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MARCH MADNESS 
 

“For the word of the cross is folly to those who 
are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God.” 
             ~ I Corinthians 1:18 

 
 It is that time of the year again.  Tournaments and office pools – seedings and bracket busters – bubbles 
and cinderellas – “March Madness,” the frenzy of the high school and college basketball tournaments has 
begun.  For towns with high school teams in the state tournaments and for fans watching their favorite 
college team making a run in the NCAA tournament, it can be an exciting, crazy time.  There are certain to 
be some surprises along the way, some disappointments and some unexpected, and amazing victories, too, 
all of which add to the “madness.” 
 
 In the church we have a kind of “March Madness,” as well, as we enter into the season of Lent.  This is 
the season of the church year in which we follow Jesus on His journey to the cross.  What can it be but a 
kind of “divine madness” to think God would send His Son to suffer and die in such a way – for us? 
 
 When Jesus first told His disciples that this was the path He was on, it seemed to them to be so much 
crazy talk.  “God forbid, Lord,” was Peter’s response.  “This shall never happen to you!”  When Paul 
preached “Jesus Christ and Him crucified” to the people it was received as foolishness at best, blasphemy at 
worst.  How can it be that Jesus, the Messiah, the Son of the living God, would die a horrible death on the 
cross?  How could it be that He who knew no sin would take upon Himself the sins of the whole world?  
Crazy – foolishness – utter madness!   
 

Yet this is what we proclaim.  This is the focus of our worship and praise especially in this season of 
Lent.  What adds to the madness is that we are told to follow in the same path ourselves.  We are told to take 
up our own cross and follow Jesus.  And, in fact, many of those earliest followers did, indeed, travel the 
same path.  Stephen, Peter, Paul, James, and countless others from the earliest days of the church until our 
own time have faced their own suffering and death for the sake of the Gospel.  For the word of the cross is 
still a “stumbling block” and foolishness in the eyes of the world.  It is still seen as madness. 
 
 Yet, what it leads to is the greatest comeback of all.  What it leads to is the most amazing unexpected 
victory there could ever be – Jesus’ victory over sin and death on Easter Morning.  The real “madness” is 
that it is through Jesus’ suffering and death that joy and life are given.  The real “madness” is that it is in 
losing our life for Jesus’ sake that we gain it. 
 
 During this Lenten “March Madness” season, may we once again be caught up in this “foolish wisdom” 
of God.  May we catch the madness of Jesus’ call to love our enemies, carry our cross, and follow Him.  
And may we celebrate the amazing victory of His love! 

 
Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean, Iowa Mission District, NALC 

A Word from the Dean 
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This and That  
from around the Iowa Mission District 

Pastor Nijhar Ekka (middle), NALC missionary to India, and her husband, Pastor Neeraj Ekka (left), visited 
Peace Lutheran Church in Northwood on February 19th.  Pastor Nijhar preached at the morning worship 
service, and following worship, Pastor Neeraj shared information about the Lutheran seminary they helped to 
build in India.  They have also begun a health care ministry and hope to begin building the Ranchi Boarding 
School soon—it will provide education for the poorest children as well as for children of missionaries and 
others who wish to send their children to the school.  Donations to NALC missionaries can be made by sending 
donations to the World Missions Prayer League (a pan Lutheran organization that partners with the NALC) at 
232 Clifton Ave., Minneapolis, MN  55403-3466.  Missionaries are listed on the NALC website. 

NALC Pastors’ Retreat 
 
 Each year pastors and lay ministers of the Iowa Mission District gather at one of the church camps within the 
boundaries of our mission district for a retreat. This is an opportunity to worship and study together, meet those 
you don’t know, renew friendships, and offer mutual support. Expenses for this retreat are paid by the Mission 
District, and pastors and lay ministers are invited and encouraged to join together for this “time apart to rest”. 
 This year’s retreat is scheduled for Monday-Tuesday, April 24-25 (1:00 pm on Monday to noon on Tuesday), 
at Okoboji Bible Camp. Bring your favorite sleeping bag (or sheets to fit a single bed) and an LBW, and join the 
group for a Sabbath time of rejuvenation. Monday supper and Tuesday breakfast will be furnished at the camp. 
Lunch for both days is on your own. A few 'single' rooms are available on a first-come basis for an additional $13 
donation to the Mission District. 
 For additional information or to register, contact Pastor Christopher Staley at cbstaley@netins.net. 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Rochester , MN, 
celebrated their “fifth birthday” on the evening of 
February 25th during the Feast of the Transfiguration 
worship service.  Accompanied by MarJean 
Damerval, choirs from Emmanuel Lutheran in 
Grafton, IA, and Gift of Grace Lutheran in Holmen, 
WI, brought gifts of special music, in addition to a 
lovely combined choir rendition of “Beautiful 
Savior”.  Pastor David Steffenson, and members of 
Emmanuel welcomed visitors from Iowa, Minnesota 
and Wisconsin, with Christian love, wonderful food, 
and coffee mugs.  The offering for the evening is 
being used to “pay it forward” in helping to launch a 
new mission congregation in the Rochester area. 

