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COME AND SEE 
 

“I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen:   not only because I 
see it, but because by it I see everything else.” – C. S. Lewis 

 
 The Christian faith is an invitation – not an argument or a command – but an 
invitation.  When John the Baptist first pointed to Jesus as the Promised One and 
people began following Him, Jesus invited them to “Come and see.”  When 
Nathaniel wonders whether “anything good can come out of Nazareth,” Philip 
invites him to “Come and see.”  When the shepherds were given the message of 
Jesus’ birth, they said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem to see this 
thing that has happened.”  When the women were surprised and frightened by 
the angel at Jesus’ tomb, they were told to “see the place where they laid Him.” 
 
 And so it has always been.  You cannot argue someone into believing – 
although you can show them that their reasons for unbelief are unsound.  You 
cannot command someone to believe – although you can show why God’s 
commands are good and life-giving.  But you can invite them to “come and see.”  
You can invite them to “taste and see that the Lord is good.”  You can “let your 
light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to 
your Father in heaven.” 
 
 When you see what God has done for you in Jesus, when the light of His 
love and truth and grace shines into your life, then you  can see everything in a 
new light.  As C. S. Lewis has said, it is like the sun dawning on a cold, dark, 
winter morning.  Suddenly the shadows disappear and the whole world opens up 
before you.  Suddenly what had seemed dark and murky begins to take shape 
and becomes recognizable as the world God has made.  May His light shine into 
our lives, that with our eyes of faith open, we can point others to that great and 
glorious world, and invite them to “Come and see.” 
 
 

Rev. Marshall E. Hahn, Dean, Iowa Mission District, NALC 

A Word from the Dean 

http://www.iowamissiondistrict.com/


REFORMATION THROUGH THE AGES 
The Judges 

 
Pastor Marshall Hahn 

 
 On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses to the door of the castle church in 
Wittenberg, an event that is widely viewed as the beginning of the Lutheran Reformation.  This year, then, 
will mark the 500th anniversary of that event.  Yet, this is only one of many reforming events that have 
occurred throughout the history of God’s people.  Indeed, one of the hallmarks of the Lutheran Reformation 
is the insistence that the Church needs to be constantly reformed, or, as the Latin phrase puts it, “Semper 
Reformanda.”  Throughout the history of God’s dealings with His people, He has lifted up leaders to call the 
people back to Him and to following His Word.   
 
 In this 500th Anniversary year, we shall be looking at several of those reformers and the reformations 
they have led among God’s people over the centuries.  From Biblical to modern times, again and again, God 
has lifted up faithful servants to be His witnesses to His people when we have strayed from His ways.  This 
month we will be looking at the role of the Judges of Israel as set forth in the book of the Bible by that 
name.    
 
 The Book of Judges contains some of the more colorful characters and events in the history of the 
Israelites.  From Ehud’s assassination of the obese king Eglon of the Moabites, to Deborah’s leadership of 
the armies of Israel, to Gideon’s victories with only 300 soldiers chosen by God’s design, to Samson and his 
dalliances with Delilah, and all the others in between, it is easy to be drawn in by the stories of intrigue and 
battle and the fighting against overwhelming odds.  But the primary message of the Book of Judges is that 
of God’s deliverance of His people and the call to respond to His grace in faithfulness and obedience. 
 
 Perhaps no other book of the Bible testifies so strongly to the need for God’s people to be “semper 
reformanda” as does this 7th book of the Old Testament.  Again and again, the faithlessness of the people 
leads to disaster spiritually, morally, and politically for the whole nation of Israel.  Again and again, God 
raises up leaders to rescue the people from their enemies and call them back to following His Word.  The 
pattern is laid out in Judges 2:18-19: 
 “Whenever the Lord raised up judges for them the Lord was with the judge, and He saved them from 
the hand of  their enemies all the days of the judge.  For the Lord was moved with pity by their groaning 
because of those who afflicted and oppressed them.  But whenever the judge died, they turned back and 
were more corrupt than their fathers, going after other gods, serving and bowing down to them.” 
 
