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JOY  IN  HEAVEN 
 

"For this my son was dead, and is alive again; 
he was lost, and is found." 

~Luke 15:24 
 
 It has been called "the greatest short story ever told."  Jesus' parable of the 
Prodigal Son encapsulates the whole drama of salvation -- blessing, rebellion, sin, 
despair, repentance, forgiveness, acceptance, thanksgiving, joy -- it is all there in story 
form.  Sometimes called the Parable of the Lost Son or the Parable of the Loving Father, 
it is a dramatization of how Jesus has come to seek and to save the lost. 
 
 Who are the lost?  We are.  Apart from God, apart from His presence, we are lost 
and without hope -- like this foolish son, separating himself from his loving, caring 
father, and wasting all the riches he has been given on things that do not last and cannot 
fulfill his life, -- apart from God, we find ourselves following after every bright object 
that comes our way, only to end up lost and alone. 
 
 It is a story that each one of us repeats in our own lives again and again -- in small 
and sometimes tragic ways.  Yet each time our gracious heavenly Father seeks us out, 
calls us back, opens His arms, and rejoices with heavenly joy when we return.  Just as 
the father in the parable does not simply wait at the gate for his son to come back, but 
runs to him, welcoming him and inviting him in as a beloved son, so, too, our heavenly 
Father does not simply wait for us to come back to Him, but actively seeks us out, 
leaving no stone unturned in His efforts to call us back to Him. 
  
 During this season of Lent, we are encouraged to confess once more that we have 
strayed from our Father's ways and become lost in sin.  We are reminded once more of 
the long-suffering mercy of God, who seeks to bring us back to Himself every time we 
turn away.  And we are called once again to "return to the Lord Your God, for He is 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love." 
 

A Word from the Dean 
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This and That  
from around the Iowa Mission District 

Pastor Chris and Lindsay Martin (Emmons 
Lutheran Church, Emmons) are proud to 
announce the birth of their daughter, Cassaundra 
Marie Martin, born January 8th, 2016 in Albert 
Lea at 7 pounds, 4 ounces and 20 inches 
long.  Despite having her umbilical cord in a 
double knot at birth, she’s perfectly healthy.  She 
joins her younger brothers Bradon, age 5, and 
Zachary, age 2.  We wish to thank everyone in the 
Mission District for your prayers during the 
pregnancy and in the days since her birth. 

Pastor Dan Hart left the U.S. on January 
18th for a ten-day mission trip to Delhi 
and Bangalore, India, with “India 
Transformed”, a partner ministry with 
the NALC.  Above, he visits a United 
Evangelical Mission-India medical 
clinic.  To the left, worshipers gather on 
January 23rd at a UEM mission plant 
congregation four hours east of 
Bangalore.  The trip also included visits 
to schools.   



Congregationally-Focused:  Not Congregationally-Centered 
 

Pastor Barbara M. Wills 
Peace Lutheran Church 

Northwood, Iowa 

Our Lord Jesus made this promise to His 
disciples:  “Where two or three are gathered 
in my name, there am I in the midst of 
them.”  (Matthew 18:20)  In the gathered 
people of God—the congregation—our Lord 
is present with us as we sing praises to Him, 
hear His Word read and preached, and 
receive His Body and Blood “in, with, and 
under” the bread and wine of Holy 
Communion.  He is also with us in the 
people of God sitting next to us in the pew, 
and in those sharing their gifts in music and 
service within the liturgy.  Our Lord is 
present to us in the folks we reach out to in 
His name through our mission giving, our 
daily witness within our communities, and in 
our daily work.  Nurtured and nourished in 
the gathered Body of Christ—our 
congregations—we are strengthened and 
prepared for faithful service to our Lord. 

The fourth attribute of the NALC is 
“Congregationally-Focused”, a recognition 
that the ministry of the Christ-Centered, 
Mission-Driven, Traditionally-Grounded 
people of God is lived out in the places 
where people live, worship, and work.  
While the congregations of a church body 
stand together under the same governance 
and doctrines, that larger body of 
congregations is no more “the church” than 
the individual congregations of believers 
who gather in the name of Christ.  And it is 
in the smaller gatherings of the Body of 
Christ—at the “grass roots”—that God’s 
people live out their faith in Christ day by 
day. 

The NALC is a church body that 
recognizes the important connection between 
congregation and ministry.  We in the NALC 
are congregationally focused, but we are not 
congregationally centered.  We remain 
Christ-Centered.  A Christ-Centered 
congregation doesn’t think of itself as the 
final authority in its life together.  It doesn’t 
stand apart from other congregations in the 
Church with a self-reliant attitude that 

ignores the need to work with other 
congregations in fulfilling the mission and 
ministry Christ has mandated for the Church. 

Just as the NALC as a church body 
recognizes the importance of the 
congregation, so the individuals in a 
congregation also need to understand its 
importance and their role as members.  The 
congregation is not a club or a charitable 
organization per se.  It is a living organism—
the Body of Christ with various parts that are 
needed to function properly, as the Apostle 
Paul describes in 1 Corinthians 12.  Too 
often in the modern Church, members of the 
Body seem to consider worship attendance 
as optional and participation in the ministry 
of the congregation as voluntary.  The 
members of Christ’s Body are not 
volunteers.  We are disciples.  We are given 
gifts by the Holy Spirit to be used to fulfill 
Christ’s will for us to go and teach—to 
“make disciples”. 

