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LITTLE LOWER THAN THE ANGELS 
 

“Woe to him who strives with his Maker, an earthly vessel with the potter! 
Does the clay say to him who fashions it, “What are you making”? or  
“Your work has no handle”?       - Isaiah 45:9 

 
 Ever since the serpent said to Eve in the Garden, “Did God say…?” we have been tempted to call into 
question God’s sovereign will over our lives.  Ever since the tempter promised “You shall be like God, 
knowing good and evil” we have been drawn to say to God, “Not thy will, but mine be done.” 
 The story of Adam and Eve’s disobedience in Genesis 3 is traditionally termed “The Fall of Man”.  Yet 
this act of primal disobedience is not so much a ‘fall’ as it is a ‘rebellion’.  Adam and Eve seek to dethrone 
God and place themselves in His place – to be their own ‘gods’.  This is the root of all temptation and sin – 
the denial of God’s authority and will in our lives and the desire to be an authority unto ourselves – to be 
‘like god’. 
 Our modern world has embraced this desire with a vengeance.  With each new discovery in science and 
medicine, with each new advance in our understanding of the world around and within us, there is the 
accompanying temptation to consider ourselves the masters of all that is.  With each new success in our 
attempts to manipulate the created things of this world, there is the temptation to see ourselves not as 
creature, but creator.  For years we have seen this temptation at work in our relationship to the environment, 
where we have often been the exploiters of nature rather than the caretakers. 
 Today, we are encouraged to follow this temptation even with respect to our own human nature.  Even 
our identity as male and female is asserted to be something that is a construct of human origin, which can be 
altered by our own imagination and declaration.  The modern politics of transgenderism may seem to have 
arisen out of nowhere, but it is really part and parcel of that original temptation to be self-creating ‘gods’. 
 Recently, a group of Christian theologians have sought to address the modern version of this age-old 
temptation in a public statement of Christian teaching they have termed the Salzburg Declaration.  A copy of 
this statement was published on the June NALC Newsletter at http://thenalc.org/statements-and-letters/
#salzburg.  Bishop John Bradosky and Emeritus Bishop Paull Spring have each endorsed this statement and 
recommended it for study within the NALC.   
 The statement’s primary author is the German Lutheran scholar, Rev. Dr. Werner Neuer.  The inspiration 
for its development came from an address given to the German parliament in 2011 by the former pontiff, 
Benedict XVI.  In this speech Benedict called for an “ecology of man”, saying: 

“Man too has a nature that he must respect and that he cannot manipulate at will. Man is not merely 
self-creating freedom. Man does not create himself.  He is intellect and will, but he is also nature, and 
his will is rightly ordered if he respects his nature, listens to it and accepts himself for who he is, as 
one who did not create himself.” 

 To be sure, the accomplishments of human ingenuity over the last hundred years have been nothing short 
of amazing.  Yet, for the Psalmist, even the exaltation of humanity as being “little lower than the angels” is 
not cause for prideful arrogance, but it is an occasion, once again, to offer praise to God.   
 “O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is thy name in all the earth!”  
 

Rev. Marshall E. Hahn, Dean, Iowa Mission District, NALC 

A Word from the Dean 
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North American Lutheran Church 2016 Convocation 
Anaheim, California 

Above, Pastor Amy Schifrin, President 
of the North American Lutheran 
Seminary, and former pastor at Faith 
Lutheran, Monona, and Mission in 
Christ Lutheran in Strawberry Point, 
introduces a .speaker at the theological 
conference. 

Right:  Pastor Mark 
Chavez, General 
Secretary of the NALC, 
introduces mission 
partners of the NALC.  
Pastor Dan Hart, second 
from left, stood in for 
Pastor David Lerseth of 
the Friends of 
Madegascar Mission. 
who had to leave the 
convocation early. 

Left, our Dean, Pastor Marshall 
Hahn, addresses members of the 
Iowa Mission District on 
Wednesday evening during the 
break-out sessions for individual 
mission districts.  The discussion 
centered around  building blocks of 
mission as it relates to  individual 
congregations and mission districts 
in regard to what we have done, 
haven't done, should do, want to do, 
etc.  

