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CHRIST IS RISEN! 
 

“Why do you seek the living among the dead? 
He is not here, but has risen.” – Luke 24:5 

 
 There is a story told about a Russian commissar, Nikolai Bukharin, a leader in the communist 
party, who once took a journey to Kiev to address a huge assembly on the subject of atheism.  He told 
them about the glories of their new communist regime.  He said they should be thankful to the party for 
doing away with religion and God, and freeing them from the shackles of their out-dated superstitions.  
The village church had been burned down to show them that God was dead, and they should now think 
of the party as their god, and give all of their allegiance to the party.  To emphasize his point, he held 
up the Bible which had been taken from the church and threw it to the ground and stepped on it.  At the 
conclusion of his speech, a man from the crowd stood up, the priest from the church that had been 
burned down.  “Yes, do you want to say something?” Bukharin asked him.  Looking around him at the 
crowd, the priest responded in a strong, clear voice, “Christ is risen!”  At once the entire crowd rose to 
its feet and responded, “He is risen, indeed!”     

 
This story has been told in several forms over the years so that it is impossible to know the 

precise details of it, or even if it happened at all.  But it is true.  The communist lords of the Soviet 
Union who thought to destroy the Christian church are the ones who have been consigned to the 
dustbin of history.  It is true.  The Church is under attack today by forces which intend to silence her 
and destroy her, but still the cry is heard, “Christ is risen!  He is risen, indeed!”  It is true.   

 
The women who first came to the tomb on Easter morning expected nothing more than to be 

able to carry out a sad duty for a friend they loved.  But what greeted them was the greatest news the 
world has ever been given:  “He is risen!”  Ever since that day that has been our greeting on Easter 
morning.  “Christ is risen!  He is risen, indeed!”  And it is still an earth-shattering pronouncement, 
greater than any revolution this world has ever known.  It is a word of hope and faith.  It is a beacon of 
light shining in a world that is still shrouded in darkness in many ways.  In the face of all the challenges 
of our own lives, we speak this word boldly and courageously to each other in the confidence that 
Christ has overcome all the sorrows and troubles of the world. 

 
Each time we gather in worship and praise, we proclaim this great good news to one another.  

As we bear witness in service and love to others, we proclaim this word to the world.  May we be 
strengthened this Easter, and every day, to live out the hope and faith and courage this message brings.  
Christ is risen!  He is risen, indeed!  Alleluia! 

 
Rev. Marshall E. Hahn, Dean, Iowa Mission District, NALC 

A Word from the Dean 
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This and That  
from around the Iowa Mission District 

Several pastors from the Iowa Mission District attended a Society of the Holy Trinity retreat at American Martyrs 
Retreat House February 15-16.  Among those present were Pastor Cathi Braasch (3rd from left in back row) who 
served an interim at Emmons Lutheran Church several years ago, and Pastor Ian Wolfe, (right end, front row) 
who will be leaving the Iowa Mission District to accept a call in Oregon.  Other pastors you might recognize are 
Pastors Marshall Hahn (Mission District Dean), Al Hock, Gary Burkhalter, Jason Cooper, Barbara Wills, Mark 
Lund, and Christopher Staley (Mission District Treasurer).  The Society of the Holy Trinity is a ministerium of 
Lutheran pastors who encourage and support one another in remaining faithful to their ordination vows. 

Glimpses From the Past 

Left:  At the Mission District 
Council meeting on November 11, 
2014, Pastor Solveig Zamzow 
installs newly elected Dean, 
Pastor Marshall Hahn, who had 
been unable to attend the Mission 
District Convocation at which he 
was elected. 
 

Right:  Lay Minister Dan Buhs 
and Pastor Gary Burkhalter 
converse in the foreground and 
Pastor David Schafer and General 
Secretary of the NALC, Pastor 
Mark Chavez, chat behind them at 
the 2015 annual Pastor’s Retreat. 



Here’s the Church 
 

Pastor Christopher Staley 
First Lutheran Church 

St. Ansgar, Iowa 

Once upon a time, when I was a very young 
boy, my Mom had quite a job each Sunday 
keeping me quiet in church. I imagine that's 
why we always sat in the back pew, so that 
when her efforts were failing, we were very 
close to the door through which we could 
exit and the 'consequences' could ensue. One 
of the quiet activities I learned very early on 
was the hand-play called "Here's the 
Church." I'm guessing most, if not all of you, 
have done it both as a child and as a parent, 
grandparent, or even great grandparent. The 
play begins with one's hands folded together 
much as we often do when we pray, except 
that instead of the fingertips coming to rest 
on the back of the opposite hand, they hide 
inside the palms. Being so interlaced, the 
play begins: "Here's the church." Then the 
two index fingers are freed from the palms 
and come together to form a steeple as you 
say, "Here's the steeple." Then keeping the 
'steeple' together, and the remaining fingers 
intertwined, you open the 'church' by letting 
the thumbs come apart to expose what's 
inside the church, "Open the doors and see 
all the people." 
 
