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SEMPER REFORMANDA 
 

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by His grace  
as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”   - Romans 3:23-24 

 
 However great and heavy sin may be, this article is still greater, higher, and wider, for no man has 
spoken it out of his own wisdom, or established it but He who created and upholds heaven and earth. My sin 
and my saintliness must remain here on earth, for they concern this life and my doings here; but there on 
high, I have a different treasure greater than these two, where Christ is seated holding me in His arms, 
covering me with His wings, and overwhelming me with His mercy.” - Martin Luther 
 
 On Reformation Sunday, October 30, we celebrate the witness and courage of Martin Luther and the 
reformers of the 16th century as they sought to call the church back to the true and faithful proclamation of 
the Gospel.  The heart of that proclamation is the good news that God in Christ has reconciled the world to 
Himself by His own good and gracious gift – that, because of Christ Jesus and His sacrifice for us on the 
cross, we are now justified before God by grace.  There is nothing we must do to please God, but we are 
freed to do all things in thankfulness for His gracious love to us. 
 
 Yet, we are constantly tempted to turn away from this Word of grace and follow other “words” in our 
life – denying the full power of sin over us and seeking ways to justify ourselves by our own efforts.  
Because this is such a constant temptation, the church itself is constantly in need of reform.  One of the 
hallmarks of the Reformation, then, is to be “always reforming”, or, as it is put in Latin, “Semper 
Reformanda.” 
 
 As we look forward to the celebration of the 500th Anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation in 2017, one 
of the ways we can commemorate this milestone is to be reminded that the “reformation” is always with us.  
Throughout the history of God with His people, there have been countless reforms and reformers that God 
has sent to call His people back to His Word.  From the Judges and Prophets to King Josiah and many others 
in the Old Testament, to Augustine of Hippo, Benedict of Nursia, and Francis of Assisi in the Middle Ages, 
to John Hus, John Calvin, and John and Charles Wesley among the reformers, to Karl Barth, Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, and Pope John XXIII in our modern times, along with many others, there have always been 
faithful servants lifted up by God to call His people back to Him. 
 
 In our own time, we are reminded to be ever diligent in remaining true to His Word and ever repenting 
of the many times we are tempted to stray from His path.  When Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the 
door of the castle church in Wittenberg on October 31, 1517, the very first of these statements said, “When 
our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said ‘Repent’ (Matthew 4:17), He willed the entire life of believers to be 
one of repentance.” 
 

“Semper Reformanda!” 

 
 

Rev. Marshall E. Hahn, Dean, Iowa Mission District, NALC 

A Word from the Dean 

http://www.iowamissiondistrict.com/


Iowa Mission District 2016 Convocation 

Bethany Lutheran 

Laurens, Iowa 

Left:  Some of the folks 
who worked hard to 
welcome us at Bethany:  
Dorothy Smith, Dorothy 
Sandvig, Shirley Kruse, 
Sheldon Bieri, and Pastor 
Jerry Witmus.  Right:  The 
Reverend Doctor Amy 
Schifrin shared the Word of 
the Lord with us in her 
sermon during the opening 
service of Word and 
Sacrament. 

Left:  Patricia 
Bentsen, RN, a 
missionary nurse 
from Friends of 
Madagascar 
Mission (FOMM) 
led a workshop at 
the convocation.  
FOMM is 
supported by a 
number of 
congregations in 
our mission 
district.  Right: 
Delegates and 
visitors gathered 
in the fellowship 
hall for a 
continental 
breakfast—or just 
coffee—before the 
opening worship 
service. 

Right:  Pastors Solveig Zamzow (outgoing mission 
district secretary) and Christopher Staley 
(treasurer) confer during a break in the day’s 
proceedings.  Mission District Dean, Pastor 
Marshall Hahn, presided at the business meeting. 



Upcoming Events 
 
 

August 9-11, 2017—NALC 
Convocation in Nashville, Tennessee. 

This and That  
from around the Iowa Mission District 

 Emmons Lutheran Church wishes to invite 
our sister congregations of the Iowa Mission 
District to join us as we celebrate the 
installation and dedication of our new Allen 
Chancel Series DK-17 organ.  The organ 
replaces our 42 year old Rodgers 330 organ, 
which became unusable earlier this year due to 
its age.  The new Allen organ is the first Allen 
organ in our area to feature Allen’s new 
GeniSys voicing system. 
  The new organ will be dedicated to the 
glory of God on Sunday, October 2ndduring 
the 9 a.m. worship service, and will be put into 
use for the first time.  A time of fellowship will 
follow the service.  Plans are also underway for 
an afternoon Dedicatory Music program in 
celebration of the dedication of the new organ 
and last year’s gift of a new baby grand piano 
on Sunday, October 30th at 2:00 p.m. 

