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A Word from the Dean 

IMAGO DEI 
 

"Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children." 
Ephesians 5:1 

 
 Children are great imitators.  This is something all parents know, sometimes to our chagrin.  
For it often seems that they are best at imitating some of our bad habits, or repeating the words 
we didn't really want them to hear.  Still it is amusing, and sometimes touching, to see little 
children acting like adults with their toys, following Mom or Dad around the house and in the 
yard with their toy dishes or model tractors.  For this is how children learn -- by watching and 
doing. 
 
 We often emphasize our sinfulness as those who are "in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves."  And it is important for us to recognize this and to turn to Jesus for our forgiveness 
and salvation.  Yet there is another part of our faith that we should never forget.  And that is 
that God has made us in His image – “Imago Dei” is the Latin phrase used to express the 
understanding of this unique imprint that God has placed on humanity.  The wonder of God's 
love is that He has given to us such a position of honor.  As the Psalmist writes: 

"What is man that you should be mindful of him, 
The son of man that you should seek him out? 

You have made him but little lower than the angels; 
You adorn him with glory and honor." 

 
 In Ephesians, Paul tells us to be "imitators of God."  We might wonder how we can imitate 
God, the very author of creation, the Lord of the universe.  After all, isn't that what got Adam 
and Eve into trouble in the first place -- trying to be like God?  Yet the imitation we are called 
to do does not come from our own imagination.  Instead, it comes from following The One who 
has shown us how we can truly be children of God -- from Jesus Christ.  It is in imitation of His 
love and compassion and humble service that we can be true "imitators of God."  Like children 
following in the footsteps of their parents, we will often trip and fall.  Yet God will always be 
there to pick us up and guide us once more on His path. 
 

"Beloved, we are God's children now; it does not yet appear what we shall be, but we 
know that when He appears we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.” 

I John 3:2 

 
Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean, Iowa Mission District, NALC 
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In the 1960’s I attended monthly German 
divine services in the town where I was 
teaching. The pastor often used the phrase 
“Es steht geschrieben.” (It is written.) to 
emphasize a point from Holy Scripture. 
Those three words carry a lot of 
significance regarding God’s Word. 
 
Several years later I was called to teach for 
eleven years in the Lutheran schools in 
Papua New Guinea. These schools had 
morning devotions and religion classes. 
Some students were trained to teach Sunday 
School in surrounding villages. Many of 
these students would become nurses, 
teachers or pastors. Several became 
bishops. Early German missionaries had 
translated the Bible into the local languages 
as well as teaching literacy, with the result 
that the gospel spread rapidly as people 
heard or read it in their own language. 
Lutheran Bible Translators are still 
performing this task as New Guinea has 
over 800 languages.  
 
After a break of 9 years in the States our 
family was recalled to New Guinea for 
thirteen more years, I as a local language 
seminary lecturer and my wife as a literacy 
teacher. Our seminary graduates would 
continue to spread God’s Word. From its 
humble beginnings in 1886 as an endeavor 
of the Neuendettelsau Mission Society in 
Germany, the Lutheran Church in Papua 
New Guinea today has over 1,000,000 
members. Such is the power of God’s 
written and preached Word.   
 
Luther wrote that Scripture is God’s self-
revelation. If one wants to know what God 
is like and what God has done, one must 
look to Holy Scripture. Everything that God 
has done for our salvation and eternal life is 

there.  
 
Christians do not worship Holy Scripture. 
They worship the one true God as revealed 
in Holy Scripture.  Jesus prayed, “Sanctify 
them in the truth; your word is 
truth.” (John 17:17). Yes, Pastor Reuther 
was right on when he said that it was 
written.  The truth is right there in black 
and white. 
 
What does Scripture tell us of God and His 
Word? Scripture is a lamp and a guide for 
us (Psalm 119:105). It is from God, and is 
useful in teaching and helping people lead 
righteous lives (II Timothy 3:16). It is 
written so that people might believe that 
Jesus is the Savior, the Son of God, and 
have eternal life (John 20:31). 
 
