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A Word from the Dean 

CRY  FROM  THE  HEART 
“For you formed my inward parts; 

You knitted me together in my mother’s womb. 
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.” 

~Psalm 139:13-14 

 

 On May 2, the Iowa Legislature passed the “Heartbeat Bill,” making it illegal in Iowa to 
perform an abortion if there is a detectable heartbeat.  In the run-up to the vote a public hearing 
was held to receive comments from the public.  As Dean of the Iowa Mission District, I 
submitted a comment expressing support for this legislation, based upon the document “Word 
of Counsel on Sanctity of Nascent Life” (WCSNL), a teaching statement of the NALC authored 
by the Rev. Amy Schifrin.  A portion of the comment I submitted reads: 
 

“We do not want a woman who is overwhelmed by the news of an unintended 
pregnancy to abort an innocent child, a child whose cries for life cannot yet be 
heard, a child who is of great value to God, regardless of the circumstances of 
the child’s birth.  Whatever the circumstances of the pregnancy, the termination 
of the life of their child will not make a mother’s or father’s life better.” [quoted 
from WCSNL] 

 

The heartbeat of a child in utero is the only audible “cry” which such a child can 
produce, and it ought not be ignored.  We implore the legislature to listen to this 
“cry” and provide this very minimal protection to this most precious gift of life 
in the struggle to be born.  Mahatma Gandhi is reported to have said, “The 
measure of a civilization is how it treats its weakest members.”  May we, as the 
people of the state of Iowa not be found wanting in such a measure. 

 

This legislation is certain to be challenged in court, and may very well be appealed to 

the U.S. Supreme Court.  I pray that it may be the vehicle for changing the debate over abortion 

from focusing on some vague notion of “viability” to focusing on the intrinsic value of human 

life itself.  For the real struggle does not take place in legislatures and courtrooms.  The real 

struggle takes place in the hearts and minds of the people.  The real struggle lies in God’s power 

to change lives and transform a culture of death into a life-affirming culture that values every 

life.  May we bear witness to God’s world of life and pray for the day when every life is seen as 

a precious and sacred gift from God to be treasured and protected.  And may we live out that 

vision by treating one another – even those with whom we disagree – not as enemies, but as 

persons whose lives are every bit as valued and precious as our own. 

 
Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean, Iowa Mission District, NALC 
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 In considering the – Word Alone - let us begin 
at the beginning - creation itself. In the Book of 
Genesis we read that prior to God’s creation of the 
heavens and the earth, absolutely nothing existed. 
Everything was empty and void. Out of nothing, by 
the power of God’s Word Alone, God spoke the 
Word and the heavens, the earth, and everything 
else came to be - including humanity. By the power 
of God’s Word, God spoke and we were created in 
the very image of God. 
 By the power of the Word, God took on our 
likeness and our nature in the person of Jesus 
Christ. As St. John writes “And the Word became 
flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory of a father’s only son, full of grace 
and truth.” (Jn. 1:24) 
 Through God’s ongoing creation, Jesus is the 
Word sent by the Father by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and made incarnate from the Virgin Mary.  
Jesus – the Word made flesh - came with a 
mission. Jesus’ mission was to proclaim the Word 
by calling sinners to repentance; healing the sick; 
proclaiming liberty; announcing the kingdom; 
raising the dead; and by restoring the whole of 
creation. 
 Through God’s ongoing creation, Jesus – the 
Word made man - for us and for our salvation 
faced rejection by his own people, including his 
disciples. For us and for our salvation, Jesus - the 
Word made man - suffered at the hands of sinful 
people. For us and for our salvation, Jesus - the 
Word made man - died on the cross. And for us 
and for our salvation, Jesus – the Word made man - 
rose from death to life eternal and the resurrection. 
 On the day of Pentecost, God once again 
demonstrated his ongoing creation through the 
power of the Word.   God sent the Holy Spirit and 
created the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic 
Church.  Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
the Father has mandated his Church to proclaim the 
Word as both Law and Gospel. 
 Spurred by the Word through the Holy Spirit, 
the Church is called to preach the Word of the 
Law. Through the Law, the Word creates 
awareness that we are helpless in our struggle 
against sin, this world, and the power of the devil.  