Above: Some of the visiting pastors. 

mailto:cbstaley@netins.net


Reformer of His Church:  Christ Alone 
 

Pastor Ken Kimball 
Old West Paint Creek, Waukon 
Old East Paint Creek, Waterville 

 Many years ago during my senior 
year of seminary, I heard renowned 

Reformation historian Dr. Heiko 
Oberman during a guest lecture make the 

point that the one title that Luther always 
refused to accept was that of “Reformer 

of the Church.”   Luther made much of 
his calling and position as a “Doctor of 
the Church,” which he understood as 

giving him responsibility and authority to 
attend to and correct the public teaching 

and doctrine of the Church.  Luther often 
referred to himself as a “prophet” as well 

as a pastor and preacher and teacher and 
professor.  But he steadfastly rejected all 
descriptions of himself as a “reformer of 

the Church.”  According to Dr. 
Oberman, “for Luther, there was only 

one Reformer of the Church—the Lord 
Jesus Christ, Who in every age is 

continually reforming His Church.”  
 
 This is both humbling and 

comforting.  Sometimes we get “too big 
for our britches” when we describe or 

justify our actions as “saving” or 
“rescuing” or “reforming” the Church.  

It’s not that the threat or challenge isn’t 
dire and difficult—whether the 
diminishment or rejection of the 

authority of Scripture in the face of 
cultural pressure or the need for 

restoration and renewal of Biblical 
discipleship in the face of numerical and 

spiritual decline—but that in the urgency 
of the moment we assign ourselves a role 
or position that is not ours to fill.  It is not 

up to us to “save” or “rescue” or 
“reform” the Church.   That belongs to 

Christ Jesus, not us finite, mortal sinners.   
 

 Our role and responsibility is 
enough—of faithful witness and 

adherence to the Word of God, perhaps 
best put in Luther’s concluding words at 

the Diet of Worms, after he was asked to 
recant what he had written and taught:  

“Unless I am convinced by the testimony 
of the Holy Scriptures or by evident 
reason-for I can believe neither pope nor 

councils alone, as it is clear that they 
have erred repeatedly and contradicted 

themselves-I consider myself convicted 
by the testimony of Holy Scripture, 

which is my basis; my conscience is 
captive to the Word of God. Thus I 
cannot and will not recant, because 

acting against one's conscience is neither 
safe nor sound. Here I stand.  God help 

me. Amen.” 
 

 By “evident reason” Luther meant 

plain logic.  For Luther (and the Middle 

Ages in which he lived), “conscience” 

was not the squishy mush of emotion and 

desires of modern times, but a faculty or 

capacity for moral reasoning that was 

intentionally trained and informed 

according to a standard of truth that was 

external and superior to one’s feelings, 

wants, and desires.  Conscience then 

exercised authority by ordering and 

restraining one’s feelings, wants, and 

desires in accord with that standard of 

truth.   Luther makes it clear that the 

standard for his conscience is the Word 

of God—the Scriptures, the Bible—the 

written Word of the living Word, Jesus 

Christ, Reformer of His Church.  So it 

should be for us.  Where do you stand?      



REFORMATION THROUGH THE AGES :  Josiah 
 

The history of God’s people has been the story of God’s faithfulness and the people’s 
unfaithfulness – of the people’s rebellion and God’s call to repentance – of our sinfulness and God’s 
redemptive love.  This has been the pattern from the Garden until our present day. Time and time again, 
God has raised up leaders and faithful servants to call His people back to a life of faithfulness to Him 
and to His Word. 

In this 500th anniversary year of the beginning of the Lutheran Reformation we are taking a look 
at several of those reformations that have occurred among God’s people throughout the years.  One of 
those reformations took place under King Josiah of Judah in the 7th century B.C. 

Josiah became king at one of the lowest points in the history of the Kingdom of Judah.  He was 
the grandson of Manasseh, remembered as the very worst of Judah’s kings.  During Manasseh’s 55-
year reign, the Temple in Jerusalem had become filled with idols and altars to all sorts of pagan gods.  
Temple prostitutes plied their trade in Jerusalem and at every hillside shrine throughout the land.  
Manasseh had even revived the Canaanite practice of child sacrifice to the god Molech among his many 
atrocities.  It was no surprise, then, that when his brutal reign ended, there was an uprising among the 
people that led to the murder of Manasseh’s son, Amon.  When the dust had settled from the rebellion, 
Amon’s 8-year old son Josiah was installed as king. 

