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IN THE IMAGE OF GOD 
 

“Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.” 
 - Ephesians 5:1 

 

Children are great imitators.  This is something all parents discover, sometimes to their chagrin, when 
they see their children imitating some of our bad habits, or repeating words we didn’t really want them to 
hear.  But it is amusing, and sometimes touching, to see little children acting like adults with their toys, 
following Mom and Dad around in the house and in the yard with their toy brooms or play tools.  For this is 
how children learn best – by watching and doing. 
 
 In our Lutheran teachings we make quite a point of emphasizing that we are “in bondage to sin and 
cannot free ourselves.”  And it is altogether meet and salutary that we should do so.  The temptation to 
downplay our sinfulness and find excuses for our failures is constant and unrelenting.  So we must constantly 
be reminded of our need of repentance and hear again and again that gracious word of forgiveness that is ours 
in Christ Jesus. 
 

 Yet there is another word that we need to hear, as well.  And that is the word spoken to us in our baptism 
– that God has made us His own beloved children.  “You – child of God - have been sealed by the Holy Spirit 
and marked with the cross of Christ forever.”  The wonder of God’s love is that He has given to us – as sinful 
and wayward as we are – such a position and such a promise.  As the Psalmist writes; 
 “What is man that thou art mindful of him, 
 The son of man that thou dost care for him?  
 Yet thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, 
 And dost crown him with glory and honor.” 
 

 In Ephesians Paul tells us to be “imitators of God.”  We might wonder how we can imitate God - the 
very author of creation, the Lord of heaven and earth.  After all, isn’t that what got Adam and Eve into 
trouble in the first place?  Wasn’t the very heart of their sin that desire to “be like God?”  Yet, the imitation 
we are to employ does not come from our own imagination of what it must be like to be the omnipotent, 
almighty Lord of all.  The imitation we are called to practice is the imitation of God as He has been revealed 
to us in Christ Jesus.   
 

Jesus has shown us what it truly means to be a child of God.  It is by following Him around and 
walking in His way that we can become “imitators of God.”  And His way is the way of service and sacrifice, 
of compassion and love.  That is the image of God we have been called to display from the very foundation 
of the world – the image given to us in Christ.  Now, to be sure, like children attempting to follow in their 
parents footsteps, we will still trip and fall, we will still need to be picked up, brushed off, forgiven and set on 
the right path.  But we do so as beloved children, with a loving heavenly Father who does not wish to see any 
of us go astray, but patiently and persistently calls us to Himself through His Holy Spirit again and again.   

 

 “Beloved, we are God’s children now; it does not yet appear what we shall be,  
 but we know that when He appears we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him  
 as He is.”   - I John 3:2  

 

Rev. Marshall E. Hahn, Dean, Iowa Mission District, NALC 

A Word from the Dean 

http://www.iowamissiondistrict.com/


TARKANFI – START WALKING 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 On May 1, the St. Olaf Lutheran Parish – Norway Lutheran at St. Olaf and Marion Lutheran at 
Gunder – held a mission festival to welcome Worknesh Begi, who is the director of the Tarkanfi  
Sustainable Development project in Ethiopia which the congregations of the St. Olaf Lutheran Parish 
have been helping to support since Pastor Hahn visited Ethiopia in 2014.   
 Worknesh is in the United States to meet with those who have been supporting her work and to 
visit her friends among the people of the Ebenezer Oromo church in Minneapolis.  She came with her 
daughter and son-in-law and her friend Lynn, who drove her to Iowa. Since beginning the project in 
2012, “Tarkanfi” (which means “Start Walking” in Oromo) has accomplished a number of things to 
improve the lives of the people with whom they work.  We have contributed to the work through the 
gifts brought to them by Pastor Hahn visited the site of the project on his trip and brought gifts from the 
parish of money, pens for the school, and toothbrushes for the people.  Additional gifts from the St. 
Olaf parish have gone toward purchasing chickens for the women of the village to help them become 
more self-sufficient.  Worknesh’s presentation showed what improvements have taken place since 
Pastor Hahn’s visit and what projects they are working on presently.   
 At the presentation given by Worknesh the parish raised $1,316 to support her in the work she is 
doing.  In addition, we are giving her over 50 Luci Solar Lights that she can take back with her to 
Ethiopia.  These are solar-powered lanterns that fold up to be easily transportable and can be used in the 
homes of the people in the evening so that the children can study and read, the parents can work on 
home-based projects to raise money for the family, and can also be used as a lantern for safety while 
walking in the dark.  You can find out more about Tarkanfi at: http://tarkanfi.org. 
  

