacted the thought, form, and practice of Lutheranism in this country, none have had as much of a 
direct impact on the physical presence of Lutherans in the United States, especially Iowa, and more 
specifically Strawberry Point, Waverly, and Dubuque, as did J. K. Wilhelm Loehe.  
 

Loehe was born on February 21, 1808, the son of a shopkeeper in the town of Fürth, Germany.  Loehe 
had a somewhat lonely childhood, his father having died when he was only eight years old.  He received 
his basic education in nearby Nuremberg and was admitted to theological study at the University of 
Erlangen in 1826.  
 

 Loehe was ordained in the summer of 1831 in the midst of the Age of Enlightenment.  For Loehe, its 
rejection of tradition and its appeal to reason for the final answer to everything had a seriously negative 
impact on the understanding of the Lutheran Confessions.  This concern was apparently not shared by his 
overseers, colleagues, and parishioners!  He was recalled in 1834, having been widely rejected by the 
well-to-do who did not want their way of life disturbed by Loehe’s gospel.  Church authorities began to 
look upon him as a backwoods troublemaker who offended the intelligent.  He was once suspended for 
eight weeks by the state church for refusing to perform the marriage for a man whom he believed had 
been divorced for reasons contrary to Scripture.  In 1837, Loehe was installed as the pastor in 
Neuendettelsau, where he remained and served for 35 years. 
 

 Correspondence with the infant Lutheran colonies in the United States especially in the Midwest 
awakened a great passion and concern for the education and training of Lutheran pastors who were 
orthodox in their understanding of both the Confessions and the Scriptures.  It was to this end that he 
embarked on the founding of numerous congregations, schools, and seminaries.   
 

 The most immediate challenge faced by Loehe would turn out to be the longest lasting and had the 
deepest impact.  He lamented in an early letter to a colleague, “One thing is regrettable.  When our good 
people arrive over there and breathe the American air they become imbued with democracy and one 
hears with amazement how independent and congregational they think about church organization.  They 
are in danger of forgetting the high, divine honor of their office and becoming slaves to their 
congregations.” 
 

 Although he had been influential in the initial formation of the Missouri Synod church, this clash of 
democracy and congregational power with a more orthodox, confessional understanding of the nature of 
the office of ministry ultimately led to a split between Loehe and that church body. 
 

 Loehe had two strong arms in the Iowa colonies: George Grossman, and Gottfried Fritschel.  In the 
wake of the split with Missouri, under Loehe’s guidance, these two men built a new small missionary 
training school at St. Sebald, just outside Strawberry Point.  The little institution was known as “the 
Wartburg” because many thought the countryside surrounding it resembled the Thuringian hills of 
Germany, home of Wartburg Castle where Martin Luther translated the New Testament!  
 

 Although Loehe never actually travelled to the colonies he started in America, his presence is felt to 
this day.  Both Wartburg College in Waverly and Wartburg Seminary in Dubuque are the direct products 
of his missionary zeal and endeavors.  Interestingly, an academic building at Concordia Theological 
Seminary of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod in Fort Wayne, Indiana is also dedicated to his 
memory.  He composed and published the Agenda, a liturgical book used at St. Sebald, the first complete 
funeral liturgy for Lutherans, and rites for confession, absolution, anointing, and the Apostolic Visit to 
the Sick.  Much of the Agenda and the other liturgical publications were incorporated into the present-
day Lutheran Book of Worship. 
 

 While Loehe is most well remembered for his encouragement of missionary activity in Iowa, 
Indiana, and Missouri, he also supported work in Brazil, Ukraine, Australia, and New Guinea through his 
Foreign Missionary Society.  Loehe died on January 2, 1872, at the age of only 63, having influenced the 
life of the Lutheran Church on five continents, but without having ever left his parish in Neuendettelsau. 
 

