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A Word from the Dean 

THE  COMMUNION  OF  SAINTS 
 

“Who is this host arrayed in white, 
Like thousand snowclad mountains bright, 

That stands with palms and sings its psalms, 
Before the throne of light?” 

(LBW 314, vs. 1) 
 

Every time we confess our faith with the Apostles’ Creed, we proclaim our belief in the 
“communion of saints.”  One of the best descriptions of the communion of saints is given in the last book 
of the Bible, in the Revelation given to John of Patmos.  Here John is given a vision of “a great multitude, 
that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before 
the throne and before the Lamb,” singing their praises to God. 

 
 Indeed, the book of Revelation is filled with such heavenly songs of praise, as these saints of 

God offer their praise to the One who has redeemed them from the persecution they have endured in their 
earthly life.  For the book of Revelation, although it contains scenes of the tribulation and persecution 
that God’s people will face in the end times, is more than anything, a word of hope and promise.  It is 
God’s Word of assurance that, no matter what troubles we may face, He will save us from it all, and bring 
us safely into His Kingdom. 

 

 Every time we gather for worship, we join our voices to this heavenly chorus, often using the 
very songs of these saints in our music, in such hymns as “Holy, Holy, Holy,” or “Blessing and Honor 
and Glory and Power.”  For the communion of saints does not refer only to those who are in heaven 
before the throne of God, but it encompasses us, as well.  We are a part of this holy band of God’s 
people.  Every time we come to the Lord’s Table for Holy Communion, we are in communion with all of 
God’s saints of every time and place.  

 

In the congregations I serve at Marion Lutheran and Norway Lutheran even the furniture is 
designed to remind us of this fact.  It is a tradition in many Norwegian Lutheran churches to have the 
altar railing built in a semi-circular shape.  It is in the form of a half-circle to remind us that when we 
come to the altar for Holy Communion, we are joined not only by those we can see kneeling with us, but 
also by all the saints in heaven, as well.  They are there in the other half of the circle, offering their 
praises to God as they worship at the very throne of the Lamb. 

 
  “These are the saints who kept God’s Word; 
  They are the honored of the Lord. 

   He is their prince who drowned their sins, 
   So they are cleansed, restored. 
   They now serve God both day and night, 
   They sing their songs in endless light. 
   Their anthems ring when they all sing, 
   With angels shining bright.” 

 
Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean, Iowa Mission District, NALC 
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 In the outer ring of Luther’s seal shown 
above, there are three “solas”—“Word Alone”, 
“Faith Alone”, and “Grace Alone”.  (The word 
sola is the Latin word meaning “only”.)  We 
are saved only by God’s grace, through faith, 
because of the death and resurrection of Christ 
who is revealed to us in Holy Scripture.  I’ve 
always been a bit uncertain whether the intent 
in using the term “Word” is to say that we are 
saved by Christ as God’s incarnate (or 
enfleshed) Word, or because of the message of 
salvation that comes to us in God’s written 
word:  Holy Scripture.  Both interpretations are 
true, but not everyone may recognize the dual 
meaning. 
 As we continue to focus on the 
Reformation that began 500 years ago when 
Martin Luther posted his 95 theses on the 
church door in Wittenberg, some of the 
formulations that we have heard so many 
times, and taken for granted without much 
thought, deserve to be investigated more 
deeply.  We have a rich heritage, and reformers 
such as Martin Luther, Philip Melanchthon and 
others, delved deeply into Holy Scripture, 
prayerfully devoting their lives to opening up 
the Scriptures for us.  The “Solas” represent 
some of the fruit of their research and 
struggles. 
 We’re probably all familiar with stories of 
Luther’s faith struggles in his early years in the 
monastery.  He wanted so much to be right 
with God, and the teachings of the medieval 
church laid a heavy burden on young Luther.  
He struggled and worked in every way he knew 
to do the things that were pleasing to God.  But 
peace eluded him, and he viewed the Lord as a 
relentless judge and critical taskmaster.  As he 
began to study and meditate on Scripture, 
Luther gradually began to understand 
righteousness in a new way—not as something 
we must earn, but as a gift that comes from 
Christ alone.  In regard to Romans 1:17, he 
later wrote:  “I began to understand that the 
righteousness of God is that by which the 

righteous lives by a gift of God, namely by 
faith. And this is the meaning: the 
righteousness of God is revealed by the gospel, 
namely, the passive righteousness with which 
merciful God justifies us by faith, as it is 
written, ‘He who through faith is righteous 
shall live.’ Here I felt that I was altogether 
born again and had entered paradise itself 
through open gates.” (Luther's Works, Volume 34, 