Pastor Hahn visiting the school at 
the Tarkanfi project 

Chickens received throught Tarkanfi 

Lynn, Worknesh, her son-in-law, and daughter Worknesh’s presentation at Norway 

http://tarkanfi.org


This and That  
from around the Iowa Mission District 

Groundbreaking Ceremonies At Mission in Christ Lutheran Church 
Strawberry Point, Iowa 

Members and guests of Mission in Christ Lutheran Church gathered on Sunday, May 
22nd for the groundbreaking worship service for their first building.  Pictures viewed 
clockwise:  Mission District Dean , Pastor Marshall Hahn, delivered the message 
following Scripture readings by Lois Cordes and Congregational President/General 
Contractor Chris Schlee.  Pastor of Mission in Christ, Gary Burkhalter, anointed the 
altar space for the new building before the actual groundbreaking took place.  
Following the ceremony Pastors Tony D. Ede, Al Hock and Marshall Hahn enjoyed 
conversation and good food with members of the congregation at a potluck picnic.  
Pastor Burkhalter reported that the weather was fabulous! 

I have set my bow in the 
cloud, and it shall be a sign 
of the covenant between me 
and the earth.   
    (Genesis 
9:13) 
 

On May 28th, Pastor Tony D. 
Ede stood beneath two 
complete rainbows in front of 
First Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Manchester, Iowa. 

Right:  Pastors Marshall Hahn (Iowa Mission District Dean), 
Jerry Wittmus (Pastor of Bethany Lutheran in Laurens) and 
Mark Chavez (General Secretary of the NALC) were all on 
hand to help celebrate Bethany’s 125th anniversary on June 
12th.  As part of Bethany’s year-long celebration, the Mission 
District convocation will be held at Bethany on September 
17th.  More pictures and information about their June 
celebration will be featured in next month’s newsletter. 



Upcoming Events 
 
 

August  9-12, 2016—Lutheran Week & NALC Convocation in Anaheim, California. 
 
September 17, 2016—Iowa Mission District Convocation at Bethany Lutheran 
Church, Laurens, Iowa. 8 am—Coffee; 9 am—Opening worship.  Keynote speaker:  
The Reverend Doctor Amy Schifrin, President of the North American Lutheran 
Seminary. 

“This and That ….”  continued 

The women at Faith Lutheran Church, Monona, Iowa, have been busy making and shipping personal care 
kits and quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  In May they sent 41 quilts and 58 personal care kits to LWR. 

Members of First Lutheran Church in St. Ansgar, Emmanuel Lutheran in Grafton and Peace 
Lutheran in Northwood joined folks from other area churches to participate in a “Feed My Starving 
Children” project in early April.  Several months prior to the food packaging effort special fund 
raising events were held to raise money to purchase the food.  The original hope was to have 640 
volunteers—715 showed up to help!  The goal was to package 100,000 meals—the final count was 
132,191!!  They finally had to stop packing food because they ran out of boxes to pack it in.  The 
packing event took place at St. Peter’s Lutheran (ELCA) in Toterville. 



Who Is in Charge of this Place, Anyhow? 
 

Pastor Solveig Zamzow 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church 

Grafton, Iowa 

The following is adapted from a newsletter article I wrote 
to my parishioners after our last Annual Meeting. 

  

 Days that bring important congregational 
reflections and decisions to the forefront raise an 
interesting question in the minds of many: Who is in 
charge of this place, anyhow? The Pastor, the 
Council, the rank and file membership or all of the 
above?  
 One thing is for sure: pastors are not permanent 
features. They come and go. While our tenures may 
vary in length, pastors are not lasting residents of a 
faith community. Therefore my advice (given and 
ignored hundreds of times): never join or leave a 
congregation because of the current clergy person; 
regrets will abound. Even church staff come and go. 
Of the ten staff members in a congregation I left 
about 15 years ago, only two remain; the other eight 
are new and some of the positions have been vacant 
and filled several times over.  
 But, of course, members also come and go. We 
get old and die, babies are born, folks move to 
different communities to follow a job, further their 
education or get married. Sometimes church members 
believe a ‘new flavor’ of religious life is needed to 
spark a deeper faith. And, of course, then we look at 
discontent with each other and the consequences such 
has on a congregation’s life. 
 In the midst of natural and not so natural 
transitions, it is fair to wonder who is ‘in charge’. We 
shall state the obvious: there are certain tasks that are 
indeed wisely assigned to certain people and 
positions.  
 In our Lutheran tradition, pastors are clearly ‘in 
charge’ of what is called Word and Sacrament 
Ministry. That is our Call, internal and external. It is 
not the decision as to what color the new carpet ought 
to be or what kind of ice melt we shall throw on the 
sidewalk, but rather it is matters of faith connected to 
and drawn from the Word of God, that are at the heart 
of our ministry and tasks.  
 Likewise, staff members of a parish have 
particular tasks.  Depending on the position, they are 
responsible to a greater or lesser degree in their area 
of work and expertise and ‘in charge’ based on 
particular agreements.  
 Then we have the responsibilities of a Council – 
the governing body of a faith community. The 
Council has its particular duties clearly defined by the 
Constitution. In many cases, ‘the buck stops’ with the 

