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IN THE IMAGE OF GOD 
 

“Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.” 
 - Ephesians 5:1 

 

Children are great imitators.  This is something all parents discover, sometimes to their chagrin, when 
they see their children imitating some of our bad habits, or repeating words we didn’t really want them to 
hear.  But it is amusing, and sometimes touching, to see little children acting like adults with their toys, 
following Mom and Dad around in the house and in the yard with their toy brooms or play tools.  For this is 
how children learn best – by watching and doing. 
 
 In our Lutheran teachings we make quite a point of emphasizing that we are “in bondage to sin and 
cannot free ourselves.”  And it is altogether meet and salutary that we should do so.  The temptation to 
downplay our sinfulness and find excuses for our failures is constant and unrelenting.  So we must constantly 
be reminded of our need of repentance and hear again and again that gracious word of forgiveness that is ours 
in Christ Jesus. 
 

 Yet there is another word that we need to hear, as well.  And that is the word spoken to us in our 
baptism – that God has made us His own beloved children.  “You – child of God - have been sealed by the 
Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.”  The wonder of God’s love is that He has given to 
us – as sinful and wayward as we are – such a position and such a promise.  As the Psalmist writes; 
 “What is man that thou art mindful of him, 
 The son of man that thou dost care for him?  
 Yet thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, 
 And dost crown him with glory and honor.” 
 

 In Ephesians Paul tells us to be “imitators of God.”  We might wonder how we can imitate God - the 
very author of creation, the Lord of heaven and earth.  After all, isn’t that what got Adam and Eve into 
trouble in the first place?  Wasn’t the very heart of their sin that desire to “be like God?”  Yet, the imitation 
we are to employ does not come from our own imagination of what it must be like to be the omnipotent, 
almighty Lord of all.  The imitation we are called to practice is the imitation of God as He has been revealed 
to us in Christ Jesus.   
 

Jesus has shown us what it truly means to be a child of God.  It is by following Him around and 
walking in His way that we can become “imitators of God.”  And His way is the way of service and sacrifice, 
of compassion and love.  That is the image of God we have been called to display from the very foundation 
of the world – the image given to us in Christ.  Now, to be sure, like children attempting to follow in their 
parents footsteps, we will still trip and fall, we will still need to be picked up, brushed off, forgiven and set on 
the right path.  But we do so as beloved children, with a loving heavenly Father who does not wish to see any 
of us go astray, but patiently and persistently calls us to Himself through His Holy Spirit again and again.   

 

 “Beloved, we are God’s children now; it does not yet appear what we shall be,  
 but we know that when He appears we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him  
 as He is.”   - I John 3:2  

 

Rev. Marshall E. Hahn, Dean, Iowa Mission District, NALC 

A Word from the Dean 

http://www.iowamissiondistrict.com/


This and That  
from around the Iowa Mission District 

Upcoming Events 
 
 

August  9-12, 2016—Lutheran Week & NALC Convocation in Anaheim, California. 
 
September 17, 2016—Iowa Mission District Convocation at Bethany Lutheran 
Church, Laurens, Iowa. 8 am—Coffee; 9 am—Opening worship.  Keynote speaker:  
The Reverend Doctor Amy Schifrin, President of the North American Lutheran 
Seminary. 

The Sunday school at First Lutheran, St. Ansgar, has 
been raising money for Water Mission for several 
weeks.  A water jug was set out for every $10 earned so 
the kids and members of the congregation could see the 
progress.  To wrap up the project they held a 'water-
walk' during the normal Sunday school time.  They had 
been learning how important it was for people to have 
good, clean water and how this is not possible in many 
places.  The kids (with help/supervision from many 
adults) walked from our parish center to the city park 
with empty water containers.   At the park they filled 
their water containers and then walked back to the 
parish center.  This was done to help the kids realize 
what kids in some third-world countries need to do 
EVERY day to get water for their families.  The path 
they walked to the park varied, depending on the grade 
level of the students, with the younger kids walking less 
than the older kids.  The kids started out very excited 
and with BIG goals - many offering to carry multiple 
containers or large ones.  As they returned to the parish 
center, you could see how they found out that it was not 
as easy as they thought it would be!  The giggles soon 
turned more to groans.  On a positive note....we saw 
many examples of kids working together or 
going back and helping someone struggling 
with their task.  This event was done on a nice, 
cool day and they were able to walk on 
sidewalks and paved roads.  We made sure 
they understood that the kids who have to do 
this daily, probably are doing this when it is 
very hot, dusty, and often over rugged terrain - 
making the task much more difficult.  Over 
$2400 was raised for the mission. 

Barb Meitner 

 



 “Sent aloft on Ascension Thursday”  

Each year Waterloo Ridge 
Lutheran Church sends up 

balloons on Ascension Day.  On 

May 5th the balloon attached to 
the card above ascended from 

Waterloo Ridge to the southeast. 