Candid Shots from the 
Iowa Mission District Convocation 



Trip to Madagascar with Friends of Madagascar Mission (FOMM) 

by Pastor Dan Hart- Radcliffe, IA 
 

 Two weeks can pass by very quickly. It is a challenge to 
try and sum it all up and figure out which of the 3000 + pictures 
that 5 people took to share. The first picture at the right shows 
me, then Pastor Theo, Bob Jemc (from Ingleside, IL), Pastor 
Denise, Rev. David Lerseth (from Victoria, MN), Pastor Vaoly, 
and then Ron & Lorraine Simpson (Hermantown, MN). Pastors 
Theo and Vaoly are husband and wife pastors at the two prisons 
shown in the second picture, and Pastor Denise is the director of 
prison ministries at the 9 prisons (out of 80 prisons in the 
country) that FOMM is able to support at this time. On 
Saturday, August 27th we started the morning going to the 
prison for a worship service. It is the building straight ahead. It 
is a minimum security prison for about 2000 men.  On Sunday 
after the 6:30 AM worship at Hope Lutheran Church downtown 
(with about 4000 people at that service) we went to the 
Women's Prison which is on the right side of the second picture. 
 The third picture is the view from the backyard of the 
Lutheran guest house in Antananarivo. The stadium where the 
terrorist attack took place on June 26th is about 1/4 of the way 
across the picture and just above the lake- below the hill.  
 We traveled around the city and learned about the 
Christian school at Hope Lutheran, the extensive work of 
Global Health Ministries in Lutheran hospitals and clinics 
around the country and also SALFA which is the Lutheran 
organization that is directly involved in coordinating all the 
medical, social and other Lutheran ministries in the country. 
The first Lutheran missionaries came with medical supplies and 
doctors. The history of Lutheran medical care is outstanding 
and more highly respected than that of the government-run 
clinics. 
 On Wednesday, Aug. 31 we drove south 4 hours on paved 
roads to Antsirabe and the Norwegian mission guest house 
there. That same morning the 43 evangelists and pastors shown 
in this photo started traveling a little over twice as far as we 
traveled, but it took most of them 2 days to bounce their way 
north to meet with us.   
 On Thursday, Sept. 1 we went to a large old Lutheran church just outside 
of town that is in a very poor community, but as the three hour service 
continued it filled with worshipers. On the east side of the church is a mental 
hospital for about 100 seriously mentally ill people. They would come in and 
leave during the service. On the south side of the church there are buildings 
that house probably 100 or so homeless people. We handed out some of the 
350 Toys for God's Kids! that Iowa volunteers made for them. 
 We met with the evangelists and gave them some cars for their kids, 
worshiped at the location of the first 
Lutheran church in the country on 
Sunday, and had a meal with all the 
evangelists. I met Steven Lellelid (far 
right picture)who has spent the last 20 
years learning and then translating the 
Bible into the Tandroy language that 
FOMM is raising money to publish. It 
will be the first book in Tandroy. On 
Monday we headed back to the capital, 
stopping at the new hospital that a Lutheran doctor and his family are building an hour north of Antsirabe. We were able 
to meet with the pastor at Hope Lutheran and tour the Lutheran school next door. The experience in the men's and 
women's prisons and the enthusiasm of the evangelists are truly awesome memories. 



To God Be the Glory 
 

Pastor Paul Breddin 
West Des Moines, Iowa 

Every so often one has the privilege and 
joy of receiving various materials via email or the 
US Postal Service. Recently, I was privileged to 
read the 2015 International Christian Network 
Salzburg Declaration, and the NALC, LC-MS, 
and Lutheran Church-Canada Statement on the 
Character and Proper Use of the Sacred Scriptures 
God's Word Forever Shall Abide. Powerful stuff! 

How does one respond to such materials? I 
thought immediately of God's grace and mercy in 
having these come before the Church. Acts 15:4b 
states, “And they declared all that God had done 
for them.”  This is part of the section where there 
was dissension in the Jerusalem Church over the 
necessity of undergoing Jewish rites prior to 
joining the Church, and where Paul and Barnabas 
related the work of God's Spirit in bringing 
Gentiles to faith in Jesus Christ. Yes, the Church 
can and should declare all that God has done for 
us, irrespective of who we are and what our 
backgrounds might be. 