The Word creates the recognition that we - as 
sinners - stand guilty in the face of God’s 
righteousness. As condemned sinners, the Word 
creates the awareness that we must confess our 
sins and seek the Father’s gracious absolution. 
 Spurred by the Word through the Holy 
Spirit, the Church is also called to preach the 
Word of the Gospel.  The Gospel is God’s 
ongoing creation that through the Word, our sins 
have been forgiven through the mercies of Jesus 
Christ. The Word of the Gospel announces to us 
that through the grace of Jesus Christ, we are 
free to live out our lives in God’s redeeming 
love. Through this compassionate love, the Word 
enables us to love one another.   
 In Ecclesiastes 3:2, we read that there is “a 
time to be born, and a time to die.”  Some say 
that “Life is short.”  As Christians, we believe 
that through God’s ongoing creation through the 
power of the Word, “Life is eternal.” 
 Christians do not believe that death is the 
end, but we believe that death is only the 
beginning of the life that is eternal. After Jesus, 
the Word come down from heaven, died on the 
cross, God raised him to life anew.  As Jesus was 
raised, so we believe that we too shall be raised 
unto God’s glory. 
 The resurrection is the ultimate proof of the 
Word’s victory over sin, death, and the devil. 
Through the ongoing creation of the Word come 
down from heaven, at the end of the age, there 
will be a new heaven and a new earth, because 
the former heaven and the former earth had 
passed away. Through the ongoing creation of 
the Word, creation itself will be made new. 
 The Word Alone is always God’s ongoing 
creation in which the heavens and the earth were 
made. Through creative power of the Word, we 
are made in the image of God. Through the 
loving power of the Word, God sent his Son to 
be our Savior. Through the proclaiming power of 
the Word, the Holy Spirit sustains the Church to 
preach the Law and the Gospel. In the life-giving 
power of the Word, we are assured of our eternal 
salvation. And in the eternal power of the Word, 
we believe that he will restore all things to his 
glory. 

Sola Scripura—Scripture Alone 
The Word Alone, God’s Ongoing Creation 

Pr. David E. Schafer, Pastor Pro Tem 
St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church – Vilmar, Rural Greene, Iowa 



This and That  
from around the Iowa Mission District 

Left:  Pastor Scott Baker 
from Bethany Lutheran 
Church, led the Laurens 
Community Youth Group on 
a "cross walk" on Good 
Friday.  Their path wound 
through the town of Laurens 
with stops at the various 
churches, as well as places 
of business and other 
buildings.  Right:  The 
group is stopped in front of 
the Laurens Municipal 
Library with the old 
Carnegie Library in the 
background.    

Mr. Roger Mohning, lay member of the Iowa 
Mission District Council, died on Friday, May 11, 
of a sudden heart attack.  Roger was a faithful 
follower of Christ and member of Faith Lutheran 
Church in Monona.  His funeral was held on 
Wednesday, May 16, at Norway Lutheran Church.  
Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean of the Iowa Mission 
District, presided.  Our sympathy and prayers are 
with his wife, Julaine, and their family.  Sympathy 
notes may be sent to Julaine at 805 Darby Drive, 
Monona, IA  52159.  (In the photo at right, Roger is 
seated in the lower right corner of  the picture.) 

Left:  Pastor Christopher 
Martin poses with the 
Emmons Lutheran Church 
2018 Confirmation Class.  
The confirmands are (from 
left to right) Sarah 
Heggestad, Kenna Vanek, 
and Annabella Jensen.  

 



The Iowa Mission District website may be found at: www.iowamissiondistrict.com.  If your 
congregation has a web site, and you would like to have the web address linked to your 
church name on the Mission District web site, please send the web address to me, Pastor 
Barbara Wills, at barbaramwills@gmail.com. 

 

2018 Upcoming Events 
 
July—Youth Mission Trip 
 

August 15-17—NALC Convocation, Crowne Plaza Convention Center, Denver, CO. 
 
September 15—Mission District Convocation, First Lutheran, St. Ansgar.  Keynote speaker will be Pr. 
David Wendel. 

Donations and Correspondence 
 

Checks sent to the Mission District for support should be made out to the Iowa Mission 
District, NALC, and mailed to Pastor Christopher Staley at PO Box 141, St. Ansgar, IA  
50472-0141.   
 
Correspondence for Mr. Craig Lease, Mission District Secretary, should be sent to 405 7th St. 
N., Northwood, IA  50459 
 
Items for the Mission District newsletter (pictures, news, etc.) are best sent via e-mail to Pastor 
Barbara Wills at barbaramwills@gmail.com.   
 

