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Welcome 
  

 We welcome Pastor Steven Bliss and St. Olaf Lutheran Church in Bode, IA, to the Iowa 

Mission District! 

Mission District Council 
 

 The  Iowa Mission District Executive Council will meet April 12.  The Reverend 

Solveig Zamzow (Pastor Z) has graciously agreed to fill the Council position that became 

vacant when the Reverend Doctor Amy Schifrin resigned to accept the call to serve as Director 

of the NALC Seminary.  The Council members and their contact information are on the last 

page of each newsletter.  Please be sure to contact any member of the council with any 

questions or concerns you might have regarding our Mission District.   

 

 

 

Second Annual Pastors’ Retreat 
 

Those who attended the Iowa Mission  

District Pastors’ Retreat last year found 

it to be a time of refreshment, 

encouragement, and spiritual renewal.  

If you weren’t able to get there last 

year, please make the effort this year.  

The cost is picked up by the Mission 

District to make it affordable for all 

pastors.  The dates for this year are 

Monday-Tuesday, April 28-29.  The 

location:  Okiboji Bible Camp.  To 

register, please contact Pastor  

Christopher Staley (cbstaley@netins.net)  

our Mission District Treasurer. 

http://www.lutheransonline.com/iowamissiondistrict/
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 The North American Lutheran Church is:   Christ-Centered,  Mission-Driven, 
Traditionally-Grounded  and  Congregationally-Focused.   We are in existence for one 
reason;  perpetrating the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 To be involved in what Christ is all about,  we must take being  “Mission-Driven” 
very seriously.   Being  “Mission Driven”  is the second part of The North American 
Lutheran Church’s statement of who we are. 
 The Great Commission is our only mission.   We go, taking the Gospel to the ends 
of the earth,  making Disciples committed to Christ,  baptizing in the name of the 
Father, Son  and  Holy Spirit,  teaching people all that Jesus commands,  trusting in 
His constant presence and power. 
 No matter where we travel or live,  on this marvelous creation called earth,  we 
will find people hungering to hear the phenomenal message we have to deliver.   
Whether it is downtown Zap in North Dakota,  Rio De Janeiro in Brazil,  Hong Kong in 
China or New York City in New York,  there are hundreds to thousands of people 
hungering to hear the message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 The freeing message of salvation is for people of every age in every country,  no 
matter what their background is.   Jesus has an invitation for them to find out what he is 
all about.   The amazing part of the Gospel is that it is not rocket science.   In many 
places,  the very young bring people to faith in Jesus Christ just as their parents do.    
 I just had a Benedictine Monk stop in my office.   He told me about being five 
years old,  when a little girl from Badger Lutheran opened the Scriptures to him.   Not 
only does it make me very proud of our church,  and the now young lady who is still a 
member here,  but it tells me that you needn’t be a theologian to teach the Gospel.   The 
little girl could speak his language,  where many adults were not able. 
 How are you involved in mission work?   I suspect many people would say that 
they give money to the church to which they belong,  and the church sends it on.   May I 
note for you that Jesus rarely mentioned the subject of money?  Jesus’ message was to go 
out into the highways and byways and bring people to Him.   He never calls us to pay 
someone else to do what we are to be doing ourselves. 
 Therefore,  I would challenge you to seek opportunities to share the Gospel with 
as many people as you can find.   The people will not be hard to find.   They may be your 
neighbors.   They may be one of your best friends.   They may be someone who is 
homeless.   One of the great promises from Jesus is:   “Do not be anxious how or what 
you are to answer  or  what you are to say;  for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that 
very hour what you ought to say.” 
 The answer of,  “I can’t possibly do it,” simply doesn’t work for Jesus.   First,  as 
He said above,  He will be with you through His Holy Spirit,  every step of the way.   
Secondly,  He would never put you in a situation which He and you can not handle.   
Thirdly,  you may be the perfect person to communicate the Gospel to a person Jesus has 
in mind for you to talk to.   Remember, Jesus knows you better than you do.   He knows 
your capabilities.   He would say, “Just trust me.   You and I will make a marvelous 
team.” 
 May I present a strong invitation to listen to Jesus’ invitation to take His Gospel 
to the places and people He knows you can communicate with.   May I say,  He is 
depending on you. 

Invitation to Serve 

Pastor Darryl Landsverk 

Badger Lutheran Church, Badger IA 



 

Upcoming Events 
 

 
April 28-29, 2014—Second Annual Iowa 
Mission District  Pastors’ Retreat at Okiboji.  
Contact Pastor Christopher Staley at 
cbstaley@netins.net to register. 
 

May 29, 2014—10:30 am—Ascension Day 
service at Our Saviours, Ackley, IA 
   

July 24-25, 2014—NALC Convocation in  
Charleston, SC 
 

August 8-9—Iowa Mission District Conference 
on House Churches.  Pastor Gemechis Buba, 
presenter.  More information will be coming. 
 

October 11, 2014—Iowa Mission District 
Convocation.  Location to be determined. 

The Lutheran 
Confessions 

    

 Last month we looked at the 

Augsburg Confession (28 Articles NOT 

23) in The Book of Concord.  The next 

document in this book of Lutheran 

confessions is the “Apology of the 

Augsburg Confession”.  Does this sound 

confusing?  This document is not 

expressing regret for the Augsburg 

Confession or taking back anything 

written there.  The word “apology” in 

this context means “explanation” or 

“defense”.   

 The Apology of the Augsburg 

Confession was written as a response to 

objections raised by those who opposed 

the reformers.  When the Augsburg 

Confession was presented at the diet 

(not meaning an eating regimen but 

rather a gathering or council) in 1530, 

those loyal to the Roman Catholic 

Church brought objections—a 

refutation headed by the papal legate 

(the Pope’s representative).   