Jesus calls us as individuals who are 
baptized into His death and resurrection to 
be caught up in the life of the Church.  We 
don’t all have the same gifts, and we aren’t 
all called to the same  work of ministry, but 
we are all called to be faithful in our 
worship, learning (a disciple is a student, 
after all), and service.  The writer of 
Hebrews sums it up well in chapter 10:23-
25:  “”Let us hold fast the confession of our 
hope without wavering, for he who promised 
is faithful; and let us consider how to stir up 
one another to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another, and all 
the more as you see the Day drawing near.” 

Our Lord Jesus came to show us how 
very much we are loved by God.  He died on 
the cross and rose again in the resurrection to 
give us life in all its fullness now and in our 
eternal home with the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit.  If He, our Lord and Master, was 
willing to give His life for us, surely it is our 
privilege to live our lives for Him. 



 

 

February  2-4, NALC Pastors’ Conference in 
Orlando, Florida. 
 
April 4-5, 2016—Mission District pastors’ retreat. 
 

August  9-12, 2016—Lutheran Week & NALC 
Convocation in Anaheim, California. 
 

September 17, 2016—Iowa Mission District 
Convocation at Bethany Lutheran Church, 
Laurens,  
Iowa. 8 am—Coffee; 9 am—Opening worship.  
Keynote speaker:  The Reverend Doctor Amy 
Schifrin, President of the North American Lutheran 
Seminary. 

Donations and Correspondence 
 

Checks sent to the Mission District for support should be made out to the Iowa 
Mission District, NALC, and mailed to Pastor Christopher Staley at PO Box 141, 
St. Ansgar, IA  50472-0141.   
 
Correspondence for Pastor Solveig Zamzow, Mission District Secretary, should be 
sent to PO Box 282, Grafton, IA  50440  
 
Items for the Mission District newsletter (pictures, news, etc.) are best sent via e-

mail to Pastor Barbara Wills at barbarawills@mchsi.com.   

A Message from our Mission District Treasurer 
 
At the most recent Mission District convocation, the budget passed was based on our 35 
congregations giving an average of $400 per congregation. Please remember that these are 
not "dues," but merely a suggested level of giving for our working together to improve and 
sustain the ministry within our mission district with a very lean budget. Some 
congregations may be unable to give up to this level, while others are able to give beyond 
the suggested level. All gifts are appreciated and help us to work together toward our 
common mission.    

 

Upcoming Events 

Notices and Announcements 

The Rev. Dr. Amy Schifrin 
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Make a Joyful Noise! 
The Hymns We Sing 

Epiphany is the season of revelation.  Beginning 
on January 6th with the celebration of the sages 
from the East who came to worship at the feet 
of the tiny King Jesus, through the Baptism of 
Our Lord (on the first Sunday following the day 
of Epiphany) and ending with the 
Transfiguration of Our Lord (on the Sunday 
before Ash Wednesday), we hear the voice of 
the Father declaring from heaven “This is my 
beloved Son…” and are shown glimpses of 
Jesus’ identity as the only begotten Son of God.   
 
We Three Kings is  favorite Epiphany hymn, 
written by John Henry Hopkins Jr., in 1857, as 
a gift for his nieces and nephews.  Hopkins was 
a parish pastor in Pennsylvania, designer of 
stained glass windows, and an illustrator.  His 
song is not in the LBW, and it contains 
inaccuracies (Matthew’s account of the visit of 
the wise men doesn’t tell how many sages there 
were, and doesn’t refer to them as kings—and 
we all know they didn’t arrive the night of Jesus’ 
birth), but the hymn caught on and quickly 
became a favorite of the season.  As author 
David McLaughlan says in The Carols of 
Christmas, this lovely hymn nevertheless 
“celebrates the gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh, and the greatest gift the world has ever 
know—a Savior!”  (p. 94)  The Savior and only 
begotten Son of the heavenly Father, Jesus 
Christ. 
 

We Three Kings 
 

We three kings of orient are; 
Bearing gifts we traverse afar— 
Field and fountain, moor and mountain— 
Following yonder star. 
O star of wonder, star of night, 
Star with royal beauty bright, 
Westward leading, still proceeding, 
Guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

On the Wednesday after Transfiguration 
Sunday, the solemn season of Lent begins with 
Ash Wednesday.  This is our annual journey in 
the wilderness—forty days (not counting 
Sundays) of prayerful introspection and 
repentance as we prepare for our Lord’s Holy 
Passion.  Although the hymns for the Lenten 
season are often somber and reflective, as is 
fitting for this most solemn penitential season 

in the Church year, they are nevertheless beautiful 
and remind us of the great love our heavenly Father 
has for us in sending His Son to take our sins to the 
cross and give us the gift of eternal life through His 
resurrection. 
 