Left, Pastor Tony 
D. Ede, pastor at 
First Lutheran in 
Manchester, was 
the main audio/
video technician at 
the Convocation.  
He recorded all the 
events in the main 
conference hall, set 
up speakers, 
screens, projectors, 
and microphones, 
and had all the 
slides and videos 
ready to go when 
needed. 

Right: Two pastors 
from the Iowa 
Mission District 
were elected to 
positions of 
leadership at the 
2016 NALC 
Convocation in 
Anaheim, 
California.  Pastor 
Ken Kimball (left), 
former Dean of the 
Iowa Mission 
District, was elected 
to the NALC 
Executive Council.  
Pastor David 
Schafer (right), was 
elected to the Court 
of Adjudication. 



This and That  
from around the Iowa Mission District 

Upcoming Events 
 

September 17, 2016—Iowa Mission District Convocation at Bethany Lutheran Church, 
Laurens, Iowa. 8 am—Coffee; 9 am—Opening worship.  Keynote speaker:  The Reverend 
Doctor Amy Schifrin, President of the North American Lutheran Seminary.  There is no 
registration fee, but registration is appreciated. 
August 2017—NALC Convocation in Nashville, Tennessee. 

July was a busy month for members of Peace 
Lutheran in Northwood.  On July 4th several 
members rode in the annual parade—an 
occasion for evangelism.  On the afternoon of 
the 27th, members enjoyed fellowship and the 
beauty of creation with tours of local gardens 
and a potluck in the “Wills’ Quonset”. 

Above:  Faith Lutheran Women, Monona Iowa: Lap quilts for the following: 
Veteran's hospital (Iowa City), Veterans Helping Veterans organization, 
Department of Human Services (Foster Children).   Right:  Trivent Community 
Action : Ron Gruber -speaker, Mr. Gruber spoke about his life growing up in an 
abusive family, which led him down a path of violence, prison etc., but he has 
turned his life around and given it to Christ. He is now doing prison ministry 
along with youth, and college ministry as well. Mr. Gruber story is part of a book 
called "The Sons of Grace"  



Congregationally Focused 
 

Pastor Christopher Martin 
Emmons Lutheran Church 

Emmons, Minnesota 

In the past, I’ve had the opportunity to write to 
you, my fellow pastors and congregations of 
our Iowa Mission District, about what it 
means to be Christ Centered, Mission Driven, 
and Traditionally Grounded in our ministries.  
This month, I’m asked to write to you about 
what it means to be Congregationally Focused 
disciples of Jesus Christ in the North 
American Lutheran Church, and within our 
Iowa Mission District.  As I’ve been thinking 
about this core value of our church body, I 
couldn’t help but think about how, at least 
from my perspective, you can’t talk about it 
without including the other three. 
 
At the end of Luke’s Gospel, just as Jesus is 
about to ascend into heaven, He tells His 
disciples that “repentance and forgiveness of 
sins should be proclaimed in (Jesus’) name to 
all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  You 
are witnesses of these things.  And behold, I 
am sending the promise of my Father upon 
you.  But stay in the city until you are clothed 
with power from on high.”  (Luke 24:47-49) 
And, as the book of Acts begins, prior to the 
day of Pentecost, and again immediately after 
the arrival of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2, what is 
the church, the disciples of Jesus who are 
charged with sharing the live-giving Gospel to 
the world, doing?  They are together in one 
place.  They gather around the Word and the 
Sacrament.  They spend time in prayer 
together.  As a small, yet growing 
congregation, they gather around the Means of 
Grace, and are equipped for the work of 
ministry they will carry out to the places that 
the Spirit will lead them.  What a blessing 
Jesus has given them by giving them the gift 
of each other’s fellowship, love, and support 
in living out their lives of discipleship! 
 