p. 336).  When Luther was called before the 
Diet in Worms and ordered to recant—to “take 
back” all he had said in his writings and 
teaching—he made it clear that Scripture alone 
held authority.  He is quoted as saying, 
“Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the 
Scriptures or by clear reason (for I do not trust 
either in the pope or in councils alone, since it 
is well known that they have often erred and 
contradicted themselves), I am bound by the 
Scriptures I have quoted and my conscience is 
captive to the Word of God. I cannot and will 
not recant anything, since it is neither safe nor 
right to go against conscience. May God help 
me.  Amen.” 
 Scripture alone, is the authority on which 
all the other “solas” are based.  In the 
Augsburg Confession (Section IV on 
Justification) the reformers stated the case for 
justification being based on God’s gift of 
righteousness rather than on our merit:  “It is 
also taught among us that we cannot obtain 
forgiveness of sin and righteousness before 
God by our own merits, works, or 
satisfactions, but that we receive forgiveness of 
sin and become righteous before God by 
grace, for Christ’s sake, through faith, when 
we believe that Christ suffered for us and that 
for his sake our sin is forgiven and 
righteousness and eternal life are given to us.”  
This statement is based solidly in Scripture 
from Romans 3:21-27 and 4:5.  God’s grace 
alone, makes possible our righteousness, when 
we put our faith alone, in Christ alone.  This is 
most certainly true! 

Sola Scriptura, Fide, Gratia et Christo 
Pastor Barbara Wills 

Peace Lutheran Church 
Northwood, Iowa 



This and That  
from around the Iowa Mission District 

On Sunday, October 15th, members of First 
Lutheran gathered to roll bandages for Global 
Health Ministries (GHM). During our time 
together, we were visited by Pastor Doug Cox, 
Executive Director for GHM and Dr. Simon 
Aroga, GHM Board Member and Director of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Cameroon 
Health System. At the end of the day, 800 rolled 
bandages were sent to the GHM  

Left:  Bandage rollers ranged in age from 2 to 95. Dr. Aroga 
and Pastor Cox also got in on the fun.  Above:  Pastor Cox 
and Dr. Aroga took 800 rolled bandages back to the GHM/ 

The St. Olaf Parish Luther League is seen here 
working in the Community Garden in St. Olaf this 
summer.  This Garden was planted by the Master 
Gardeners group from Elkader to raise fresh 
vegetables for the Clayton County Food Shelf.  It was 
planted on the parsonage grounds of the St. Olaf 
Parish.  Different community groups have taken turns 
weeding and harvesting the produce in order to benefit 
the families served by the Clayton County Food Shelf.  
Here are the youth from the St. Olaf Parish doing their 
part.  It was such a success there are plans to expand 
the garden for next year.  

On Sunday afternoon, October 15th, Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Grafton invited area 
congregations to join them for a very special event.  Anneliese Tisdale, who was raised in Nazi 
Germany, and came to this country as a war bride in 1947, was a guest speaker.  Since her 
retirement from the Cedar Rapids public schools, she wrote a book about her experiences in Nazi 
Germany—Christmas Trees Lit the Sky.  Pastor Solveig graciously consented to share the following 
highlights of the day: 
 Over 40 people attended the event at Emmanuel. Anneliese read the introductory chapter of her 
book which set the tone for the discussion. The attendees were interested in a variety of subjects 
which ranged from personal questions about Anneliese’s family, to the sharing of recipes, to her 
opinion on whether and how the experience of the Holocaust has influenced the psyche of Germany in 
light of current political developments in Europe and the United States. In rather typical German 
fashion, Anneliese did not deflect or avoid even the potentially divisive issues but answered them 
openly and kindly. It was of interest to the hearers to learn that editors with whom she had worked 
discouraged both the addition of family recipes as well as the closing chapter of the book in which the author ponders the 
question of how and why Germans did not know about and/or did not do more to discourage the Nazi regime. Unwilling to 
compromise either matter, Anneliese self-published the book. 
 The afternoon was concluded with coffee and desserts and many remained for personal conversations and the sharing of 
experiences as to how one best gets publishers to take a look at a manuscript. At almost 90 years of age, Anneliese impressed 
everyone with her strong physical ability in traveling the country side for presentations as the one in Grafton as well as her 
mental acuity and excellent memory. 
 Between the speaker and Emmanuel’s Pastor, who grew up in Germany, participants had the opportunity to get reflections 
from two different German generations – the one living through the war and the one dealing with the aftermath. Both, of course, 
had unique challenges. Besides that, it became obvious both miss the same food from the ‘old country’! All in all a good time 
was had by all. 