One of my personal favorite hymns during the 
season of Lent is Savior, When in Dust to You.  
Written by Robert Grant who was born in Bengal in 
1779, the son of the director of the East India 
Company who had been a member of the British 
Parliament, the hymn was first printed in The 
Christian Observer in November 1815.  Grant was 
educated at Magdalen College, Oxford, and became 
a lawyer in 1807.  His career included serving as a 
member of Parliament, and Judge Advocate 
General.  He was knighted in 1834 and then served 
as governor of Bombay, until his death four years 
later. 
 

Savior, When in Dust to You 
 

Savior, when in dust to you 
Low we bow in homage due; 
When repentant, to the skies 
Scarce we lift our weeping eyes; 
Oh, by all your pains and woe 
Suffered once for us below, 
Bending from your throne on high, 
Hear our penitential cry! 
 

By your helpless infant years, 
By your life of want and tears, 
By your days of deep distress 
In the savage wilderness, 
By the dread. mysterious hour 
Of the insulting tempter’s pow’r, 
Turn, oh, turn a fav’ring eye; 
Hear our penitential cry! 
 

By your hour of dire despair, 
By your agony of prayer, 
By the cross, the nail, the thorn, 
Piercing spear, and torturing scorn, 
By the gloom that veiled the skies 
O’er the dreadful sacrifice, 
Listen to our humble sigh; 
Hear our penitential cry! 
 

By your deep expiring groan, 
By the sad sepulchral stone, 
By the vault whose dark abode 
Held in vain the rising God, 
Oh, from earth to heav’n restored, 
Mighty, re-ascended Lord, 
Bending from your throne on high, 
Hear our penitential cry! 



Iowa Mission District Leadership 
 

Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean—stolafparish@neitel.net  
Pastor Solveig Zamzow, Secretary—PastorZ@wctatel.net 
Pastor Christopher Staley, Treasurer—cbstaley@netins.net 
 
Executive Council Members: 
Pastor Darryl Landsverk—blcpd@wccta.net 
Pastor Allen Hermeier—handahermeier@mchsi.com 
Pastor Barbara Wills—barbarawills@mchsi.com 
Brent Bruns—bvbruns@neitel.net 
Sheldon Bieri—5somewhere@laurens-ia.com  
Gregory Olson—golson@ruthventel.com  
 
Newsletter Editor:  Pastor Barbara Wills—barbarawills@mchsi.com  

 

Ackley:  Our Saviour’s, Dan Buhs, Lay Minister  

+Atlantic:  Holy Trinity—Pr. Paul Breddin, Interim 

Avoca:  Trinity, Pr. Eric Meissner 

Badger:  Badger Lutheran, Don Bell, Lay Minister 

Bode:  St. Olaf Lutheran, Call Process 

Boyden:  St. John, Pr. Dan Hart  
  Clarksville:  New Life, Galen Eiben, Lay Minister 

Dorchester:  Waterloo Ridge, Pr. Allen Hermeier 

Eagle Grove:  Evangelical Lutheran, Pr. Jason Cooper 

Eagle Grove:  Samuel Lutheran, Pr.  Rich Taylor 

Ellsworth:  Trinity, Call Process 

Emmons, MN:  Emmons, Pr. Christopher Martin 

Gilmore City:  First, Call Process 

Grafton:  Emmanuel, Pr. Solveig Zamzow 

Gunder:  Marion, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

+Huxley:  Shepherd of the Prairie, Scott Licht, Lay 
Minister  

Laurens:  Bethany, Pr. Jerry Wittmus  

Manchester:  First, Pr. Tony D. Ede 

+Monona, Faith:  Pr. Melvin Harris 

+Northwood:  Peace, Pr. Barbara Wills 

Palmer:  St. John’s,  

Plainfield:  St. John, Pr. Kim Thacker 

Readlyn: St. Matthew, Pr. Mark Lund 

Readlyn:  Zion, Pr. Mark Lund 

Robins:  Servants of Christ, Pr. Ron Voss 

+Rochester, MN:  Emmanuel,  Pr. David Steffenson 

Ruthven:  Zion, Pr. Thomas Summerfield  

St. Ansgar:  First, Pr. Christopher Staley 

St. Olaf:  Norway, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Sheldon:  St. Paul, Pr. Craig Nissen 

+Sibley:  Faith, Pr. Tim Nappe  

Spencer:  Trinity 
   +Strawberry Pt.:  Mission in Christ, Pr. Gary Burkhalter  

Thor:  Ullensvang, Pr. Darryl Landsverk  

Waterville. Old East Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 

Waukon:  Old West Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 
 

+ indicates mission congregation 

 

The Iowa Mission  District 
has 36 congregations! 

The following pastors are available for pulpit supply: 
 
Pastor Gary Burkhalter—815-394-9309 (Sundays) 

Pastor Duane Marburger—563-506-3191 
Pastor Jean Rabary—563-608-2044 
Pastor David Steffenson—253-302-9845 (Sundays) 
Pastor Paul Weeg- -641-381-0675 
Pastor Ian Wolfe—402-960-3882 

Congregations of the Iowa Mission District 
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