There is power in God’s Word – in the 
saving Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. St. 
Paul states that the gospel is the power of 
God for salvation (Romans 1:16). I saw 
that for myself in the vibrant, growing 
Church in Papua New Guinea. God 
Himself tells us that His Word will 
accomplish the purpose for which it was 
sent (Isaiah 55:11), namely to bring people 
to faith. That’s why it was written, because 
there is no salvation in anyone else but in 
Jesus, the crucified, risen, and ascended 
Son of God (Acts 4:12). That’s why the 
Church preaches and teaches Scripture. 
That’s why the Church is mission-oriented. 
That’s why Sola Scriptura.  

Sola Scripura—Scripture Alone 
SOLA SCRIPTURA: IT IS WRITTEN 

 

Pr. Paul Breddin 
West Des Moines, Iowa 



This and That  
from around the Iowa Mission District 

The Iowa Mission District website may 
be found at: 
www.iowamissiondistrict.com.  If your 
congregation has a web site, and you 
would like to have the web address 
linked to your church name on the 
Mission District web site, please send 
the web address to me, Pastor Barbara 
Wills, at barbaramwills@gmail.com. 

Joint Meeting Women of the 
NALC 

 Left:  On May 12, a joint meeting was 
held at Bethany Lutheran Church in Laurens 
with women from First Lutheran Church, 
Gilmore City.  We began the morning with 
refreshments and fellowship, then we gathered 
together for devotions led by Pastor Scott 
Baker.  Pastor gave a lesson based on Lydia 
and Phoebe, coinciding with Mother’s Day the 
next day was.  Pastor Baker gave numerous 
examples of how women have been called into 
God’s ministry in order to bring His word to all 
nations.  Our new challenge today is to invite 
women who are business owners into our 
discipleship, and balance this with works of 
charity.  We need to ask them, “How can Jesus 
help in your life?” 

 Becky Braesch gave a welcome based on the initial grass roots sharing between our two congregations for 
goals and missions, as this is today’s model of the NALC.  We then divided into groups in order to share ways 
to keep NALC women’s groups strong within our churches.  Ideas were shared and recorded with discussion on 
each project.  
 The morning ended with lunch and a commitment to get together again for additional communication and 
planning of retreats and projects.  We were all extremely pleased with our time together.  

Right:  On Sunday, June 24th, Pastor  
Christopher Martin, presented a parting gift from 
Emmons Lutheran Church to Carol Olson, their 
head organist since 2004.  Carol had served as a 
substitute organist for many years before that, and 
will surely be missed as she retires from that 
ministry. 

http://www.iowamissiondistrict.com
mailto:barbaramwills@gmail.com


 

2018 Upcoming Events 
 
July—Youth Mission Trip 
 

August 15-17—NALC Convocation, Crowne Plaza Convention Center, Denver, CO. 
 
September 15—Mission District Convocation, First Lutheran, St. Ansgar.  Keynote speaker will be Pr. 
David Wendel. 

Donations and Correspondence 
 

Checks sent to the Mission District for support should be made out to the Iowa Mission 
District, NALC, and mailed to Pastor Christopher Staley at PO Box 141, St. Ansgar, IA  
50472-0141.   
 
Correspondence for Mr. Craig Lease, Mission District Secretary, should be sent to 405 7th St. 
N., Northwood, IA  50459 
 
Items for the Mission District newsletter (pictures, news, etc.) are best sent via e-mail to Pastor 
Barbara Wills at barbaramwills@gmail.com.   
 

Reminder:  The Mission Distr ict fiscal year ends on August 31.  Please keep 
this date in mind when sending your annual donations. 