Pr. Gary Burkhalter, Mission in Christ, Strawberry Point, Iowa 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuremberg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Erlangen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Erlangen


Why We Do What We Do 
Elements of Liturgy 

 Article VII of the Augsburg Confession 
reminds us that “it is sufficient for the true unity 
of the Christian church that the Gospel be 
preached in conformity with a pure 
understanding of it and that the sacraments be 
administered in accordance with the divine Word.  
It is not necessary for the true unity of the 
Christian church that ceremonies, instituted by 
men, should be observed uniformly in all places.”  
Keeping this truth in mind each time we gather 
for worship and move through the liturgy—
listening and responding, giving and receiving—
we come to two events in the service that may 
seem unimportant or uncomfortable to many 
worshipers:  the sharing of the peace and the 
offering. 
 “The peace of the Lord be with you all.”  
With these words, echoing the blessing of the 
Apostle Paul to the churches at Thessalonica (2 
Thessalonians 3:16) and Rome (Romans 15:33), 
the pastor shares the peace of God with the 
congregation following the Prayers of the Church.  
The members of the congregation respond in like 
manner:  “And also with you.”  In many, 
congregations the worshipers are invited to share 
God’s peace with one another at this time.  This 
custom seems to have come into use during the 
past forty years or so, but is not universally 
practiced.  There are a number of reasons people 
may not be comfortable with moving around in 
the middle of the service, while others may think 
this is a wonderful practice.  Whether we use the 
practice of simply sharing the peace of the Lord 
between pastor and congregation or extending the 
greeting among members of the worshiping 

community, our heartfelt prayer is for God’s 
peace to be upon our brothers and sisters who are 
gathered in this holy time and place. 
 After offering one another the gift of peace, 
we then share our material gifts.  It is unfortunate 
that  the modern Christian has too often come to 
view the offering as an offensive practice and the 
church as a “money-grubbing organization”.  In 
Holy Scripture we are reminded that all things 
come from the gracious hand of God, and that 
God’s people are to come to the Lord with songs 
of thanksgiving and with gifts that express that 
gratitude.  The Old Testament mandate is for 
“first fruits” and “tithes” as a response to the 
Lord’s gracious love to us.   
 It’s interesting that the first recorded 
offerings from Cain and Abel came from two 
different perspectives.  Cain brought “some” of 
his harvest; Abel brought the “firstlings” of his 
flock.  Giving “off the top”—giving first to the 
Lord before using God’s gifts for ourselves—is 
an indication of who comes first in our lives.  We 
are to love the Lord our God with our whole 
being—we are to love the Lord above all else.  It 
is appropriate that we consider seriously our 
financial gifts to the Lord because they represent 
our labor, the sweat of our brows, the gift of all 
our efforts as we “make a living” through our 
daily work.  They also are an acknowledgment 
that it is the Lord who provides for us—gives us 
life, strength, abilities and opportunities for 
work.  The act of returning an appropriate 
portion of our income to the Lord is not about 
“paying the bills” or “meeting the budget”.  It is, 
instead, a reflection of our love for God and a 
part of our faithful service to Him and to our 
neighbor. 

Donations and Correspondence 
 

Checks sent to the Mission District for support should be made out to the Iowa Mission 
District, NALC, and mailed to Pastor Christopher Staley at PO Box 141, St. Ansgar, 
IA  50472-0141.   
 

Correspondence for Mr. Craig Lease, Mission District Secretary, should be sent to 405 
7th St. N., Northwood, IA  50459 
 

Items for the Mission District newsletter (pictures, news, etc.) are best sent via e-mail to 

Pastor Barbara Wills at barbaramwills@gmail.com.   

mailto:barbaramwills@gmail.com


Iowa Mission District Leadership 
 

Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean—stolafparish@neitel.net  
Craig Lease, Secretary—pdlease@gmail.com 
Pastor Christopher Staley, Treasurer—cbstaley@netins.net 
 
Mission District Council Members: 
Pastor Barbara Wills—barbaramwills@gmail.com 
Pastor Gary Burkhalter—pgburkhalter52@hotmail.com 

Brent Bruns—bvbruns@neitel.net 
Gregory Olson—golson@ruthventel.com  
Chris Schlee—schleemasonry@hotmail.com  
 

Newsletter Editor:  Pastor Barbara Wills—barbarawills@mchsi.com  

 