Reminder:  The Mission Distr ict fiscal year ends on August 31.  Please keep 
this date in mind when sending your annual donations. 

Announcements 

This and That from around the Iowa Mission 

During the children’s 
sermon at Bethany 
Lutheran in Laurens, 
Pastor Scott Baker used 
three balloons to explain 
Pentecost and the Holy 
Spirit during the children's 
sermon at worship on 
Pentecost Sunday.  Judging 
from the rapt attention of 
those listening it must have 
been a very effective 
demonstration! 
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Following Jesus—Luther Style 
Pray at All Times 

 As we seek to follow faithfully in the footsteps of 
our Lord, it is necessary for us to stay close to Him.  In 
John 15:4, our Lord Jesus uses the metaphor of a vine 
and branches to emphasize the importance of this truth.  
He says to His disciples, “Abide in me, and I in you.  As 
the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides on 
the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me.”  We 
“abide” by being in the presence of the Lord:  “For God 
alone my soul waits in silence….”  (Psalm 62:1a) 
 The importance of prayer is scattered throughout 
Holy Scripture, from Genesis through Revelation.  The 
Psalms are filled with prayers of every sort—praises to 
the Lord, petitions for help; remorse and repentance for 
sin; pleas for mercy; anger against enemies; laments for 
suffering.  There is a longing in these prayers for a close 
and abiding relationship with the Lord:  “As a hart longs 
for flowing streams, so longs my soul for thee, O God.  
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.”  (Psalm 42:1
-2a)  Jesus commanded his disciples to pray:  “And He 
told [the disciples] a parable, to the effect that they ought 
always to pray and not lose heart.”  (Luke 18:1)  The 
Apostle Paul admonishes the saints in the churches to 
which he wrote to “be constant in prayer” (Romans 
12:12c); “pray constantly” (1 Thessalonians 5:17).   

The great Reformer, Martin Luther, also spoke 
often about the importance of prayer and set the example 
for his students and parishioners.  One of his friends, Veit 
Dietrich, once observed Luther while he was praying and 
wrote about the experience to another friend, Philip 
Melanchthon:  “Not a day passes during which he 
[Luther] does not spend in prayer at least three hours….  
On one occasion I chanced to hear him pray.  Good 
Lord, what a spirit, what faith spoke out of his words!  
He prayed with such reverence that one could see he was 
speaking with God and withal with such faith and 
confidence as is shown by one who is speaking with his 
father and friend.”  (Luther Works, Halle or Walch 
edition, Volume 16, text selection #1763, as quoted on p. 
1103 by Ewald M. Plass in What Luther Says, 
Concordia, 1959) 

Prayer is literally a life-line to the Lord.  We 
acknowledge that we are saved by grace, that it is the 
righteousness of Christ that makes us acceptable to the 
Lord; His death and resurrection that pays the price for 
our sin.  But the Lord did not come to make a business 
transaction with us, nor to sell us “fire insurance”.  He 
came that we might have life, and have it in all its 
fullness (John 10:10).  He came to bring us into the love 
He and the Father share in unity with the Holy Spirit 
(John 17:20-26, et al).  He came to draw us into the very 
life of God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  He wants us to 
communicate, to ask, to listen, to share our deepest needs 
and fears and joys with Him. 

People may be reluctant to pray for a variety 
of reasons.  Some folks seem to think that there is a 
set pattern to prayer, and they’re afraid of doing it 
wrong.  They may have been raised to believe that 
only pastors or people with special training can do it.  
Hearing that we are to pray constantly might give 
some folks the idea that one would have to spend all 
their time out of touch with daily work or play in 
order to pray.  They might even be afraid to talk to 
God, the way we would be intimidated to talk to the 
Queen of England or some very rich or famous 
person. 

The truth is, prayer should be as natural to a 
Christian as breathing.  The God who created us loves 
us the way parents love their children.  Our heavenly 
Father sent His very own Son, Jesus, to repair the 
“breach” caused by sin, and to die and rise again to 
destroy “sin, death and the devil” in order to bring us 
back into His family.  He wants to hear from us, as 
we want to hear from those we love—to talk with us 
as we go about our daily work, to hear us tell Him 
about the things that trouble us, to listen as we tell 
Him how much we love Him.  When Jesus’ disciples 
asked Him to teach them to pray, He gave them the 
basic prayer we now call the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 
6:7-15)—it covers all the bases and helps us think 
about the meaning of our relationship with the Lord.  
It’s helpful, as in any relationship, to spend some 
quiet time apart with the Lord—Jesus also did this 
when He lived on earth—but it’s also okay to talk to 
God while we’re driving the car, washing dishes or 
mowing the lawn.  This is what it means to “pray at 
all times”—to have a constant awareness of God.   