Council. And yet, in certain areas of congregational 
life, the entire membership is ‘in charge’ - Annual 
Meetings give evidence of such. While the Council 
painstakingly and for hours hovers over the budget, it 
is the congregation in assembly that decides to accept, 
reject or adjust it. It is the congregation in a special 
meeting only that can call a new pastor, acquire or 
dispose of real estate, amend governing documents or 
establish/discontinue a relationship with a church 
body.   
 Well, if you and I are ‘in charge’ of certain 
aspects of our life together, who is in charge of the 
congregation, our ministry and mission, in its 
entirety? It is not any one of us but….Jesus. Yes, we 
are the Body of Christ and Jesus is our head, our 
leader, our final authority, the One who holds us 
together; Jesus is ‘in charge’ and all of us are wise to 
remember that carefully.   
 As members of the Body of Christ we belong to 
Jesus, we are the community that bears his name and 
we follow him in all that we do…or so we pray. Our 
final concern grows out of that understanding: what is 
Jesus asking of us based on who he is, what he did 
and continues to do for us? For we confess in faith 
that Jesus Christ is the Logos, the Word of God 
incarnate, through whom everything was made and 
through whom God fashions a new creation. As we 
read in the first chapter of Colossians: Jesus is the 
head of the body, the church, and he is the beginning, 
the firstborn from the dead, so that he himself will 
come to have first place in everything.  
 It is certainly highly appropriate and necessary to 
consider the feelings and thoughts of our neighbor as 
we live and worship together. To be mindful of others 
is imperative! To be kind and friendly ought to be a 
hallmark of our gatherings! Respect for each other in 
the positions to which we are called, elected or chosen 
should never be set aside; albeit, we may not always 
agree. Yet, surely, we shall stop, think, ask and 
discuss before we simply ‘take charge’. We pray that 
our thoughtfulness toward each other will deepen as 
the days go by.  
 Yet, our present and future will only be bright 
and joyful if we keep our hearts, eyes and ears 
ultimately directed toward Jesus. We will be very 
busy doing the jobs we have, improving on all we do 
while encouraging others to rejoice in their ministry 
roles. As for everything else: Jesus will be in charge.  



Make a Joyful Noise! 
The Hymns We Sing 

 During the past few months, we’ve looked 
at hymns that reflect the particular focus of the 

various seasons of the church year.  But our 
worship is not only defined by the seasons of 

the year, but also by the times of day.  
Throughout the history of the Church—and in 

the Jewish tradition in which Jesus was 
raised—people have gathered for worship at 
certain points in the day.  In the morning one 

gives thanks to the Lord for His protection 
during the night and prays for guidance and 

care for the day ahead.  (Luther’s “Morning 
Prayer” reflects both these concerns, and the 

LBW Morning worship—Matins—on page 
131, is often used in a congregational setting 
on weekday mornings.)  A brief Responsive 

prayer service (#1 on page 161 for mornings 
and #2 on page 164 for other times and 

occasions) may be used personally or in a 
group to take a “time out” of our busy 

schedules to give God the attention and praise 
He deserves at all times.  And for evenings 
there are Vespers (page 142); for nights/bed 

time Compline (p. 154).  Luther’s “Evening 
Prayer” also may be used just before sleep to 

thank the Lord for His care and guidance 
through the day and to ask forgiveness for our 

sins and protection through our hours of sleep. 
 The hymns of the Church also reflect 
these daily times of worship and praise.  One 

beautiful morning hymn, “Father, We Praise 
You” (#267 in the LBW) is very ancient.  

Although it’s author is uncertain, it has been 
attributed to Gregory I (the Great) who was 

born around 540.  Well education and son of a 
patrician Roman family, he served as a member 

of the Roman senate before his father’s death—
sometime between 570 and 575.  At that time he 
became a Benedictine monk, and around 575 

established six monasteries, even turning his 
family home in Sicily into a monastery.  