Announcements 

This and That from around the Iowa Mission District, continued 

To the Iowa Mission District of the NALC—Thank you so much for your 
monetary support during my time at seminary.  I have graduated with 
my M. Div. degree and was recently approved for internship by the 
NALC.  That will begin in January, pending a location being found.  
These 6 years have been both rewarding and difficult, but I appreciate 
your help very much.  Thank you again—May God bless each of you and 
your congregations. 
         Sincerely, 
         Shari Munyon 
(Ed. Note:  Shari also mentioned in an e-mail that she is working on 
arranging a semester of Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) for this fall.  
Please pray for her and her family as she enters these final months of 
preparation for ordination to the ministry of Word and Sacrament. 
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Following Jesus—Luther Style 
Praying with Scripture 

 “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  
In his agony on the cross, our Lord Jesus cried out 
these words of Psalm 22.  Although only this first 
line is recorded in Matthew’s gospel, it is quite 
possible that our Lord prayed the whole psalm as he 
hung dying.  Praying the psalms, whether in 
personal devotions or in the liturgies of Jewish 
synagogues and Christian churches, has been a part 
of the lives of God’s people since these prayers and 
songs were written.  In fact, they were used in 
worship long before being compiled and made into 
books. 
 As we noted last month, prayer is an integral 
part of the lives of God’s faithful people, and the 
“prayer book of the Bible”—the book of Psalms—is 
the most obvious source for learning to pray.  Using 
the words of generation upon generation of people 
from the past helps us feel united with our brothers 
and sisters in Christ who lived before us.  Although 
their situations may have differed from ours, and 
their technology certainly did, we continue to 
struggle with loneliness, grief, fear, enemies and 
dangers.  When we pray the psalms of lament from a 
Christian perspective, we may be uncomfortable 
with some of the graphic language of destruction the 
psalmist calls for against his enemies, but we also 
know that our greatest enemies are often within 
ourselves—self-interest, willfulness, lack of 
repentance, refusal to forgive—and we pray that the 
Lord would destroy these enemies within us that 
block His love and mercy.  In our times of grief, the 
23rd Psalm comforts us as it did those who have 
gone before us:  “The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall 
not want….  Yea, though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil, for Thou 
art with me….”  And praying the psalms that praise 
the Lord for His mighty deeds brings to our minds 
the remembrance that the Lord who created and 
sustains all things provides for our needs and 
deserves our gratitude and adoration. 
 Although the Psalms contain many, many 
prayers, there are also prayers recorded throughout 
the Bible by God’s people of different times and in a 
variety of circumstances.  There are Abraham’s 
pleas for mercy for the righteous in the cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 18:22-33), Hannah’s 
yearning for a child (1 Samuel 1:1-20), Solomon’s 
prayer for wisdom (1 Kings 3:3-15), and Paul’s 
request for relief from his thorn in the flesh             

(2 Corinthians: 7-10).  Sometimes these prayers 
were answered in the affirmative—sometimes 
they were not.  But they were always answered.  
And our Lord Jesus gave his disciples the words 
of the Lord’s Prayer, “Our Father who art in 
heaven….”  We can find Jesus’ “high priestly 
prayer” in John 17—His prayer for His disciples 
of all times—those who were with Him in His 
earthly life and all of us who believe because of 
their words of witness and faith shared from 
generation to generation. 
 Using the Bible as a resource for prayer 
doesn’t limit us to just the obvious prayers 
offered by others.  Parables, events, warnings and 
words of hope and promise open up many 
opportunities for us to pray.  When we hear the 
parable of the two men who went up to the 
temple to pray we learn to pray as the tax 
collector did, “God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner!”  (Luke 18:9-14)  Jesus’ answer to 
Martha in Luke 10:41-42, when she complained 
of Mary’s sitting at the Lord’s feet instead of 
running around like a mad woman, wearing 
herself out trying to do good things for the 
Lord—“Martha, Martha, you are anxious and 
troubled about many things, but one thing is 
necessary.  Mary has chosen the good portion, 
which will not be taken away from her.”  This 
admonition reminds me, when I become fixated 
on anything other than Christ Himself, to take a 
time out.  It is a reminder—and an opportunity—
to stop and sit in the Lord’s presence; to listen to 
His words and to seek His guidance, rather than 
relying on my own dubious “wisdom” and 
strength.  And when I read in Paul’s letter to the 
Roman church that all have sinned and fallen 
short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23), I know 
this is not written to excuse my sin, but an 
opportunity to repent and receive the forgiveness 
and righteousness that comes from Christ in His 
death and resurrection—to seek His guidance and 
help through the Holy Spirit. 