Ackley:  Our Saviour’s, Dan Buhs, Lay Minister  

Allison:  New Life, Galen Eiben, Lay Minister 

+Atlantic:  Holy Trinity—Call Process 

Avoca:  Trinity, Pr. Eric Meissner 

Badger:  Badger Lutheran, Pr. Scott Meier 

Boyden:  St. John, Pr. Mark Lund 

Dorchester:  Waterloo Ridge, Call Process 

Eagle Grove:  Evangelical Lutheran, Pr. Jason Cooper 

Eagle Grove:  Samuel Lutheran, Pr.  Rich Taylor 

Ellsworth:  Trinity,  Pastor Jon Rollefson  

Emmons, MN:  Emmons, Pr. Christopher Martin 

Gilmore City:  First, Call Process 

Grafton:  Emmanuel, Pr. Solveig Zamzow 

Gunder:  Marion, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Harlan:  Bethlehem, Pr. Ronald Rasmussen 

+Huxley:  Shepherd of the Prairie, Scott Licht, Lay 
Minister  

Irwin:  St. Paul, Pr. Ronald Rasmussen 

Laurens:  Bethany, Pr. Scott Baker 

Manchester:  First, Pr. Tony D. Ede 

+Monona, Faith:  Pr. Mel Harris 

+Northwood:  Peace, Pr. Barbara Wills 

Palmer:  St. John’s,  

Plainfield:  St. John, Pr. Kim Thacker 

Readlyn: St. Matthew, Pr. Jean Rabary 

Readlyn:  Zion, Pr. Jean Rabary 

+Robins:  Servants of Christ, Pr. Ron Voss 

+Rochester, MN:  Emmanuel,  Pr. David Steffenson 

Ruthven:  Zion, Pr. Thomas Summerfield  

St. Ansgar:  First, Pr. Christopher Staley 

St. Olaf:  Norway, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Sheldon:  St. Paul, Pr. Craig Nissen 

+Sibley:  Faith, Pr. Tim Nappe  

Spencer:  Trinity 
   +Strawberry Pt.:  Mission in Christ, Pr. Gary Burkhalter  

Thor:  Ullensvang, Pr. Darryl Landsverk  

Waterville. Old East Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 

Waukon:  Old West Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 
 

+ indicates mission congregation 

 

The Iowa Mission District 
has 37 congregations! 

The following pastors are available for pulpit supply: 
 
Pastor David Steffenson—253-302-9845 (Sundays) 
Pastor Paul Weeg- -641-381-0675 

Congregations of the Iowa Mission District 

The Iowa Mission District 
website may be found at: 
www.iowamissiondistrict.com.  
If your congregation has a 
web site, and you would like to 
have the web address linked to 
your church name on the 
Mission District web site, 
please send the web address to 
me, Pastor Barbara Wills, at 
barbaramwills@gmail.com. 
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2017 Iowa Mission District Convocation 
Nominee Submission Form 

 
The Iowa Mission District Convocation will be held September 16, 2017, at Old East Paint 
Creek Lutheran Church, 1799 Elon Drive, Waterville, Iowa.  This year we have three 
positions to be filled:  Mission District Dean (The Dean must be an NALC pastor.  Pastor Hahn is 

eligible for re-election); Clergy Member and Lay Member for Mission District Council. 
 

 
Please fill out all sections on the first page and have the nominee fill out the biographical 
section on the second page.  Both pages must be sent to: 

 
 

 
Name of Nominee:  _____________________________________________ 
 
Phone number:  __________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:  ________________________________ 
 
E-mail Address:  __________________________________ 
 
Congregation:  ________________________________________________ 
 
City:  ________________________________________  State:  ___________ 
 
Position this person is being nominated for: 
 

Dean   Clergy member at large   Lay member at large  
 
Please verify that this person knows of the nomination and is willing to serve if elected: 
 

Yes     No   
 

Mr. Craig Lease, Secretary 
Iowa Mission District, NALC 

405 7th Street N. 
Northwood, IA  50459 

 



Biographical Information of Nominee 
 

Name:  _____________________________________________________ 
 
Position for which you are being nominated:  _______________________ 
 
Congregational Member at: _____________________________________ 
 
   City:  _______________________________________ 
 
Occupation:  __________________________________________ 
 
 
Tell us something about yourself (family, hobbies, etc.)  
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
How do you understand your faith? 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
How have you been active in the church?   
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please list one of your favorite Bible verses and tell why it has meaning for you. 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please sign below to indicate you are willing to serve if elected and mail this completed form to: 

 
Signature 

Mr. Craig Lease, Secretary 
Iowa Mission District, NALC 

405 7th Street N. 
Northwood, IA  50459 

 
 
 

 