 

Upcoming Events 
 
April 9-10, 2018—Annual Pastors’ Retreat 
at American Martyrs Retreat House, Cedar 
Falls, Iowa.  The Reverend Doctor Amy 
Schifrin, President of the NALS, will 
present a “Liturgical Boot Camp”. 
 
September 15, 2018—Mission District 
Convocation at First Lutheran Churrch, St. 
Ansgar, Iowa.  Theme: - Sola Scriptura.  
Keynote speaker:  Rev. David Wendel 

Twice a year (in April and October) the 
Iowa Mission District Council meets to 
conduct the business of the mission district.  
The meeting is usually held in the meeting 
room at Cabin Coffee in Mason City.  (This 
is roughly central for the council 
members—from a half hour away to over 
three hours distance.)  At the October 2017 
meeting we welcomed new members who 
were elected at the September convocation.  
Seated at the table, beginning at the left, 
and going clockwise around the table, are 
Pastor Gary Burkhalter, Pastor Mark 
Lund, Pastor Barbara Wills, Mr. Craig 
Lease (Secretary), Pastor Christopher 
Staley (Treasurer), Mr. Greg Olson,  
Pastor Marshall Hahn (Dean), and Mr. 
Roger Mohning.  Mr. Chris Schlee was 
unable to be with us this month. 

Financial Update 
 

 At the Mission District 
convocation the worship offering of 
$1,345.00 was designated to go to 
the Disaster Response fund to help 
hurricane victims.  The women of 
Old East Paint Creek received 
$431.00 in freewill offerings for the 
meal, and decided to give that also 
for the hurricane relief.  A total of 
$1,776.00 has been sent to the NALC 
for this purpose. 
 The current balances in the 
Mission District bank accounts are 
$1,683.57 in checking and $4,008.95 
in savings. 

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 
FOR MISSION DISTRICT 

YOUTH GROUPS 

The Mission District Council is 
inviting youth groups from our 
congregations to apply for 
scholarships to subsidize 
mission trips or mission 

activities.  

Requests should be sent to our 
Dean, Pastor Marshall Hahn, at 
stolafparish@neitel.net for 

consideration.  

The request should describe 
the trip or activity in as much 
detail as possible, including its 

anticipated cost.  

Activities that will be completed 
before the end of our fiscal 
year, August 31st, 2018, will be 
given first consideration. 

2018 YOUTH  
MISSION TRIP 

 

 At the October Iowa Mission 
District Council Meeting the 
District Council voted to look into 
the possibility of supporting a 
Youth Mission Trip to Texas or 
Florida in the summer of 2018 to 
help with the recovery efforts 
from the hurricanes this summer.  
We are looking at a date at the end 
of July and would coordinate with 
the NALC Disaster Response 
Coordinator, Mary Bates.  The 
Mission District would cover the 
transportation costs and arrange 
the details of the trip.   
 Youth groups in the Iowa 
Mission District that are interested 
in such a trip can contact Pastor 
Mark Lund or Pastor Marshall 
Hahn to indicate your interest – 
and put it on your calendar for 
2018.  More information on the 
trip will be sent out to the 
congregations of the Mission 
District as they become available.  
Anyone who would be willing to 
help in coordinating the trip may 
also contact Pastors Lund or 
Hahn.   

mailto:stolafparish@neitel.net


Our Second Martin 

Martin Chemnitz 
was born in 
Treuenbreitzen on 
November 9, 1522.  
His father, a fish 
merchant, died when 
Martin was 11 years 
old.  As he showed 
great skill at 
learning languages, 
he was encouraged 
to continue his 
studies.  After 

working for a few years as a weaver’s 
apprentice, he studied for brief periods at the 
universities of Frankfurt, Wittenberg and then 
Königsberg.  While at Wittenberg he heard a 
number of Martin Luther’s lectures, but at the 
time Chemnitz was focusing on learning 
Astrology.  Later he expressed regrets that he 
had not learned more from Luther when he 
had had the opportunity. 
 
 Chemnitz left Königsberg when a plague 
came through town.  When he considered it 
safe, he returned to Königsberg and served as 
librarian for Duke Albert.  That job gave him 
complete access to one of the best libraries in 
Europe.  Now more interested in Theology, 
he began seriously studying Scripture and the 
writings of the Church Fathers, in the original 
languages.  He returned to Wittenberg briefly 
as a lecturer and continued his study of 
Theology.  Chemnitz was ordained by 
Johannes Bugenhagen and soon was assisting 
Joachim Mörlin who was Superintendent of 
Brunswick-Wolfenbüttel.  Then he became 
the Superintendent when Mörlin resigned.  As 
Superintendent, Chemnitz was concerned that 
the liturgies used and what was proclaimed 
and taught were consistent from one 
congregation to another and consistent with 

our Scriptures and the writings of the 
Church Fathers. 
 