 The psalmist prays, “Your word is lamp 
to my feet and a light to my path….”  (Psalm 
119:105).  The Bible, God’s written word, is not 
as much a text book to teach us things about God, 
as it is a prayer book to bring us into a loving 
relationship with Him—a guide to help us know 
God.  

Pastor Barbara M. Wills 



Iowa Mission District Leadership 
 

Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean—stolafparish@neitel.net  
Craig Lease, Secretary—pdlease@gmail.com 
Pastor Christopher Staley, Treasurer—cbstaley@netins.net 
 

Mission District Council Members: 
Pastor Barbara Wills—barbaramwills@gmail.com 
Pastor Gary Burkhalter—pgburkhalter52@hotmail.com 

Pastor Mark Lund—pastormarklund@gmail.com 
Gregory Olson—golson@ruthventel.com  
Chris Schlee—schleemasonry@hotmail.com  

 
 
 

Newsletter Editor:  Pastor Barbara Wills—barbaramwills@gmail.com  

 

Ackley:  Our Saviour’s, Dan Buhs, Lay Minister  

+Atlantic:  Holy Trinity—Call Process 

Avoca:  Trinity, Pr. Eric Meissner 

Badger:  Badger Lutheran, Pr. Scott Meier 

Boyden:  St. John, Pr. Mark Lund 

Dorchester:  Waterloo Ridge, Call Process 

Eagle Grove:  Evangelical Lutheran, Pr. Jason Cooper 

Eagle Grove:  Samuel Lutheran, Pr.  Rich Taylor 

Ellsworth:  Trinity,  Pastor Jon Rollefson  

Emmons, MN:  Emmons, Pr. Christopher Martin 

Gilmore City:  First, Tracy Nerem, Lay Minister 

Grafton:  Emmanuel, Pr. Solveig Zamzow 

Greene:  St. John (Vilmar), Pr. David Schafer, Interim 

Gunder:  Marion, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Harlan:  Bethlehem, Pr. Ronald Rasmussen 

+Huxley:  Shepherd of the Prairie, Scott Licht, Lay 
Minister  

Irwin:  St. Paul, Pr. Ronald Rasmussen 

Laurens:  Bethany, Pr. Scott Baker 

Manchester:  First, Pr. Tony D. Ede 

+Monona, Faith:  Pr. Mel Harris 

+Northwood:  Peace, Pr. Barbara Wills 

Palmer:  St. John’s,  

Plainfield:  St. John, Pr. Kim Thacker 

Readlyn: St. Matthew, Pr. Jean Rabary 

Readlyn:  Zion, Pr. Jean Rabary 

+Robins:  Servants of Christ, Pr. Ron Voss 

+Rochester, MN:  Emmanuel,  Pr. David Steffenson 

Ruthven:  Zion, Pr. Thomas Summerfield  

St. Ansgar:  First, Pr. Christopher Staley 

St. Olaf:  Norway, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Sheldon:  St. Paul, Pr. Craig Nissen 

+Sibley:  Faith, Pr. Tim Nappe  

Spencer:  Trinity 
   +Strawberry Pt.:  Mission in Christ, Pr. Gary Burkhalter  

Thor:  Ullensvang, Pr. Darryl Landsverk  

Waterville. Old East Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 

Waukon:  Old West Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 
 

+ indicates mission congregation 

 

The Iowa Mission District 
has 37 congregations! 

The following pastors are available for pulpit supply: 
 
Pastor Paul Breddin—515--528-2284 
Pastor David Steffenson—253-302-9845 (Sundays) 
Pastor Paul Weeg- -641-381-0675 

Congregations of the Iowa Mission District 
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