 In response, the emperor, Charles 

V, who had called the council into 

session, ordered the reformers to 

present a reply to the objections .  Most 

of the work on this was entrusted to 

Philip Melanchthon.  It was submitted to 

Charles on September 22, 1530, but was 

refused by the emperor.  Melanchthon 

began his revisions and expanded the 

original document, finishing the work in 

the spring of 1531, and publishing it as a 

private document at that time.  It later 

became an official confession of faith 

when it was signed, along with the 

Augsburg Confession, in 1537, in the 

town of Smalcald.   

 In his preface to the Apology, 

Philip Melanchthon noted:  “Originally 

we undertook the Apology in 

consultation with others, but as it was 

going through the press I added some 

things.  Therefore I am giving my name, 

so no one can complain that the book has 

appeared anonymously.  In these 

controversies I have always made it a 

point to stick as closely as possible to 

traditional doctrinal formulas in order to 

foster the attainment of harmony….  But 

our opponents show by their actions that 

they are after neither truth nor harmony, 

but our blood….  We cannot surrender 

truth that is so clear and necessary for 

the church.  We believe, therefore, that 

we must endure difficulties and dangers 

for the glory of Christ and the good of 

the church….”  
 
 

(Information and excerpts from  Luther’s Small 
Catechism, pp336-337, The Book of Concord,  as 
translated and edited by Theodore G. Tappert. 
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Mission District News 
 

 The Mission District newsletter is an 

important way for the congregations of the 

Iowa Mission District to stay connected.  

We hope you will make use of this 

publication to share news from your 

congregation.  Please e-mail pictures and 

information you would like to share to 

Pastor Barbara Wills at 

barbarawills@mchsi.com.   

 The newsletter may be printed by 

each congregation and distributed to 

members, copied directly into your 

congregational newsletter, and/or forwarded 

to those who have e-mail addresses.  We 

hope the newsletter will be helpful in 

providing mutual support and exchange of 

information among the congregations in our 

mission district.   

Iowa Mission District Leadership 
 

Pastor Ken Kimball, Dean—pastrken@acegroup.cc 

Pastor Marshall Hahn, Secretary—stolafparish@neitel.net  

Pastor Christopher Staley, Treasurer—cbstaley@netins.net 
 

Executive Council Members: 

Pastor Darryl Landsverk—blcpd@wccta.net 

Pastor Barbara Wills—barbarawills@mchsi.com 

Pastor Solveig Zamzow—PastorZ@wctatel.net 

Brent Bruns—bvbruns@neitel.net 

Sheldon Bieri—5somewhere@laurens-ia.com  
Gregory Olson—golson@ruthventel.com  
 

Newsletter Editor:  Pastor Barbara Wills—barbarawills@mchsi.com  

The Iowa Mission  District 

now has 34 congregations! 

Congregations  Relating to the 

Iowa Mission District 
 

+Rochester, MN:  Emmanuel,  Pr. David 
Steffenson 

Congregations of the Iowa Mission District 
 

Ackley:  Our Saviour’s, Pr. Kris Snyder 

+Atlantic:  Holy Trinity—Pr. Paul Breddin, Interim 

Avoca:  Trinity, Pr. Eric Meissner 

Badger:  Badger Lutheran, Pr. Darryl Landsverk 

Bode:  St. Olaf Lutheran, Pr. Steve Bliss 

Boyden:  St. John, Pr. Dan Hart  
  Clarksville:  New Life, Call process 

Dorchester:  Waterloo Ridge, Pr. Allen Hermeier 

Eagle Grove:  Evangelical Lutheran, Pr. Jason Cooper 

Eagle Grove:  Samuel Lutheran, Pr.  Rich Taylor 

Ellsworth:  Trinity, Pr. Christopher Staley 

Emmons, MN:  Emmons, Pr. Christopher Martin 

Gilmore City:  First, Dan Buhs, Pastoral Associate 

Grafton:  Emmanuel, Pr. Solveig Zamzow 

Gunder:  Marion, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

+Huxley:  Shepherd of the Prairie, Scott Licht, Pr. Assoc.  

Laurens:  Bethany, Pr. Jerry Wittmus  

Manchester:  First, Pr. Tony Ede; Pr. Jean Rabary 

+Monona, Faith:  Call process 

+Northwood:  Peace, Pr. Barbara Wills 

Palmer:  St. John’s,  

Plainfield:  St. John, Pr. Kim Thacker 

Readlyn: St. Matthew, Pr. Mark Lund 

Readlyn:  Zion, Pr. Mark Lund 

Ruthven:  Zion, Pr. Thomas Summerfield  

St. Ansgar:  First, Pr. Paul Weeg 

St. Olaf:  Norway, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Sheldon:  St. Paul, Pr. Craig Nissen 

+Sibley:  Faith, Pr. Tim Nappe  

Spencer:  Trinity 
   +Strawberry Pt.:  Mission in Christ, Call process   

Thor:  Ullensvang, Pr. Darryl Landsverk  

Waterville. Old East Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 

Waukon:  Old West Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 
 

+ indicates mission congregation 

Mission District Support 
 

Checks sent to the Mission District for support should 

be made out to the Iowa Mission District, NALC, and 

mailed to Pastor Christopher Staley, PO Box 32, 

Ellsworth, IA  50075-0032.  Correspondence for Pastor 

Marshall Hahn, Mission District Secretary, should be 

sent to PO Box 56, St. Olaf, IA  52072-0057.   

Please note this change in Pastor Hahn’s address. 
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