Having worked for 24 years in the 
Lutheran Church in Papua New Guinea, my wife, 
Phyllis, and I witnessed how people were brought 
to faith by God's Word, Gospel proclamation, love 
and compassion—especially of indigenous 
pastors, evangelists, and ordinary committed 
Christians. Tribes who had previously been mortal 
enemies became co-workers in the Kingdom of 
God without having to experience criticism for 
their past behavior.  Such is the forgiveness and 
compassion that the Church has to share, because 
in doing so, it glorifies the Lord of the Church. 

Being originally a member of the 
Australian Lutheran Church, I attended the 
Brisbane divine service of the merger of the two 
branches of Australian Lutheranism in 1965.  
These church bodies had been separate since the 
1800's over doctrinal issues. Again the Lord of the 
Church was glorified, and a unified voice could 
speak for Australian Lutherans. When such 
mergers occur there has to be forgiveness, love 
and acceptance. 

As I was thinking of what to write for this 
month's article, I thought of a specific book 

written by Dr. Hermann Sasse, who lectured for a 
number of years at Immanuel (later Luther) 
Seminary in Adelaide, Australia. It is a collection 
of sermons and letters to Lutheran pastors. The 
book is titled “We Confess The Church”. I 
recently flipped through the chapter on “Ministry 
And Congregation”, which I found very 
insightful.  In a year when our Mission District 
News articles are based on the theme 
“Congregationally-Focused”, I gleaned some 
thoughts from Sasse. The office of holy 
ministry—namely preaching repentance and 
forgiveness—as well as the individual 
congregation of faithful forgiven sinners, will 
continue in the Church, since both are part and 
parcel of the greater Church.  

The office of holy ministry is not “lord” 
over the congregation.  St. Paul says in II 
Corinthians 1:24, “Not that we lord it over your 
faith, but we work with you for your joy, for you 
stand firm in your faith”. The congregation is 
neither lord over the office of holy ministry. Both 
are under Jesus Christ, who is the only Lord. In 
Jesus Christ congregation and holy ministry are 
one.  Ephesians 4:4-6 says, “There is one body 
and one Spirit – just as you were called to the one 
hope that belongs to your call – one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, 
who is over all and through all and in all.” 

It is in the congregation that one sees and 
hears the office of holy ministry living and active, 
since the congregation is a microcosm of the 
greater Church.  It is in the congregation that the 
saving Gospel of repentance and forgiveness is 
proclaimed and lived.  It is in the congregation 
that salvation is heard and lived. It is in the 
congregation—and from the congregation—that 
one first encounters the Lord of the Church.  
Congregations sent those pastors and evangelists 
to unchurched areas in Papua New Guinea. 
Congregational members became Christs to others 
by living the saving Gospel. 

NALC congregations are no different, as 
our members present living examples of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ to others. 



Make a Joyful Noise! 
The Hymns We Sing 

 As we approach the end of the Pentecost season, 
two very important Sundays appear in our liturgical 
calendar.  The actual commemorations occur on 
October thirty-first and November first—Reformation 
Day and All Saints’ Day.  However, most Lutheran 
congregations don’t offer special worship services for 
special “holy days” unless that date actually falls on a 
Sunday, so the church calendar designates the last 
Sunday of October as “Reformation Sunday” and the 
first Sunday in November as “All Saints’ Sunday”. 
 Reformation Day is the day on which we 
remember Martin Luther’s posting of the 95 Theses on 
the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, 
Germany, on October 31, 1517.  This was the Eve of 
All Saints Day.  Although Luther’s intent is believed to 

have been an invitation to other theologians and 
scholars to engage in discussion of his concerns—
elaborated in these 95 statements—they ended up 
being printed and widely distributed.  Luther’s ideas 
met with resistance in the Church and his action in 
posting them came to be regarded as the starting point 
of the Protestant Reformation. 
 One of the greatest hymns in the Lutheran 
tradition is “A Mighty Fortress” (#228/229 in the 
LBW), written by Martin Luther himself.  Based on 
Psalm 46, it was written during the stressful years of 
controversy during which Luther’s life was sometimes 
at risk for his stance in insisting that the Scriptures 
were the final authority in matters of faith, and when 
he was working diligently to bring order to the 
churches in Germany during this time of division and 
conflict. 
 

A Mighty Fortress 
 

A mighty fortress is our God,  
A sword and shield victorious; 
He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod 
And wins salvation glorious, 
The old satanic foe 
Has sworn to work us woe! 
With craft and dreadful might 
He arms himself to fight, 
On earth he has no equal…. 