Four days later, it was found near 
Stanley, IA, around 83 ground 

miles away, in a Lutheran farmer’s 

Bean Planter.  He sent the note to 
the right and the picture below to 

let the congregation know where 

it had come down. 



Biblical, Confessional, Congregational 
Pastor Allen Hermeier 

Waterloo Ridge Lutheran Church 
Dorchester, Iowa 

 In Jaroslav Pelikan’s introduction 
to the English translation of Werner 

Elert’s monumental (and difficult), The 

Structure of Lutheranism, Pelikan writes, 

“One of the earliest English names for a 
‘Lutheran’ was ‘Confessionalist’ because 

the Lutheran Church defined itself in a 
series of confessions but never adopted an 

official liturgy or a uniform polity….”  In 
the same volume Elert quotes Luther in a 
statement we all should identify with, “For 

before the Bread and Baptism the Gospel is the 
sole, the most certain, and the noblest token of 
the Church, since through the Gospel alone it is 

conceived, formed, nourished, begotten, brought 
up, fed, clothed, adorned, strengthened and 
preserved; in short, the whole life and  essence of 
the Church is in the Word of God, as Christ 

says: ‘Man lives by every word that proceeds 

from the mouth of God.’”  (Elert, page 260 

footnote) 

 Thus, the church is created and 
exists by the Word of God.  The structure 

of our church can take different forms 
since no form is dictated in the 
Confessions.  A very important statement 

is made about the church in Article 7 of 
the Augsburg Confession:  “It is also taught 

among us that one holy Christian Church will 
be and remain forever.  This is the assembly of 
all believers among whom the Gospel is 
preached in its purity and the Holy Sacraments 

are administered according to the Gospel.”    

The essence of the church would appear to 

be in the Assembly of Believers where the 
Word and Sacraments are faithfully 
practiced. 

 Saint Paul beautifully describes the 
church in the first six verses of chapter 

four of his letter to the Ephesians.  In 
many places he refers to the church as it 

appears in one or another person’s house 
or in one or another community.  The 

church is the Body of Christ and an 
assembly that exists everywhere the Word 

and Sacraments are faithfully used. 
 Our church is by my definition a 
“confessional congregational” church.  

We are bound together by the Word and 
the Confessions.  When our 

representatives pass a resolution at a 
national assembly, it must be affirmed by 

the congregations before it is in force.  We 
have local autonomy under the rule of the 
Word and Confessions. 

 In the 1850s, as immigrants came 
to Iowa, a newly arrived group gathered 

east of Decorah. This “assembly” wanted 
to become a congregation or several 

congregations.  They sent a “Call Letter” 
to Norway, to a young Pastor name 
Koren.  He came, and congregations were 

formed around the Word and Sacraments.  
Those congregations, and the ones that 

followed, were and are very independent, 
and yet faithful.  As congregations of the 

NALC, we strive for that same 
independence and faithfulness as both the 
Word and the Confessions direct us in 

Mission.  This form of church was a 
frontier necessity and worked long before 

Synods came into being.  Of course, we 
cannot and should not be isolated 

“loners”.  Each congregation is a part of 
the Body called NALC, and a part of the 
whole Christian Church on earth.  We  are 

a church in Mission, we are Biblical, 
Confessional and Congregational. 



Make a Joyful Noise! 
The Hymns We Sing 

 We have entered the season designated 
as the “Sundays after Pentecost”—the time in 

the church year following the celebration of 
the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the 

gathered disciples ten days after Jesus’ 
Ascension.  The Sunday immediately 

following the Day of Pentecost is the 
celebration of the Holy Trinity—Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit.  Earlier Lutheran traditions 

have named the Sundays following Trinity 
Sunday as “Sundays after Trinity”.  This 

longest season of the Church year represents 
the “time of the Church”, the time between 

Jesus’ earthly ministry and His return in glory 
at the end of all the ages.  This is a season 
during which we are led by the Holy Spirit, 

and the color is green—the color of growth. 
 During this season after Penecost our 

selection of hymns is almost limitless, and we 
can enjoy a wide variety of inspirational 

choices for our worship.  As always, the 
hymns are best selected to coordinate with the 
Scripture texts of the day. 

 A hymn from the section on “Christian 
Hope” in the Lutheran Book of Worship is 

“Who Is This Host Arrayed in White” (#314).  
The hymn was written by Hans Adolf 

Brorson, one of Denmark’s greatest 
hymnwriters who was born June 20, 1694.  
Both his father and grandfather were pastors, 

and he studied for the ministry himself, 
entering the University of Copenhagen in 

1712.  He suffered ill health for a number of 
years, but was finally ordained in 1722,  the 

same year he married Cathrine Steenbeck 
Clausen.  Brorson died on June 3, 1764, and 

this hymn is one of seventy that he wrote 
during the last year of his life.  It was 
published in 1765, the year after his death.  