This is a long-winded way of describing 
what the church is: It is the people of God 
gathered together for the sake of being 
together to praise Him and to receive all His 
benefits, and also to encourage, support, and 
admonish one another. It matters little where 
we gather. We might do so in impressive 
edifices that have stood for generations. We 
might do so in community centers or vacated 
businesses. We might do so in living rooms. 
We might have the tallest steeple around for 
miles, or we might have none. But it is in the 
gathering with others around God's Word, 
spoken, sung, eaten, and drunk, that church 
happens. And each of us does that in our 
own congregation. Did you know that the 
word at the root of congregation means 
"flock"? How appropriate it is that we "flock 

together" to seek out the safety, comfort, and 
life from the Good Shepherd. 
 
There is the story of a congregation where a 
very strong member suddenly stopped 
attending worship services. The pastor had 
heard conflicting reports about the man, 
some saying that business dealings had gone 
badly, and others that the man had been 
embroiled in an illicit affair with another's 
man's wife. When the man's absence 
persisted, the pastor decided to pay a visit to 
the man's home. It was a particularly chilly 
night, and the pastor was glad to find a warm 
fire in the grate when he walked into the 
home. Guessing why the pastor had come, 
the man invited him into one of the chairs on 
either side of the fireplace. Not being sure 
what to say, he waited patiently for the 
pastor to speak. Instead, the pastor reached 
over to pick up the fire tongs and began 
rummaging in the fire. After a little while he 
pulled a red-hot ember from the fire and 
placed it in the corner of the hearth, far from 
the flame. In a short time, the glow faded, 
and eventually the ember's fire went 
completely out. A short time later, the ember 
was completely black, dead as a doornail. 
After a few more minutes, the pastor rose 
from his chair and picked up the now cool 
ember with his bare hand and returned it to 
the fire. In a short time, the ember again took 
on the heat from the fire and was glowing 
red. As the pastor turned to leave, the man 
said, "Thank you so much for your visit, 
Pastor, and especially for the fiery sermon. I 
will, indeed, be back in worship this coming 
Sunday." 
 
As a Congregationally-Focused church, the 
NALC and its congregations "flock together" 
in the places where we live for the sake of 
one another, for the sake of the Gospel, and 
for the sake of the world. Everyone looks 
forward to seeing you at worship. 



 

 

April 
4-5, 

2016—Mission District pastors’ retreat at 
Riverside Camp.  Contact Pastor Christopher 
Staley at .cbstaley@netins.net to register. 
 

August  9-12, 2016—Lutheran Week & NALC 
Convocation in Anaheim, California. 
 

September 17, 2016—Iowa Mission District 
Convocation at Bethany Lutheran Church, 
Laurens, Iowa. 8 am—Coffee; 9 am—Opening 
worship.  Keynote speaker:  The Reverend Doctor 
Amy Schifrin, President of the North American 
Lutheran Seminary. 

Donations and Correspondence 
 

Checks sent to the Mission District for support should be made out to the Iowa 
Mission District, NALC, and mailed to Pastor Christopher Staley at PO Box 141, 
St. Ansgar, IA  50472-0141.   
 
Correspondence for Pastor Solveig Zamzow, Mission District Secretary, should be 
sent to PO Box 282, Grafton, IA  50440  
 
Items for the Mission District newsletter (pictures, news, etc.) are best sent via e-

mail to Pastor Barbara Wills at barbarawills@mchsi.com.   

A Message from our Mission District Treasurer 
 
At the most recent Mission District convocation, the budget passed was based on our 35 
congregations giving an average of $400 per congregation. Please remember that these are 
not "dues," but merely a suggested level of giving for our working together to improve and 
sustain the ministry within our mission district with a very lean budget. Some 
congregations may be unable to give up to this level, while others are able to give beyond 
the suggested level. All gifts are appreciated and help us to work together toward our 
common mission.    

 

Upcoming Events 

Notices and Announcements 
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Make a Joyful Noise! 
The Hymns We Sing 

 As noted last month, we have 
begun our annual journey through 

Lent—forty days (not counting 
Sundays) of prayerful introspection 

and repentance as we prepare for our 
Lord’s Holy Passion.  During the last 

week of this somber season, we focus 
our attention on the events and 
sufferings of our Lord’s final days on 

earth.  Beginning with the joyous 
hosannas of Palm Sunday—heralding 

the entrance of the King into 
Jerusalem—and ending with His 

painful trek up the hill outside of 
Jerusalem where he was nailed to the 
cross, Holy Week is filled with the 

music of joy turned to sadness, 
expectation plummeting to despair, 

and thanksgiving collapsing into 
lament. 
 Ride On, Ride On in Majesty! 

(LBW 121) captures the hope in the 

first verse, and points to the cross that 

awaits Jesus at the end of the 
triumphant entry into the royal city—

and hints at the true majesty and 
power of the resurrection.  Written by 
Henry H. Milman (1791-1868), this 

hymn was one of thirteen written by 
Milman for inclusion in “Hymns 

Written and Adapted to the Weekly 

Church Services of the Year,” in 1827.  

Milman was born in London, the son 
of a physician to George III, and was 
ordained an Anglican clergyman in 

1816.  He held several degrees, 
including a Doctor of Divinity (1849).  

He served as a pastor, a professor of 
poetry, and  a prolific and impressive 

writer—the list of his works includes 
hymns, poems, plays, and scholarly prose, 

most of which was theological.  (p, 219-
220; Hymnal Companion to the Lutheran 

Book of Worship). 
 