In the 18th year of Josiah’s reign, during some remodeling work done in the Temple, a book was 
found that was brought to the king.  It was the Book of the Covenant, possibly some form of the book 
of Deuteronomy.  It had lain in the Temple neglected and ignored for many years.  It was a record of 
the covenant God had made with His people at Mt. Sinai, with its central theme summed up in the 
proclamation, “Hear, O Israel, the Lord thy God, the Lord is One.”  At its reading, Josiah tore his robes 
in consternation as he realized how far they had strayed from God’s Word.  At once he began to rid the 
Temple of all of the pagan altars and idols, tore down the hillside altars and shrines, purified the 
environs of the Temple, held a public reading of the Book of the Covenant, and called for the 
celebration of the Passover which had not occurred in generations.   

It was the most sweeping set of reforms to take place among the people in the whole of the Old 
Testament.  Because of his efforts to purify and redress the wrongs committed by his predecessors, 
Josiah is remembered, along with David, as one of the greatest kings in the Old Testament.  However, 
the evil that preceded him was so engrained and so widespread that God’s judgment had already been 
rendered against the nation.  Within a generation after Josiah’s reign the Kingdom of Judah fell to 
foreign armies, as had happened to the northern Kingdom of Israel some 140 years earlier. 

One of Josiah’s contemporaries was the prophet Jeremiah.  There is good reason to believe that 
Jeremiah cheered Josiah’s reforms and saw them as quite hopeful.  As a son of a priest he no doubt 
would have been heartened by the purifying reforms that Josiah carried out in the Temple and 
throughout the nation.  But he also saw that the purified Temple could become another kind of idol, 
when the people trusted more in the presence of the building itself than in the presence of God.  And 
while Josiah is to be commended for seeking to reestablish the covenant between the people and God 
that had been so badly broken, Jeremiah proclaimed the need for a New Covenant – one written not 
upon tablets of stone or on a book brought forth from the archives of the Temple, but a covenant 
written upon the heart:   

“I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts.  And I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people.  And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, 
saying, ‘Know the Lord’, for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,  
declares the Lord.” 

 
It is this New Covenant that we celebrate each Sunday as we come to the Lord’s Table. It is this 

New Covenant that can only bring about the real and lasting and true reformation of our hearts and 
lives in Christ Jesus. 

              By Pastor Marshall Hahn 



Why We Do What We Do 
Elements of Liturgy 

 “Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the 
lands! Serve the Lord with gladness!  Come into 
His presence with singing!” 
 Following the confession of sins and 
absolution, most congregations sing a hymn.  This 
may be called the processional hymn, and the 
pastor or pastors, choir, and others who are helping 
to lead worship during the service may enter the 
nave and walk up the aisle to the chancel during 
the singing of this hymn.  Sometimes this hymn is 
listed as the “Opening Hymn”, since it is sung as 
we begin our worship.  However your 
congregation designates this hymn, it follows the 
ancient mandate to “come into His presence with 
singing.” 
 Singing is a uniquely human activity, and 
recent studies on what happens in the human brain 
when we’re singing or otherwise making music is 
a fascinating topic.  It seems reasonable to assume 
that the Lord has given to humans—made in the 
image of God—this gift to help us come into His 
presence and to be filled with joy and awe as we 
worship.  We have all experienced the wide range 
of emotions that music evokes—music can call 
forth memories, bring us to tears, make us want to 
dance, or sooth our anxieties.  Worship can be 
done without music, but it feels “flat”.  Some 
Christians through the centuries have condemned 
the use of musical instruments.  But the Psalms 
call us to worship with music, and calls worshipers 
to play harps, tambourines, and other musical 
instruments.  Even the angels sing and fill the 
heavens with their joyful music! 
 It is for this reason that hymns play an 
important part in our services of worship.  
Congregations will differ on the number of 

hymns—typically three or four—and may also 
have special music from choirs, soloists and 
instrumentalists.  Bell choirs are popular in some 
areas and offer uniquely beautiful renditions.  
Some congregations even have bands—in addition 
to or instead of the more traditional organ or 
piano.  As long as the Lord is the focus of our 
worship and praise, and it’s offered as an 
expression of our love and devotion to the Lord, 
all instruments are pleasing to Him.  (And it’s 
important to understand that we are not to think of 
this offering of music as “performing” and calling 
attention to ourselves, but rather as an expression 
of our worship!) 
 So, sing the hymns!  Luther loved music and 
encouraged hymn singing in his congregations.  
For too long only “professionals” sang the liturgy 
and hymns in medieval churches.  Luther knew 
the importance of all the people singing their 
praises to the Lord.  As the psalmist tells us, we 
are called to make a “joyful noise”—the Lord is 
more interested in our hearts and expressions of 
love than in the quality of our voices.  He wants to 
hear from all of us! 

