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NALC Leaders Are 

Mission-Driven 

Above:  Bishop John Bradosky, and Pastors David Wendel, Mark Chavez, and Gemechis Buba (right) meet with 

Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY) leaders in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia , during their recent 

trip to Ethiopia and  Tanzania.  The NALC has a full Communion relationship with the EECMY.  At our last 

Convocation we passed  a “Memorandum of Understanding” with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Tanzania (ELCT) which could lead eventually lead to a full Communion relationship with them, as well. 

Left:  A visit to the 

Junior Seminary of 

the ELCTZ in 

Morogoro, 

Tanzania.  (This is 

the seminary Pastor 

Herb Hafermann 

helped to build.) 
 

Right:  A new 

church being built 

by the Maasai. 

near Kitumbeine,   

Tanzania.  
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 Last month, Pastor Barbara Wills in her article on Mission Driven 

Ministry, clearly laid out the Biblical imperative of followers of Jesus the Messiah 

living out The Great Commission. The NALC from the very beginning has been 

focused on building each congregation into a Discipling Community. That is our 

commission. It is our Divinely given mission.  

 Our Lord’s command of going and making disciples is the way that He started the church. Jesus 

started with 12, lost Judas, and eventually added Saul whose name became Paul. After their encounter with 

our risen Lord they each gathered several together and discipled them. Those new disciples then gathered 

several others, and in like manner over time, much of the Roman world was busy adding disciples. These 

followers of Jesus Christ saw Him working in their lives, they listened to His Word, and they prayed for His 

guidance. Through this they grew in faith, in understanding and in obedience to His will. Lives were 

transformed as they initiated faith conversations with people they met, lived next to, or worked with. They 

also shared the blessings by equipping others with the ministry skills they had received from other disciples 

they had come to know. The whole process was and still is a Christ-centered desire to share the greatest gift of 

all with those who are around us. It is living life with a mission, His mission, serving in His name, using the 

time, talents and resources He has given us to do ministry in His name. 

 The building up, the following, the growing, the equipping, and the serving never end! Disciples 

just keep discipling along, affecting and effecting mission and ministry through the priesthood of all 

believers. A priest is one who goes to the Lord Jesus Christ for others AND goes to others for the Lord 

Jesus Christ. Going to others for Him is our Mission and our calling. In fact, history clearly shows how 

time and again the essential work of the priesthood of believers discipling others has been abandoned. 

Then, instead of individual believers passing on the faith person to person, it gets institutionalized and 

delegated to those considered to be professionals. Every time that happens the church dies off. The positive 

thing to note is that history also shows us that life-transforming revival of the faith and the growth of the 

true Christian Church has been through the Holy Spirit calling, gathering and enlightening faithful 

disciples. They then go forth empowered with His Spirit, discipling other disciples. 

 As a participant in the NALC’s Discipleship Initiative I have had the opportunity to be introduced to 

some very helpful materials. Bill Mowry’s book entitled “The Ways of the Alongsider”(NAVPRESS) is an 

awesome resource. After having briefly looked through this, I attended an interdenominational ministerial 

meeting where the discussion was about one pastor’s proposal for gearing up the local people for attending a 

$30 a plate dinner to which would be invited a well known evangelistic speaker in hopes that maybe some 

non-Christians might show up for the meal and might be touched by something this $5000 per night speaker 

might say. I sat there thinking that the money would be much better spent buying 500 copies of “The Ways 

of the Alongsider” and encouraging those who already love and believe in Jesus as the Messiah to learn 

firsthand how walking alongside friends, family and neighbors offers many ways of initiating life changing 

faith conversations. Learning how to be an amateur (Latin word for “lover”) with a mission that transforms 

not only the lives of the “amateur” but also the lives of those they spend time with throughout their lives 

offers far more nourishment than a $30 meal with a speaker.  

 When George Barna did a survey, he found that 9 out of 10 adults described themselves as 

Christians. However not one of the adults they interviewed said that their goal in life was to be a disciple or 

to make disciples. Jesus was an “amateur”! He was a lover of the people he walked beside. When he 

ascended to the Father, he passed on His mission to all those who love Him. It is His mission that gives life, 

vitality, and enthusiasm to His people and His Church. Our mission in this life of faith has been passed on to 

us by an “amateur.” “Come! Follow Me!” He says, but in the same breath he adds, “ Go Make Disciples...... 

teaching them all I have commanded you!” “And Lo, I am with you always - to the close of the age.” 

 This age isn’t over yet, so until He comes again, His disciples will be living The Life Of Faith With 

His Mission! 

Living The Life Of Faith With His Mission! 

Pastor Daniel Hart 

St. John’s Lutheran, Boyden, IA 



Upcoming Events 
 

April 28-29, 2014—Second Annual Iowa Mission 
District  Pastors’ Retreat at Okiboji.  Contact 
Pastor Christopher Staley at cbstaley@netins.net 
to register. 
   

July 24-25, 2014—NALC Convocation in  
Charleston, SC 
 

October 11, 2014—Iowa Mission District 
Convocation.  Location to be determined. 

The Lutheran Confessions 
    

 Last month we were 

introduced to The Book of 

Concord, which contains the 

various documents known as “the 

Lutheran confessions”.  This month we will 

look at the first  “Chapter” in The Book of 

Concord, which contains three documents,:  

“The Three Chief Symbols”.  Interestingly, 

these three symbols are the ancient Creeds 

of the Church, used by the Roman Catholic 

Church before the Reformation, and in use 

by most Christian church bodies even today.  

Thus, there is nothing uniquely “Lutheran” 

about them.  They are the Creeds that lay 

out in abbreviated form the basic beliefs of 

Christianity, and particularly the Trinitarian 

understanding of God as Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit. 