The hymn has been translated into English by 
several translators  since the early 1900s.  The 

translation in The Lutheran  
Book of Worship was done by Gracia Grindal 

with assistance from her father, Harold K. 
Grindal. 
 

Who Is This Host Arrayed in White 
 
1.  Who is this host arrayed in white 
 Like thousand snowclad mountains bright, 
 That stands with palms and sings it psalms 
 Before the throne of light? 
 These are the saints who kept God’s Word; 
 They are the honored of the Lord. 
 He is their prince who drowned their sins, 

 So they were cleansed, restored. 
 They now serve God both day and night; 
 They sing their songs in endless light. 
 Their anthems ring when they all sing 
 With angels shining bright. 

Donations and Correspondence 
 

Checks sent to the Mission District for support should be made out to the Iowa Mission 
District, NALC, and mailed to Pastor Christopher Staley at PO Box 141, St. Ansgar, 
IA  50472-0141.   
 

Correspondence for Pastor Solveig Zamzow, Mission District Secretary, should be sent 
to PO Box 282, Grafton, IA  50440  
 

Items for the Mission District newsletter (pictures, news, etc.) are best sent via e-mail to 

Pastor Barbara Wills at barbaramwills@gmail.com.   

mailto:barbaramwills@gmail.com


Iowa Mission District Leadership 
 

Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean—stolafparish@neitel.net  
Pastor Solveig Zamzow, Secretary—PastorZ@wctatel.net 
Pastor Christopher Staley, Treasurer—cbstaley@netins.net 
 
Executive Council Members: 
Pastor Darryl Landsverk—blcpd@wccta.net 
Pastor Allen Hermeier—handahermeier@mchsi.com 
Pastor Barbara Wills—barbaramwills@gmail.com 
Brent Bruns—bvbruns@neitel.net 
Sheldon Bieri—5somewhere@laurens-ia.com  
Gregory Olson—golson@ruthventel.com  
 
Newsletter Editor:  Pastor Barbara Wills—barbarawills@mchsi.com  

 

Ackley:  Our Saviour’s, Dan Buhs, Lay Minister  

Allison:  New Life, Galen Eiben, Lay Minister 

+Atlantic:  Holy Trinity—Pr. Paul Breddin, Interim 

Avoca:  Trinity, Pr. Eric Meissner 

Badger:  Badger Lutheran, Pr. Scott Meier 

Bode:  St. Olaf Lutheran, Call Process 

Boyden:  St. John, Pr. Dan Hart  

Dorchester:  Waterloo Ridge, Pr. Allen Hermeier 

Eagle Grove:  Evangelical Lutheran, Pr. Jason Cooper 

Eagle Grove:  Samuel Lutheran, Pr.  Rich Taylor 

Ellsworth:  Trinity, Call Process 

Emmons, MN:  Emmons, Pr. Christopher Martin 

Gilmore City:  First, Call Process 

Grafton:  Emmanuel, Pr. Solveig Zamzow 

Gunder:  Marion, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

+Huxley:  Shepherd of the Prairie, Scott Licht, Lay 
Minister  

Laurens:  Bethany, Pr. Jerry Wittmus  

Manchester:  First, Pr. Tony D. Ede 

+Monona, Faith:  Pr. Melvin Harris 

+Northwood:  Peace, Pr. Barbara Wills 

Palmer:  St. John’s,  

Plainfield:  St. John, Pr. Kim Thacker 

Readlyn: St. Matthew, Pr. Mark Lund 

Readlyn:  Zion, Pr. Mark Lund 

+Robins:  Servants of Christ, Pr. Ron Voss 

+Rochester, MN:  Emmanuel,  Pr. David Steffenson 

Ruthven:  Zion, Pr. Thomas Summerfield  

St. Ansgar:  First, Pr. Christopher Staley 

St. Olaf:  Norway, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Sheldon:  St. Paul, Pr. Craig Nissen 

+Sibley:  Faith, Pr. Tim Nappe  

Spencer:  Trinity 
   +Strawberry Pt.:  Mission in Christ, Pr. Gary Burkhalter  

Thor:  Ullensvang, Pr. Darryl Landsverk  

Waterville. Old East Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 

Waukon:  Old West Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 
 

+ indicates mission congregation 

 

The Iowa Mission District 
has 36 congregations! 

The following pastors are available for pulpit supply: 
 
Pastor Gary Burkhalter—815-394-9309 (Sundays) 
Pastor Duane Marburger—563-506-3191 
Pastor Jean Rabary—563-608-2044 
Pastor David Steffenson—253-302-9845 (Sundays) 
Pastor Paul Weeg- -641-381-0675 
 

Congregations of the Iowa Mission District 
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