 Even with the colorful stories of victory and deliverance over the enemies, there is a note of 
melancholy to the entire book, as the final sentence above indicates.  No matter how often God saved His 
people from their enemies, they continued to turn away from Him.  Samson, the last of the judges, may be 
the most colorful character of all.  But he is also the most fickle of the judges, wasting his strength and 
position as leader in pointless exploits that do little to provide relief to the people until his final act in which 
his greatest victory over Israel’s enemies comes by sacrificing his own life.  The final three chapters of the 
Book of Judges relate a horrendous event in the history of the people of Israel that leads to the near-
extinction of one of the tribes.  And it concludes with the statement: 

“In those days there was no king in Israel.  Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.”  
 

“Semper Reformanda” is needed in the Church because of our constant temptation to turn away 
from God and His Word and follow “what is right in our own eyes.”  There is only one true and final 
Reformer, only one true and ultimate Judge and King – our Lord and Savior Jesus, who has come to re-form 
us from within by the power of the Holy Spirit.  As Luther wrote in the first of his 95 Theses: 

“When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, ‘Repent’, He willed the entire life of believers to be 
one of repentance.”  



This and That  
from around the Iowa Mission District 

On the first Wednesday of December the Youth Group (Logos 
Legos) —and Pastor Solveig Zamzow—of Emmanuel 
Lutheran in Grafton ventured out to Eagan, MN, to sort and 
pack shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child through 
Samaritan’s Purse. Having collected 58 boxes in their own 
community, the eleven people who worked for three hours in 
a warehouse, were able to contribute to the packaging of 
over 800,000 boxes in this one location. The surprises they 
encountered ‘covered the spectrum’. There were boxes filled 
to the brim (and hard to wrap!) and boxes with very unique 
gift ideas. But there were also boxes that were packed with 
inappropriate items or boxes that contained so few articles 
that it was wonderful to have bins of additional gifts on the 
assembly line that could be used to supplement such boxes. 

This has been Emmanuel’s second year of 
collecting shoe boxes but the first time 
they helped with the packing 
process....plans for next year are already 
being contemplated. 

At the end of their 
shift the young 
people and their 
chaperones went to 
the prayer wall 
which was covered 
with pictures of 
people from around 
the globe. They took 
a picture and wrote 
a prayer for that 
person on the back 
of the picture. 

Waterloo Ridge 
is celebrating its 
sesquicentennial 
this year.  
Carolyn Storlie, 
congregational 
historian, sent an 
article from the 

Spring Grove Herald that 
highlights this important 
occasion.  The article can be 
found online at this address:  
http://
www.bluffcountrynews.com/
Content/Spring-Grove-Herald/
SGH-Headline-News/Article/
Waterloo-Ridge-Church-
reaches-150-year-
milestone/26/137/66208 
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Luther And Pastoral Care 
 

Pastor David E. Schafer 
West Clermont Lutheran Church (Pro Tem) 

Clermont, Iowa 

 Early this past 
December, our editor, Pr. 

Barbara Wills, invited me 
to write an article about 

Martin Luther (respecting 
the 500th anniversary of 

the Reformation) and 
some aspect of ministry. I 

have chosen the topic of “pastoral care.”   

 When I was a vicar at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Independence, Iowa - my 

internship supervisor – Pr. Hugo Schwartz 
impressed upon me the importance of 

“paying the rent”.  By this expression, Pr. 

Schwartz stressed the duties of “Pastoral 

Care” by visiting those in the hospital, 

nursing homes, homebound, and the sick. 

 In researching Luther and this topic, I 
came across a letter that Luther wrote to his 
mother – Margaret - one month before her 

death.  If you have taken a course in 
Clinical Pastoral Education, you may be 

surprised to learn that Luther never asked 
his mother how she “feels” about something 

or other - nor does Luther demonstrate 
reflective hearing with the words “I hear you 

saying…” 

 In his correspondence, Luther is quick 
to impress upon his mother that “her illness 

is a sign of God’s gracious chastisement, which is 

slight when compared to Christ’s suffering.” In 

other words, Luther reminds his mother, “It 

could be worse”. 