 At the time there were a number of 
controversies over theology and doctrine, 
including over distinguishing law and 
gospel, the bodily presence of our Lord in 
the sacrament of the altar, and the person 
and natures of Christ.  Chemnitz was a 
prolific writer, addressing many of the 
controversies and writing a long and 
scholarly response to the Council of Trent.  
He was involved in discussions aimed at 
settling disputes, was one of the primary 
writers of the Formula of Concord and 
active in putting together and promoting the 
Book of Concord.  As heirs of the Lutheran 
understanding of our Christian Faith as 
stated in our Lutheran Confessions, we owe 
much to Martin Chemnitz.  Concordia 
Publishing House offers a nine volume set 
of English translations of some of 
Chemnitz’s work, as well as several books 
about him.  Other publishers also offer 
translations of some of his books. 
 
 Well known quotes about Martin 
Chemnitz include: 
 

“If there wasn't the second Martin, the 
first Martin would hardly have endured.” 
 

 “the incomparable theologian” 
 

 “without doubt the prince of the 
theologians of the Augsburg Confession” 
 

 “the great theologian of our Church, 
whom no one will refuse to assign the 
chief place after Luther among the 
defenders of the Gospel truth.”  
 

Pastor Mel Harris 
Faith Lutheran Church 

Monona, Iowa 

REFORMATION THROUGH THE AGES: 
Martin Chemnitz 



Why We Do What We Do 
Elements of Liturgy 

 Our Lord Jesus told His first disciples that 
where two or three are gathered in His name, He 
is present.  In the various articles on the liturgy 
during these past few months, we can point out a 
number of ways in which Christ is present in our 
gathering together for worship.  Two very 
specific ways, of course, are through the Word 
(Scripture read and preached) and in the Holy 
Sacrament of the Altar (Jesus’ body and blood 
received “in and under the bread and wine”, as 
Luther explains in the Large Catechism).  As we 
began our time together with the confession of 
sins and were assured of the “entire forgiveness 
of all [our] sins”, so, as this holy service draws 
toward its conclusion, we are given the further 
assurance of God’s forgiveness through the 
reception of our Lord’s body and blood, where 
“we receive forgiveness of sins, life, and 
salvation.”  (The Small Catechism, explanation 
of the benefits of the Sacrament)   
 After receiving this Gift of Life, we hear the 
pastor’s words of blessing—”The body and 
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace” (or similar words)—
to which we respond with a resounding AMEN!  
And then we sing a canticle of praise and 
thanksgiving, followed by a prayer of 
thanksgiving, and the final benediction—a “good 
word” of blessings from the Lord.  Christ has set 
us free from our bondage to sin and death, and 
we can’t thank our gracious God too many times 
for this immeasurable gift!  As our Lord said in 
John 8:36:  “If the Son sets you free, you will be 
free indeed.” 
 Strengthened by this time in the presence of 
our Lord, encouraged by the faith and 
faithfulness of our brothers and sister in Christ, 
nourished by God’s Word and the Body and 
Blood of the Lamb of God, we are set free to go 
forth in His name and to share His love and 
mercy in the day-to-day activities of our lives.  
Our time of worship is not just a haven in the 

storms of life, it is not just “me and Jesus” time, 
nor is it disconnected from the ups and downs of 
daily living.  Rather, it is one of the ways in which 
we are equipped for the mission our Lord Jesus 
gives to all His followers—past, present and future.  
The freedom given to us by the Son of God is not a 
freedom from responsibility or from faithful 
service to Him.  Jesus makes that clear throughout 
His ministry:   

 “Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone 
would come after me, let him deny himself and 
take up his cross and follow me.”  (Matthew 
16:24) 

 “And [Jesus] sat down and called the twelve; 
and he said to them, ‘If any one would be first, 
he must be last of all and servant of 
all.’”  (Mark 9:35) 

 Jesus said to the disciples, “You  shall receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to 
the end of the earth.”  (Acts 1:8) 

 We are set free from the power of sin and 
death so that we may give ourselves wholly to the 
service of our Lord, which is lived out in showing 
love, kindness and compassion to our neighbor.  
We are freed, not to serve our own interests, but to 
follow the will of Him who gave up everything— 
His very life—for us.   
 Through Baptism we are made children of 
God.  The Apostle Paul tells us what this means in 
Romans 815-17, “For you did not receive the spirit of 
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the 

spirit of sonship.  When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it 
is the Spirit himself bearing witness with our spirit 
that we are children of God, and if children, then 
heirs, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, 
provided we suffer with him in order that we may also 
be glorified with him.” 
 As children of our heavenly Father, we go in 
peace, to serve the Lord! 