Donations and Correspondence 
 

Checks sent to the Mission District for support should be made out to the Iowa Mission 
District, NALC, and mailed to Pastor Christopher Staley at PO Box 141, St. Ansgar, 
IA  50472-0141.   
 

Correspondence for Mr. Craig Lease, Mission District Secretary, should be sent to 405 
7th St. N., Northwood, IA  50459 
 

Items for the Mission District newsletter (pictures, news, etc.) are best sent via e-mail to 

Pastor Barbara Wills at barbaramwills@gmail.com.   

 

Upcoming Events 
 

April 24-25—Iowa Mission District Pastors’ 
Retreat at Okoboji Bible Camp.  Details on 
page 2. 
August 9-11—NALC Convocation in 
Nashville, Tennessee. 
 

September 16—Iowa Mission District 
Convocation at Old East Paint Creek, rural 
Waterville, Iowa. 
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Iowa Mission District Leadership 
 

Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean—stolafparish@neitel.net  
Craig Lease, Secretary—pdlease@gmail.com 
Pastor Christopher Staley, Treasurer—cbstaley@netins.net 
 
Mission District Council Members: 
Pastor Allen Hermeier—handahermeier@mchsi.com 
Pastor Barbara Wills—barbaramwills@gmail.com 
Pastor Gary Burkhalter—pgburkhalter52@hotmail.com 

Brent Bruns—bvbruns@neitel.net 
Gregory Olson—golson@ruthventel.com  
Chris Schlee—schleemasonry@hotmail.com  
 

Newsletter Editor:  Pastor Barbara Wills—barbarawills@mchsi.com  

 

Ackley:  Our Saviour’s, Dan Buhs, Lay Minister  

Allison:  New Life, Galen Eiben, Lay Minister 

+Atlantic:  Holy Trinity—Call Process 

Avoca:  Trinity, Pr. Eric Meissner 

Badger:  Badger Lutheran, Pr. Scott Meier 

Bode:  St. Olaf Lutheran, Call Process 

Boyden:  St. John, Pr. Mark Lund 

Dorchester:  Waterloo Ridge, Pr. Allen Hermeier 

Eagle Grove:  Evangelical Lutheran, Pr. Jason Cooper 

Eagle Grove:  Samuel Lutheran, Pr.  Rich Taylor 

Ellsworth:  Trinity,  Pastor Jon Rollefson  

Emmons, MN:  Emmons, Pr. Christopher Martin 

Gilmore City:  First, Call Process 

Grafton:  Emmanuel, Pr. Solveig Zamzow 

Gunder:  Marion, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

+Huxley:  Shepherd of the Prairie, Scott Licht, Lay 
Minister  

Laurens:  Bethany, Pr. Jerry Wittmus  

Manchester:  First, Pr. Tony D. Ede 

+Monona, Faith:  Pr. Mel Harris 

+Northwood:  Peace, Pr. Barbara Wills 

Palmer:  St. John’s,  

Plainfield:  St. John, Pr. Kim Thacker 

Readlyn: St. Matthew, Call Process 

Readlyn:  Zion, Call Process 

+Robins:  Servants of Christ, Pr. Ron Voss 

+Rochester, MN:  Emmanuel,  Pr. David Steffenson 

Ruthven:  Zion, Pr. Thomas Summerfield  

St. Ansgar:  First, Pr. Christopher Staley 

St. Olaf:  Norway, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Sheldon:  St. Paul, Pr. Craig Nissen 

+Sibley:  Faith, Pr. Tim Nappe  

Spencer:  Trinity 
   +Strawberry Pt.:  Mission in Christ, Pr. Gary Burkhalter  

Thor:  Ullensvang, Pr. Darryl Landsverk  

Waterville. Old East Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 

Waukon:  Old West Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 
 

+ indicates mission congregation 

 

The Iowa Mission District 
has 36 congregations! 

The following pastors are available for pulpit supply: 
 
Pastor Gary Burkhalter—815-394-9309 (Sundays) 
Pastor Jean Rabary—563-608-2044 
Pastor David Steffenson—253-302-9845 (Sundays) 
Pastor Paul Weeg- -641-381-0675 

Congregations of the Iowa Mission District 

Check out our newly designed 
website at 
www.iowamissiondistrict.com.  
If your congregation has a 
web site, and you would like to 
have the web address linked to 
your church name on the 
Mission District web site, 
please send the web address to 
me, Pastor Barbara Wills, at 
barbaramwills@gmail.com. 
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