 In his response, Luther cut right to the 
heart of the matter when he wrote “Christ’s 

victory over death and the devil, a victory which 
is pledged to the faithful through the Word and 

the sacraments.”   

 As pastors, we are charged with the 
“care of souls.”  I believe that the title 

“curate” is applicable for our calling.  As 

curates fulfilling our charge, let us draw on 

Luther’s example by acknowledging the 
ailment and reminding the parishioner that 

our ultimate hope for the cure of our soul is 
the salvation that is ours in Jesus Christ. 
 At the time of this writing – mid 

December -I have a parishioner in hospice 
care. In our visits, I have taken Luther at his 

word and remind this person that by Jesus’ 
suffering, death, and resurrection, we have 

reason to hope - even as death comes near.   
 As we begin a New Year, let us move 
ahead with the “old, old story, of Jesus and His 

love.” 

We are born and we die.  This is the fact. 

There is, however, one exception. The 
exception is - Jesus Christ - who is our only 

Lord, Hope, Savior, and Redeemer. In the 
end, it doesn’t matter how we “feel” about 

it.  In the end, only Jesus matters! 
 St. Paul puts it well in Romans, “I 
consider that the sufferings of this present time 

are not worth comparing with the glory about to 

be revealed to us.” Rm 8:18 

Free Hymnals 
There are 105 free Lutheran Books of Worship available for anyone who needs them.  If you’re 
interested please contact Barb Meyer at stevenbarbarameyer@gmail.com.   

mailto:stevenbarbarameyer@gmail.com


Why We Do What We Do 
Elements of Liturgy 

 Jesus is the Light of the world—the Light no 
darkness can overcome.  One of the symbols for 
Christ’s light in our worship services is 
candlelight.  Whether we have just two tapers on 
the altar, elaborate candelabra, and/or a 
magnificent Christ candle—and whether these are 
traditional wax candles, oil candles or battery 
operated candles—the lighting of candles becomes 
an element that needs to be dealt with each time 
we prepare to gather for worship. 
 When and how do we light our candles?  It’s 
interesting to see the great variety of practices and 
attitudes in different congregations regarding these 
shining flames of light.  Some congregations have 
precise and complicated rituals associated with the 
lighting of the candles, while others are very 
casual about it.  The  Lutheran Book of Worship 
Manual on the Liturgy gives us this direction:  
“The lighting of candles … is an action without 
liturgical importance.  It must not be given undue 
attention or carried out with unnatural precision….  
The candles should be lit well before the beginning 
of the service so that the action does not seem to 
be a part of the service and so as not to detract 
from the devotional preparations of the 
people.”  (p.  200)  The exception to this is the 
Vespers service in the evening, when the service 
begins with the Lucernarium, a “service of light”.  
The service begins in darkness with a large pillar 
candle—but not the Christ candle—carried in 
while the litany is being sung.   
 The variety of practices exhibited in differing 
congregations does not end with the question of 
when and how to light the candles, but also covers 
the types of  candles we use.  An extensive 
discussion of types of candles and their placement 

in worship is beyond the scope of this article, 
but candles mentioned in the Manuel on the 
Liturgy are processional candles, Paschal candle 
(more familiarly referred to as the “Christ 
candle”), and candles on or near the altar and 
lectern.  Luther has very little to say about 
candles in his writings.  In his Order for Mass & 
Communion for the church at Wittenberg, (Vol. 
53 of Luther’s Works), the Reformer refers to 
having candles during the Gospel reading as 
something that may be used or omitted.  It 
would seem that candles, like many other things, 
are adiaphora—“indifferent”—not necessary for 
salvation.  While all things should be done in 
good order, our major focus during worship is 
our Lord Jesus! 

Donations and Correspondence 
 

Checks sent to the Mission District for support should be made out to the Iowa Mission 
District, NALC, and mailed to Pastor Christopher Staley at PO Box 141, St. Ansgar, 
IA  50472-0141.   
 

Correspondence for Mr. Craig Lease, Mission District Secretary, should be sent to 405 
7th St. N., Northwood, IA  50459 
 

Items for the Mission District newsletter (pictures, news, etc.) are best sent via e-mail to 

Pastor Barbara Wills at barbaramwills@gmail.com.   