Gregory became pope in 590, and died ion 
March 12, 604.  He considered himself the 

“Servant of the Church’s servants”. 
 

Father, We Praise You 
 

Father, we praise you, now the night is over, 
Active and watchful, standing now before you; 
Singing, we offer prayer and meditation; 
Thus we adore you. 
 

Monarch of all things, fit us for your mansions; 
Banish our weakness, health and wholeness sending; 
Bring us to heaven, where your saints united 
Joy without ending. 
 

All holy Father, Son, and equal Spirit, 
Trinity blessed, send us your salvation; 
Yours is the glory, gleaming and resounding 
Through all creation. 

Donations and Correspondence 
 

Checks sent to the Mission District for support should be made out to the Iowa Mission 
District, NALC, and mailed to Pastor Christopher Staley at PO Box 141, St. Ansgar, 
IA  50472-0141.   
 

Correspondence for Pastor Solveig Zamzow, Mission District Secretary, should be sent 
to PO Box 282, Grafton, IA  50440  
 

Items for the Mission District newsletter (pictures, news, etc.) are best sent via e-mail to 

Pastor Barbara Wills at barbaramwills@gmail.com.   

mailto:barbaramwills@gmail.com


Iowa Mission District Leadership 
 

Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean—stolafparish@neitel.net  
Pastor Solveig Zamzow, Secretary—PastorZ@wctatel.net 
Pastor Christopher Staley, Treasurer—cbstaley@netins.net 
 
Executive Council Members: 
Pastor Darryl Landsverk—blcpd@wccta.net 
Pastor Allen Hermeier—handahermeier@mchsi.com 
Pastor Barbara Wills—barbaramwills@gmail.com 
Brent Bruns—bvbruns@neitel.net 
Sheldon Bieri—5somewhere@laurens-ia.com  
Gregory Olson—golson@ruthventel.com  
 
Newsletter Editor:  Pastor Barbara Wills—barbarawills@mchsi.com  

 

Ackley:  Our Saviour’s, Dan Buhs, Lay Minister  

Allison:  New Life, Galen Eiben, Lay Minister 

+Atlantic:  Holy Trinity—Pr. Paul Breddin, Interim 

Avoca:  Trinity, Pr. Eric Meissner 

Badger:  Badger Lutheran, Pr. Scott Meier 

Bode:  St. Olaf Lutheran, Call Process 

Boyden:  St. John, Pr. Dan Hart  

Dorchester:  Waterloo Ridge, Pr. Allen Hermeier 

Eagle Grove:  Evangelical Lutheran, Pr. Jason Cooper 

Eagle Grove:  Samuel Lutheran, Pr.  Rich Taylor 

Ellsworth:  Trinity, Call Process 

Emmons, MN:  Emmons, Pr. Christopher Martin 

Gilmore City:  First, Call Process 

Grafton:  Emmanuel, Pr. Solveig Zamzow 

Gunder:  Marion, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

+Huxley:  Shepherd of the Prairie, Scott Licht, Lay 
Minister  

Laurens:  Bethany, Pr. Jerry Wittmus  

Manchester:  First, Pr. Tony D. Ede 

+Monona, Faith:  Pr. Melvin Harris 

+Northwood:  Peace, Pr. Barbara Wills 

Palmer:  St. John’s,  

Plainfield:  St. John, Pr. Kim Thacker 

Readlyn: St. Matthew, Pr. Mark Lund 

Readlyn:  Zion, Pr. Mark Lund 

+Robins:  Servants of Christ, Pr. Ron Voss 

+Rochester, MN:  Emmanuel,  Pr. David Steffenson 

Ruthven:  Zion, Pr. Thomas Summerfield  

St. Ansgar:  First, Pr. Christopher Staley 

St. Olaf:  Norway, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Sheldon:  St. Paul, Pr. Craig Nissen 

+Sibley:  Faith, Pr. Tim Nappe  

Spencer:  Trinity 
   +Strawberry Pt.:  Mission in Christ, Pr. Gary Burkhalter  

Thor:  Ullensvang, Pr. Darryl Landsverk  

Waterville. Old East Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 

Waukon:  Old West Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 
 

+ indicates mission congregation 

 

The Iowa Mission District 
has 36 congregations! 

The following pastors are available for pulpit supply: 
 
Pastor Gary Burkhalter—815-394-9309 (Sundays) 
Pastor Duane Marburger—563-506-3191 
Pastor Jean Rabary—563-608-2044 
Pastor David Steffenson—253-302-9845 (Sundays) 
Pastor Paul Weeg- -641-381-0675 
 

Congregations of the Iowa Mission District 
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