Pastor Barbara Wills, Editor 

Donations and Correspondence 
 

Checks sent to the Mission District for support should be made out to the Iowa Mission District, NALC, and mailed to 
Pastor Christopher Staley at PO Box 141, St. Ansgar, IA  50472-0141.   
 

Correspondence for Mr. Craig Lease, Mission District Secretary, should be sent to 405 7th St. N., Northwood, IA  50459 
 

Items for the Mission District newsletter (pictures, news, etc.) are best sent via e-mail to Pastor Barbara Wills at 
barbaramwills@gmail.com.   

mailto:barbaramwills@gmail.com


Iowa Mission District Leadership 
 

Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean—stolafparish@neitel.net  
Craig Lease, Secretary—pdlease@gmail.com 
Pastor Christopher Staley, Treasurer—cbstaley@netins.net 
 

Mission District Council Members: 
Pastor Barbara Wills—barbaramwills@gmail.com 
Pastor Gary Burkhalter—pgburkhalter52@hotmail.com 

Pastor Mark Lund—pastormarklund@gmail.com 
Gregory Olson—golson@ruthventel.com  
Chris Schlee—schleemasonry@hotmail.com  

Roger Mohning—julceram@neitel.net 
 
 

Newsletter Editor:  Pastor Barbara Wills—barbaramwills@gmail.com  

 

Ackley:  Our Saviour’s, Dan Buhs, Lay Minister  

Allison:  New Life, Galen Eiben, Lay Minister 

+Atlantic:  Holy Trinity—Call Process 

Avoca:  Trinity, Pr. Eric Meissner 

Badger:  Badger Lutheran, Pr. Scott Meier 

Boyden:  St. John, Pr. Mark Lund 

Dorchester:  Waterloo Ridge, Call Process 

Eagle Grove:  Evangelical Lutheran, Pr. Jason Cooper 

Eagle Grove:  Samuel Lutheran, Pr.  Rich Taylor 

Ellsworth:  Trinity,  Pastor Jon Rollefson  

Emmons, MN:  Emmons, Pr. Christopher Martin 

Gilmore City:  First, Call Process 

Grafton:  Emmanuel, Pr. Solveig Zamzow 

Gunder:  Marion, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Harlan:  Bethlehem, Pr. Ronald Rasmussen 

+Huxley:  Shepherd of the Prairie, Scott Licht, Lay 
Minister  

Irwin:  St. Paul, Pr. Ronald Rasmussen 

Laurens:  Bethany, Pr. Scott Baker 

Manchester:  First, Pr. Tony D. Ede 

+Monona, Faith:  Pr. Mel Harris 

+Northwood:  Peace, Pr. Barbara Wills 

Palmer:  St. John’s,  

Plainfield:  St. John, Pr. Kim Thacker 

Readlyn: St. Matthew, Pr. Jean Rabary 

Readlyn:  Zion, Pr. Jean Rabary 

+Robins:  Servants of Christ, Pr. Ron Voss 

+Rochester, MN:  Emmanuel,  Pr. David Steffenson 

Ruthven:  Zion, Pr. Thomas Summerfield  

St. Ansgar:  First, Pr. Christopher Staley 

St. Olaf:  Norway, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Sheldon:  St. Paul, Pr. Craig Nissen 

+Sibley:  Faith, Pr. Tim Nappe  

Spencer:  Trinity 
   +Strawberry Pt.:  Mission in Christ, Pr. Gary Burkhalter  

Thor:  Ullensvang, Pr. Darryl Landsverk  

Waterville. Old East Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 

Waukon:  Old West Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 
 

+ indicates mission congregation 

 

The Iowa Mission District 
has 37 congregations! 

The following pastors are available for pulpit supply: 
 
Pastor David Steffenson—253-302-9845 (Sundays) 
Pastor Paul Weeg- -641-381-0675 

Congregations of the Iowa Mission District 

The Iowa Mission District 
website may be found at: 
www.iowamissiondistrict.com.  
If your congregation has a 
web site, and you would like to 
have the web address linked to 
your church name on the 
Mission District web site, 
please send the web address to 
me, Pastor Barbara Wills, at 
barbaramwills@gmail.com. 
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