Ride on, Ride On in Majesty! 
 

Ride on, ride on in majesty!   
Hear all the tribes hosanna cry;  
O Savior meek, your road pursue,  
With palms and scattered garments strewed…. 
 
Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
In lowly pomp ride on to die, 
Bow  your meek head to mortal pain, 
Then take, O Christ, your pow’r and reign! 
 

Annual Iowa Mission District 
Pastors’ Retreat 

Each year pastors and lay ministers of the Iowa 
Mission District gather at one of the church camps 
within the boundaries of our mission district for a 
retreat.  This is an opportunity to worship and study 
together, meet those you don’t know, renew 
friendships, and offer mutual support.  Expenses for 
this retreat are paid by the Mission District, and 
pastors and lay ministers are invited and encouraged 
to join together for this “time apart to rest”. 
 

This year’s retreat is scheduled for Monday-Tuesday, 
April 4-5 (1:00 pm on Monday to noon on Tuesday), at 
Riverside Camp Retreat Center near Story City.  Bring 
your favorite sleeping bag (or sheets to fit a single 
bed) and an LBW, and join the group for a Sabbath 
time of rejuvenation.  Meals are not available at the 
camp cafeteria so supper will be ordered in and we’ll 
use the kitchen at the retreat center to cook breakfast 
from the groceries Pastor Staley is bringing with him.  
Lunch for both days is on your own. 
 

 For additional information or to register, contact 
Pastor Christopher Staley at cbstaley@netins.net. 
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Iowa Mission District Leadership 
 

Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean—stolafparish@neitel.net  
Pastor Solveig Zamzow, Secretary—PastorZ@wctatel.net 
Pastor Christopher Staley, Treasurer—cbstaley@netins.net 
 
Executive Council Members: 
Pastor Darryl Landsverk—blcpd@wccta.net 
Pastor Allen Hermeier—handahermeier@mchsi.com 
Pastor Barbara Wills—barbarawills@mchsi.com 
Brent Bruns—bvbruns@neitel.net 
Sheldon Bieri—5somewhere@laurens-ia.com  
Gregory Olson—golson@ruthventel.com  
 
Newsletter Editor:  Pastor Barbara Wills—barbarawills@mchsi.com  

 

Ackley:  Our Saviour’s, Dan Buhs, Lay Minister  

Allison:  New Life, Galen Eiben, Lay Minister 

+Atlantic:  Holy Trinity—Pr. Paul Breddin, Interim 

Avoca:  Trinity, Pr. Eric Meissner 

Badger:  Badger Lutheran, Don Bell, Lay Minister 

Bode:  St. Olaf Lutheran, Call Process 

Boyden:  St. John, Pr. Dan Hart  

Dorchester:  Waterloo Ridge, Pr. Allen Hermeier 

Eagle Grove:  Evangelical Lutheran, Pr. Jason Cooper 

Eagle Grove:  Samuel Lutheran, Pr.  Rich Taylor 

Ellsworth:  Trinity, Call Process 

Emmons, MN:  Emmons, Pr. Christopher Martin 

Gilmore City:  First, Call Process 

Grafton:  Emmanuel, Pr. Solveig Zamzow 

Gunder:  Marion, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

+Huxley:  Shepherd of the Prairie, Scott Licht, Lay 
Minister  

Laurens:  Bethany, Pr. Jerry Wittmus  

Manchester:  First, Pr. Tony D. Ede 

+Monona, Faith:  Pr. Melvin Harris 

+Northwood:  Peace, Pr. Barbara Wills 

Palmer:  St. John’s,  

Plainfield:  St. John, Pr. Kim Thacker 

Readlyn: St. Matthew, Pr. Mark Lund 

Readlyn:  Zion, Pr. Mark Lund 

+Robins:  Servants of Christ, Pr. Ron Voss 

+Rochester, MN:  Emmanuel,  Pr. David Steffenson 

Ruthven:  Zion, Pr. Thomas Summerfield  

St. Ansgar:  First, Pr. Christopher Staley 

St. Olaf:  Norway, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Sheldon:  St. Paul, Pr. Craig Nissen 

+Sibley:  Faith, Pr. Tim Nappe  

Spencer:  Trinity 
   +Strawberry Pt.:  Mission in Christ, Pr. Gary Burkhalter  

Thor:  Ullensvang, Pr. Darryl Landsverk  

Waterville. Old East Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 

Waukon:  Old West Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 
 

+ indicates mission congregation 

 

The Iowa Mission District 
has 36 congregations! 

The following pastors are available for pulpit supply: 
 
Pastor Gary Burkhalter—815-394-9309 (Sundays) 
Pastor Duane Marburger—563-506-3191 
Pastor Jean Rabary—563-608-2044 
Pastor David Steffenson—253-302-9845 (Sundays) 
Pastor Paul Weeg- -641-381-0675 
Pastor Ian Wolfe—402-960-3882 

Congregations of the Iowa Mission District 
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