 The oldest of the three Creeds is the 

Apostles’ Creed.  The basic form currently in 

use dates from the 8th century, but it’s roots 

go back through several revisions of 

previous creedal statements to the earliest 

days of the Church.  Although not written 

by the Apostles’ themselves, we find some of 

the “root forms” of the Creed in the New 

Testament. 

 The Nicene Creed dates from AD 325 

when the Council of Nicaea rejected the 

teachings of Arius (a Libyan priest who 

opposed the Trinitarian understanding of 

God, and taught that Christ and the Holy 

Spirit were subordinate to—not equal to– 

God the Father).  It has undergone some 

minor changes, particularly in 381 at the 

Council of Constantinople.  The Creed was 

reaffirmed in 451 at the Council of 

Chalcedon.  

 The longest of the “Three Chief 

Symbols” is the Athanasian Creed, which is 

Mission District Support 
 

Checks sent to the Mission District for support should be made 

out to the Iowa Mission District, NALC, and mailed to Pastor 

Christopher Staley, PO Box 32, Ellsworth, IA  50075-0032.  

Correspondence should be sent to Pastor Marshall Hahn, 

Mission District Secretary, at PO Box 57, St. Olaf, IA  52072-

0057. 

of uncertain origin and NOT written by 

Athanasius, the great theologian of the 4th 

century.  While it was once believed to have 

been written in the 4th century, modern 

theologians believe it was most likely written  

in the 5th or 6th century. 

 One or another of these Creeds are 

cited in the various writings of the 

Reformation theologians throughout the 

documents in The Book of Concord.   Martin 

Luther , Philip Melancthon, and others 

wanted to affirm that Lutheran teaching was 

not  made up of strange, new doctrines but 

was rooted deeply in the teachings of the 

ancient Church.  Luther’s objective was to 

reform the Church and restore the ancient 

teachings, and was based on Holy Scripture 

and other early Christian writings.  These 

three Creeds were important documents in 

his efforts to do that. 

 
 

(Information and excerpts from  Luther’s Small Catechism, 
pp336-337, The Book of Concord,  as translated and edited 
by Theodore G. Tappert. 
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Mission District News 
 

 The Mission District 

newsletter is an important way for the 

congregations of the Iowa Mission 

District to stay connected.  We hope 

you will make use of this publication 

to share news from your 

congregation.  Please e-mail 

pictures and information you would 

like to share to Pastor Barbara Wills 

at barbarawills@mchsi.com.   

 The newsletter may be printed 

by each congregation and distributed 

to members, copied directly into your 

congregational newsletter, and/or 

forwarded to those who have e-mail 

addresses.  We hope the newsletter 

will be helpful in providing mutual 

support and exchange of information 

among the congregations in our 

mission district.   

Iowa Mission District Leadership 
 

Pastor Ken Kimball, Dean—pastrken@acegroup.cc 

Pastor Marshall Hahn, Secretary—stolafparish@neitel.net  

Pastor Christopher Staley, Treasurer—cbstaley@netins.net 
 

Executive Council Members: 

Pastor Darryl Landsverk—blcpd@wccta.net 

Pastor Barbara Wills—barbarawills@mchsi.com 

Brent Bruns—bvbruns@neitel.net 

Sheldon Bieri—5somewhere@laurens-ia.com  
Gregory Olson—golson@ruthventel.com  
 

Newsletter Editor:  Pastor Barbara Wills—barbarawills@mchsi.com  

The Iowa Mission  District 

now has 33 congregations! 

Congregations  Relating to the 

Iowa Mission District 
 

+Rochester, MN:  Emmanuel,  Pr. David 
Steffenson 

Congregations of the Iowa Mission District 
 

Ackley:  Our Saviour’s, Pr. Kris Snyder 

+Atlantic:  Holy Trinity—Pr. Paul Breddin, Interim 

Avoca:  Trinity, Pr. Eric Meissner 

Badger:  Badger Lutheran, Pr. Darryl Landsverk 

Boyden:  St. John, Pr. Dan Hart  
  Clarksville:  New Life, Call process 

Dorchester:  Waterloo Ridge, Pr. Allen Hermeier 

Eagle Grove:  Evangelical Lutheran, Pr. Jason Cooper 

Eagle Grove:  Samuel Lutheran, Pr.  Rich Taylor 

Ellsworth:  Trinity, Pr. Christopher Staley 

Emmons, MN:  Emmons, Pr. Christopher Martin 

Gilmore City:  First, Dan Buhs, Pastoral Associate 

Grafton:  Emmanuel, Pr. Solveig Zamzow 

Gunder:  Marion, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

+Huxley:  Shepherd of the Prairie, Scott Licht, Pr. Assoc.  

Laurens:  Bethany, Pr. Jerry Wittmus  

Manchester:  First, Pr. Tony Ede; Pr. Jean Rabary 

+Monona, Faith:  Call process 

+Northwood:  Peace, Pr. Barbara Wills 

Palmer:  St. John’s,  

Plainfield:  St. John, Pr. Kim Thacker 

Readlyn: St. Matthew, Pr. Mark Lund 

Readlyn:  Zion, Pr. Mark Lund 

Ruthven:  Zion, Pr. Thomas Summerfield  

St. Ansgar:  First, Pr. Paul Weeg 

St. Olaf:  Norway, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Sheldon:  St. Paul, Pr. Craig Nissen 

+Sibley:  Faith, Pr. Tim Nappe  

Spencer:  Trinity 
   +Strawberry Pt.:  Mission in Christ, Call process   

Thor:  Ullensvang, Pr. Darryl Landsverk  

Waterville. Old East Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 

Waukon:  Old West Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 
 

+ indicates mission congregation 
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