It can also be helpful to use prayers that are 
written by others.  As mentioned before, most of the 
Psalms are prayers that we might bring to the Lord—
sometimes with alterations to fit our own specific 
needs.  In the Small Catechism we have Martin 
Luther’s morning and evening prayers—beautiful 
ways to greet God in the morning and to set aside our 
daily concerns in the evening, entrusting ourselves to 
the Lord before we sleep.  The Lutheran Book of 
Worship has a whole section of short prayers that 
cover a whole range of matters that one might pray 
about (pp. 42-53).  And many devotional books, such 
as Portals of Prayer, have sections of prayers for 
different times of the day and various situations.  As 
long as pre-written prayers are faithful to the 
teachings of Christ and the Holy Scriptures, they may 
be prayed with confidence. 

The Lord loves you—He wants to hear from 
you every day! 

 
Pastor Barbara M. Wills 



Iowa Mission District Leadership 
 

Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean—stolafparish@neitel.net  
Craig Lease, Secretary—pdlease@gmail.com 
Pastor Christopher Staley, Treasurer—cbstaley@netins.net 
 

Mission District Council Members: 
Pastor Barbara Wills—barbaramwills@gmail.com 
Pastor Gary Burkhalter—pgburkhalter52@hotmail.com 

Pastor Mark Lund—pastormarklund@gmail.com 
Gregory Olson—golson@ruthventel.com  
Chris Schlee—schleemasonry@hotmail.com  

 
 
 

Newsletter Editor:  Pastor Barbara Wills—barbaramwills@gmail.com  

 

Ackley:  Our Saviour’s, Dan Buhs, Lay Minister  

+Atlantic:  Holy Trinity—Call Process 

Avoca:  Trinity, Pr. Eric Meissner 

Badger:  Badger Lutheran, Pr. Scott Meier 

Boyden:  St. John, Pr. Mark Lund 

Dorchester:  Waterloo Ridge, Call Process 

Eagle Grove:  Evangelical Lutheran, Pr. Jason Cooper 

Eagle Grove:  Samuel Lutheran, Pr.  Rich Taylor 

Ellsworth:  Trinity,  Pastor Jon Rollefson  

Emmons, MN:  Emmons, Pr. Christopher Martin 

Gilmore City:  First, Call Process 

Grafton:  Emmanuel, Pr. Solveig Zamzow 

Greene:  St. John (Vilmar), Pr. David Schafer, Interim 

Gunder:  Marion, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Harlan:  Bethlehem, Pr. Ronald Rasmussen 

+Huxley:  Shepherd of the Prairie, Scott Licht, Lay 
Minister  

Irwin:  St. Paul, Pr. Ronald Rasmussen 

Laurens:  Bethany, Pr. Scott Baker 

Manchester:  First, Pr. Tony D. Ede 

+Monona, Faith:  Pr. Mel Harris 

+Northwood:  Peace, Pr. Barbara Wills 

Palmer:  St. John’s,  

Plainfield:  St. John, Pr. Kim Thacker 

Readlyn: St. Matthew, Pr. Jean Rabary 

Readlyn:  Zion, Pr. Jean Rabary 

+Robins:  Servants of Christ, Pr. Ron Voss 

+Rochester, MN:  Emmanuel,  Pr. David Steffenson 

Ruthven:  Zion, Pr. Thomas Summerfield  

St. Ansgar:  First, Pr. Christopher Staley 

St. Olaf:  Norway, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Sheldon:  St. Paul, Pr. Craig Nissen 

+Sibley:  Faith, Pr. Tim Nappe  

Spencer:  Trinity 
   +Strawberry Pt.:  Mission in Christ, Pr. Gary Burkhalter  

Thor:  Ullensvang, Pr. Darryl Landsverk  

Waterville. Old East Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 

Waukon:  Old West Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 
 

+ indicates mission congregation 

 

The Iowa Mission District 
has 37 congregations! 

The following pastors are available for pulpit supply: 
 
Pastor Paul Breddin—515--528-2284 
Pastor David Steffenson—253-302-9845 (Sundays) 
Pastor Paul Weeg- -641-381-0675 

Congregations of the Iowa Mission District 
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