Likewise today, when we consider what it 
means to be a “Congregationally Focused” 
church body in the NALC, what a blessing our 

Savior still gives to each of us in the gift of 
our local congregations! Where would we be 
as individual Christians if the work of being 
Christ-Centered, Mission Driven, 
Traditionally Grounded disciples of our Lord 
were simply up to us on our own, or up to 
someone thousands of miles away, removed 
from the joys and struggles of our everyday 
life in the places where we live and work?  
We wouldn’t get very far.  Instead, as we seek 
to live out the other three core values in our 
lives and ministries, God has given you the 
gift of your local congregation, like-minded 
disciples of Jesus Christ to walk alongside of 
you, to pray for and with you, to serve with, 
and to build each other up in faith around the 
means of Word and Sacrament.  Truth be told, 
if we didn’t have our local congregations, we 
wouldn’t have a North American Lutheran 
Church, or an Iowa Mission District, because 
the work that we do together as a Mission 
District and as a Church Body would be 
impossible!  Yet together, through the Word 
and Sacraments, we are, through the power of 
the Holy Spirit, enabled to be Jesus’ witnesses 
in our homes, in our schools, in our places of 
work, in our local congregations, and 
throughout the world.   
 
My personal prayer for each of our 36 
congregations in our Iowa Mission District, 
and for each and every one of you 
individually, is that as you seek to be a Christ-
Centered, Mission-Driven, Traditionally-
Grounded, and Congregationally Focused in 
your life of following Jesus, you give thanks 
for your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ 
in your local congregation, that you would be 
richly and daily fed through Word and 
Sacrament ministry in your life together, and 
that, through the power of the Holy Spirit, our 
Lord will use each one of you to make more 
disciples in our Mission District and beyond.   



Make a Joyful Noise! 
The Hymns We Sing 

 When evening approaches, we turn our 
thoughts to the Lord, as we do in the morning and 
at various times throughout the day.  Perhaps we 
pray Luther’s evening prayer:  “I give thanks to you, 
my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, 
that you have graciously protected me today, and I ask 
you to forgive me all my sins, where I have done wrong, 
and graciously to protect me tonight.  For into your 
hands I commend myself: my body, my soul, and all that 
is mine.  Let your holy angel be with me, so that the 

wicked foe may have no power over me.  Amen.”  (from 

“Luther’s Small Catechism”, Augsburg Fortress, 
2001)  We may participate in a service of Vespers 
or Compline from the Lutheran Book of Worship, 
or read a comforting Psalm—perhaps 121 or 139—

as we prepare for a night of restful sleep. 
 There are several evening hymns that remind 
us of our heavenly Father’s unfailing love and 
protection.  Just as parents may sing a lullaby to 
their small children to sooth them into sleep, we 
may find comfort in singing or reading the words 
of one or more of the evening hymns (#s 272-282 
in the LBW) or hymns of comfort and rest (listed 
on page 933) before we go to bed. 
 A beautiful evening hymn that may not be 
familiar to many people is #278, “All Praise to 
Thee, My God, This Night”.  It was written by 
Thomas Ken, who was born in Little 
Berkhampstead, Hertfordshire, England in July of 
1637.  When he was nine both his parents died, 
and he went to live with his brother-in-law, Izaak 
Walton.  He was well educated and was ordained 

to the ministry in 1662, and served in a number of 
prestigious positions during his years of ministry.  
He was dismissed from one for speaking out against 
a case of immorality at Court, and was imprisoned 
for a time for refusing to subscribe to the 
“Declaration of Indulgence” during the reign of 
James II.  He died on March 19, 1711 at Longleat, 
Wiltshire. 
 

All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night 
 

All praise to thee, my God, this night 
For all the blessings of the light. 
Keep me, oh, keep me, King of kings, 
Beneath thine own almighty wings. 
 

Forgive me, Lord, for thy dear Son, 
The ill that I thins day have done; 
That with the world, myself, and thee, 
I, ere I sleep, at peace may be. 
 

Teach me to live, that I may dread 
The grave as little as my bed. 
Teach me to die, that so I may 
Rise glorious at the awesome day. 
 