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
 

December 29-31, 2016—Youth Event at  
Riverside Bible Camp.  Contact Pr. Jason 

Cooper for details (Cell: 515-293-0342) 
 

August 9-11, 2017—NALC Convocation in 
Nashville, Tennessee. 
 

September 16, 2017—Iowa Mission District 
Convocation.  Location to be determined. 

Check out our newly designed website at 
www.iowamissiondistrict.com.  If your 
congregation has a web site, and you would like 
to have the web address linked to your church 
name on the Mission District web site, please 
send the web address to me at 
barbaramwills@gmail.com. 

mailto:barbaramwills@gmail.com
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Iowa Mission District Leadership 
 

Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean—stolafparish@neitel.net  
Craig Lease, Secretary—pdlease@gmail.com 
Pastor Christopher Staley, Treasurer—cbstaley@netins.net 
 
Mission District Council Members: 
Pastor Allen Hermeier—handahermeier@mchsi.com 
Pastor Barbara Wills—barbaramwills@gmail.com 
Pastor Gary Burkhalter—pgburkhalter52@hotmail.com 

Brent Bruns—bvbruns@neitel.net 
Gregory Olson—golson@ruthventel.com  
Chris Schlee—schleemasonry@hotmail.com  
 

Newsletter Editor:  Pastor Barbara Wills—barbarawills@mchsi.com  

 

Ackley:  Our Saviour’s, Dan Buhs, Lay Minister  

Allison:  New Life, Galen Eiben, Lay Minister 

+Atlantic:  Holy Trinity—Call Process 

Avoca:  Trinity, Pr. Eric Meissner 

Badger:  Badger Lutheran, Pr. Scott Meier 

Bode:  St. Olaf Lutheran, Call Process 

Boyden:  St. John, Pr. Mark Lund 

Dorchester:  Waterloo Ridge, Pr. Allen Hermeier 

Eagle Grove:  Evangelical Lutheran, Pr. Jason Cooper 

Eagle Grove:  Samuel Lutheran, Pr.  Rich Taylor 

Ellsworth:  Trinity,  Pastor Jon Rollefson  

Emmons, MN:  Emmons, Pr. Christopher Martin 

Gilmore City:  First, Call Process 

Grafton:  Emmanuel, Pr. Solveig Zamzow 

Gunder:  Marion, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

+Huxley:  Shepherd of the Prairie, Scott Licht, Lay 
Minister  

Laurens:  Bethany, Pr. Jerry Wittmus  

Manchester:  First, Pr. Tony D. Ede 

+Monona, Faith:  Pr. Melvin Harris 

+Northwood:  Peace, Pr. Barbara Wills 

Palmer:  St. John’s,  

Plainfield:  St. John, Pr. Kim Thacker 

Readlyn: St. Matthew, Call Process 

Readlyn:  Zion, Call Process 

+Robins:  Servants of Christ, Pr. Ron Voss 

+Rochester, MN:  Emmanuel,  Pr. David Steffenson 

Ruthven:  Zion, Pr. Thomas Summerfield  

St. Ansgar:  First, Pr. Christopher Staley 

St. Olaf:  Norway, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Sheldon:  St. Paul, Pr. Craig Nissen 

+Sibley:  Faith, Pr. Tim Nappe  

Spencer:  Trinity 
   +Strawberry Pt.:  Mission in Christ, Pr. Gary Burkhalter  

Thor:  Ullensvang, Pr. Darryl Landsverk  

Waterville. Old East Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 

Waukon:  Old West Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 
 

+ indicates mission congregation 

 

The Iowa Mission District 
has 36 congregations! 

The following pastors are available for pulpit supply: 
 
Pastor Gary Burkhalter—815-394-9309 (Sundays) 
Pastor Jean Rabary—563-608-2044 
Pastor David Steffenson—253-302-9845 (Sundays) 
Pastor Paul Weeg- -641-381-0675 

Congregations of the Iowa Mission District 
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