 
 On All Saints Sunday we, in the Lutheran 
tradition, remember Christians who have died in the 
faith, and specifically those who have died during 
the past year.  Many congregations commemorate 
them by listing their names in the service bulletin 

and perhaps by lighting a candle for each 
congregational member who has died during the 
past twelve months. 
 A favorite hymn for this special day in the 
church year is “For All the Saints (#174 in the 
LBW), written by William Walsham How and first 
published in 1864.  Like many hymn writers in 
England, William How was an Anglican priest.  He 
was ordained in 1847, served several parishes before 
becoming a bishop, was a dynamic leader in 
working for the impoverished, and authored 
theological works as well as hymns.   
 

For All the Saints 
 

For all the saint who from their labors rest, 
All who by faith before the world confessed, 
Your name, O Jesus be forever blest. 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! ... 

Donations and Correspondence 
 

Checks sent to the Mission District for support should be made out to the Iowa Mission 
District, NALC, and mailed to Pastor Christopher Staley at PO Box 141, St. Ansgar, 
IA  50472-0141.   
 

Correspondence for Mr. Craig Lease, Mission District Secretary, should be sent to 405 
7th St. N., Northwood, IA  50459 
 

Items for the Mission District newsletter (pictures, news, etc.) are best sent via e-mail to 

Pastor Barbara Wills at barbaramwills@gmail.com.   

mailto:barbaramwills@gmail.com


Iowa Mission District Leadership 
 

Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean—stolafparish@neitel.net  
Craig Lease, Secretary—pdlease@gmail.com 
Pastor Christopher Staley, Treasurer—cbstaley@netins.net 
 
Executive Council Members: 
Pastor Allen Hermeier—handahermeier@mchsi.com 
Pastor Barbara Wills—barbaramwills@gmail.com 
Pastor Gary Burkhalter—pgburkhalter52@hotmail.com 

Brent Bruns—bvbruns@neitel.net 
Gregory Olson—golson@ruthventel.com  

Chris Schlee—schleemasonry@hotmail.com  
 
Newsletter Editor:  Pastor Barbara Wills—barbaramwills@gmail.com  

 

Ackley:  Our Saviour’s, Dan Buhs, Lay Minister  

Allison:  New Life, Galen Eiben, Lay Minister 

+Atlantic:  Holy Trinity—Call Process 

Avoca:  Trinity, Pr. Eric Meissner 

Badger:  Badger Lutheran, Pr. Scott Meier 

Bode:  St. Olaf Lutheran, Call Process 

Boyden:  St. John, Pr. Dan Hart  

Dorchester:  Waterloo Ridge, Pr. Allen Hermeier 

Eagle Grove:  Evangelical Lutheran, Pr. Jason Cooper 

Eagle Grove:  Samuel Lutheran, Pr.  Rich Taylor 

Ellsworth:  Trinity,  Pastor Jon Rollefson  

Emmons, MN:  Emmons, Pr. Christopher Martin 

Gilmore City:  First, Call Process 

Grafton:  Emmanuel, Pr. Solveig Zamzow 

Gunder:  Marion, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

+Huxley:  Shepherd of the Prairie, Scott Licht, Lay 
Minister  

Laurens:  Bethany, Pr. Jerry Wittmus  

Manchester:  First, Pr. Tony D. Ede 

+Monona, Faith:  Pr. Melvin Harris 

+Northwood:  Peace, Pr. Barbara Wills 

Palmer:  St. John’s,  

Plainfield:  St. John, Pr. Kim Thacker 

Readlyn: St. Matthew, Pr. Mark Lund 

Readlyn:  Zion, Pr. Mark Lund 

+Robins:  Servants of Christ, Pr. Ron Voss 

+Rochester, MN:  Emmanuel,  Pr. David Steffenson 

Ruthven:  Zion, Pr. Thomas Summerfield  

St. Ansgar:  First, Pr. Christopher Staley 

St. Olaf:  Norway, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Sheldon:  St. Paul, Pr. Craig Nissen 

+Sibley:  Faith, Pr. Tim Nappe  

Spencer:  Trinity 
   +Strawberry Pt.:  Mission in Christ, Pr. Gary Burkhalter  

Thor:  Ullensvang, Pr. Darryl Landsverk  

Waterville. Old East Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 

Waukon:  Old West Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 
 

+ indicates mission congregation 

 

The Iowa Mission District 
has 36 congregations! 

The following pastors are available for pulpit supply: 
 
Pastor Gary Burkhalter—815-394-9309 (Sundays) 
Pastor Duane Marburger—563-506-3191 
Pastor Jean Rabary—563-608-2044 
Pastor David Steffenson—253-302-9845 (Sundays) 
Pastor Paul Weeg- -641-381-0675 
 

Congregations of the Iowa Mission District 
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