Oh, may my soul in thee repose, 
And may sweet sleep mine eyelids close, 
Sleep that shall me more vig’rous make 
To serve my God when I awake! 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Donations and Correspondence 
 

Checks sent to the Mission District for support should be made out to the Iowa Mission 
District, NALC, and mailed to Pastor Christopher Staley at PO Box 141, St. Ansgar, 
IA  50472-0141.   
 

Correspondence for Pastor Solveig Zamzow, Mission District Secretary, should be sent 
to PO Box 282, Grafton, IA  50440  
 

Items for the Mission District newsletter (pictures, news, etc.) are best sent via e-mail to 

Pastor Barbara Wills at barbaramwills@gmail.com.   

mailto:barbaramwills@gmail.com


Iowa Mission District Leadership 
 

Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean—stolafparish@neitel.net  
Pastor Solveig Zamzow, Secretary—PastorZ@wctatel.net 
Pastor Christopher Staley, Treasurer—cbstaley@netins.net 
 
Executive Council Members: 
Pastor Darryl Landsverk—blcpd@wccta.net 
Pastor Allen Hermeier—handahermeier@mchsi.com 
Pastor Barbara Wills—barbaramwills@gmail.com 
Brent Bruns—bvbruns@neitel.net 
Sheldon Bieri—5somewhere@laurens-ia.com  
Gregory Olson—golson@ruthventel.com  
 
Newsletter Editor:  Pastor Barbara Wills—barbarawills@mchsi.com  

 

Ackley:  Our Saviour’s, Dan Buhs, Lay Minister  

Allison:  New Life, Galen Eiben, Lay Minister 

+Atlantic:  Holy Trinity—Call Process 

Avoca:  Trinity, Pr. Eric Meissner 

Badger:  Badger Lutheran, Pr. Scott Meier 

Bode:  St. Olaf Lutheran, Call Process 

Boyden:  St. John, Pr. Dan Hart  

Dorchester:  Waterloo Ridge, Pr. Allen Hermeier 

Eagle Grove:  Evangelical Lutheran, Pr. Jason Cooper 

Eagle Grove:  Samuel Lutheran, Pr.  Rich Taylor 

Ellsworth:  Trinity,  Pastor Jon Rollefson  

Emmons, MN:  Emmons, Pr. Christopher Martin 

Gilmore City:  First, Call Process 

Grafton:  Emmanuel, Pr. Solveig Zamzow 

Gunder:  Marion, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

+Huxley:  Shepherd of the Prairie, Scott Licht, Lay 
Minister  

Laurens:  Bethany, Pr. Jerry Wittmus  

Manchester:  First, Pr. Tony D. Ede 

+Monona, Faith:  Pr. Melvin Harris 

+Northwood:  Peace, Pr. Barbara Wills 

Palmer:  St. John’s,  

Plainfield:  St. John, Pr. Kim Thacker 

Readlyn: St. Matthew, Pr. Mark Lund 

Readlyn:  Zion, Pr. Mark Lund 

+Robins:  Servants of Christ, Pr. Ron Voss 

+Rochester, MN:  Emmanuel,  Pr. David Steffenson 

Ruthven:  Zion, Pr. Thomas Summerfield  

St. Ansgar:  First, Pr. Christopher Staley 

St. Olaf:  Norway, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Sheldon:  St. Paul, Pr. Craig Nissen 

+Sibley:  Faith, Pr. Tim Nappe  

Spencer:  Trinity 
   +Strawberry Pt.:  Mission in Christ, Pr. Gary Burkhalter  

Thor:  Ullensvang, Pr. Darryl Landsverk  

Waterville. Old East Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 

Waukon:  Old West Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 
 

+ indicates mission congregation 

 

The Iowa Mission District 
has 36 congregations! 

The following pastors are available for pulpit supply: 
 
Pastor Gary Burkhalter—815-394-9309 (Sundays) 
Pastor Duane Marburger—563-506-3191 
Pastor Jean Rabary—563-608-2044 
Pastor David Steffenson—253-302-9845 (Sundays) 
Pastor Paul Weeg- -641-381-0675 
 

Congregations of the Iowa Mission District 
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