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CHRIST IS RISEN! 
 

“Why do you seek the living among the dead? 
He is not here, but has risen.” – Luke 24:5 

 
 There is a story told about a Russian commissar, Nikolai Bukharin, a leader in the communist 
party, who once took a journey to Kiev to address a huge assembly on the subject of atheism.  He told 
them about the glories of their new communist regime.  He said they should be thankful to the party for 
doing away with religion and God, and freeing them from the shackles of their out-dated superstitions.  
The village church had been burned down to show them that God was dead, and they should now think 
of the party as their god, and give all of their allegiance to the party.  To emphasize his point, he held 
up the Bible which had been taken from the church and threw it to the ground and stepped on it.  At the 
conclusion of his speech, a man from the crowd stood up, the priest from the church that had been 
burned down.  “Yes, do you want to say something?” Bukharin asked him.  Looking around him at the 
crowd, the priest responded in a strong, clear voice, “Christ is risen!”  At once the entire crowd rose to 
its feet and responded, “He is risen, indeed!”     

 
This story has been told in several forms over the years so that it is impossible to know the 

precise details of it, or even if it happened at all.  But it is true.  The communist lords of the Soviet 
Union who thought to destroy the Christian church are the ones who have been consigned to the 
dustbin of history.  It is true.  The Church is under attack today by forces which intend to silence her 
and destroy her, but still the cry is heard, “Christ is risen!  He is risen, indeed!”  It is true.   

 
The women who first came to the tomb on Easter morning expected nothing more than to be 

able to carry out a sad duty for a friend they loved.  But what greeted them was the greatest news the 
world has ever been given:  “He is risen!”  Ever since that day that has been our greeting on Easter 
morning.  “Christ is risen!  He is risen, indeed!”  And it is still an earth-shattering pronouncement, 
greater than any revolution this world has ever known.  It is a word of hope and faith.  It is a beacon of 
light shining in a world that is still shrouded in darkness in many ways.  In the face of all the challenges 
of our own lives, we speak this word boldly and courageously to each other in the confidence that 
Christ has overcome all the sorrows and troubles of the world. 

 
Each time we gather in worship and praise, we proclaim this great good news to one another.  

As we bear witness in service and love to others, we proclaim this word to the world.  May we be 
strengthened this Easter, and every day, to live out the hope and faith and courage this message brings.  
Christ is risen!  He is risen, indeed!  Alleluia! 

 
Rev. Marshall E. Hahn, Dean, Iowa Mission District, NALC 

A Word from the Dean 
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This and That  
from around the Iowa Mission District 

A Message of Joy 

From Pastor Al Hock 

Strawberry Point, Iowa 

 

Jewish people have a beautiful little Hebrew phrase that all could well adopt:  “L’Chaim!”  

This is an expression used as a toast.  It means, “To Life!”  It is a salute to the incredible 
miracle of being among the living.  It is a word that recognizes life, rejoices in it, celebrates it. 
 

I don’t know if the Jews used that toast in Jesus’ day.  But if they did, I am sure that Jesus used 
it often.  It fits Jesus’ words in John 10:10, “I came that they many have life, and have it 

abundantly.” 
 

Everything Jesus touched came to life.  Jesus healed the lepers, he gave sight to the blind, he 
made the deaf hear, the lame walk.  Jesus raised Lazarus from the tomb. But more than that, 
Jesus placed our hands in the living Father’s hand.  And along with that, Jesus placed our 

hands in each other’s hands.  Jesus made us one family.  Jesus gave us a Father and made all 
people our brothers and sisters.  Jesus set us free to love one another just as we are.  That made 

life abundant…. 
 

We all know folk who look at life without joy, without wonder.  An old rancher stood with 
some other people who were gazing at the marvels of Bryce Canyon in Utah.  Most of them 
stood in amazement at the awesome sight, the great work of God the Creator.  But the rancher 

said, “That would be a heck of a place to lose a cow in.” 
 

Halford Luccock wrote:   
“If your nose is close to the grindstone rough, 

And you hold it down there long enough, 
In time you’ll say there’s no such thing 

As brooks that babble and birds that sing. 
These three will all your world compose: 
Just you, the stone and your old nose.” 

 
In spite of the Easter good news of Life and resurrection, that is the way many people 

live.  They always keep looking down at the ground, where they will eventually go.  You 
might say they keep their eye on their goal—the grave.  And oddly enough, this is what they 

call “paying attention to business.”  Sad people!  They don’t really know what’s going on 
around them, the great things that  God  is doing in  history as he sets people free from 
oppression, as he leads people to new understandings of how to love one  another.  They miss 

the happy blessings that could be theirs.  L’Chaim! 
 



We Are a Mission Congregation…..Here to Declare the Wonderful Deeds! 

Pastor Ron Voss 
Servants of Christ 

Robins, Iowa 

We Are a Mission Congregation        
Here to Declare the Wonderful Deeds! 

When we hear those words, we often think 
of a new congregation in its beginning stages 
of formation—a young congregation with 
few members and with no building or space 
of its own.  My hope is that you would 
describe your congregation—whether it is 
six months, six years, or ninety-six years 
old—as a mission congregation.  I hope your 
congregation has a central and defining 
mission to name the name of Jesus, share the 
story, and live out the love of Jesus Christ to 
all people in the community in which you 
exist. 
 
In 1 Peter 2:9-10 we read, “But you are a 
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, God’s own people, that you may 
declare the wonderful deeds of him who 
called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light.  Once you were no people but now you 
are God’s people; once you had not received 
mercy but now you have received mercy.” 
 
Declare the wonderful deeds to your  
children and grandchildren.  Explain the plan 
of salvation to them:  1) God created the 
world; 2) Men and women rebelled/sinned; 
3) Jesus died for our sins on Calvary’s cross 
and was raised from the dead; 4) We accept 
the gift of salvation by grace through faith in 
Jesus Christ; 5) We spend the rest of our 
lives in worship and service of the living 
God. 
 
Declare the wonderful deeds to your  
fellow congregational members.  At first it 
might be difficult to actually use words to 
share the Gospel message.  The more we do 
it, however, the more comfortable we 
become in the verbal sharing.  Every time 

you share the story, you are affirming and 
deepening your own faith.  The third verse of 
“I Love to Tell the Story” states, “I love to 
tell the story, for those who know it best 
seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like 
the rest.” 
 
Declare the wonderful deeds to people in 
your community.  Plan to canvass your 
community door-to-door every 1-2 years.  If 
people do not have a church home, invite 
them to visit your congregation, give them a 
church newsletter or informational brochure, 
and follow-up with visits over the coming 
year. 
 
Declare the wonderful deeds by mailing 
an invitational letter to new move-ins; 
encourage them to visit one of your worship 
services. 
 
Declare the wonderful deeds by 
establishing a Facebook page and a webpage 
that detail the ministry of your congregation. 
When someone asks where you attend 
church, share not only the name of the 
congregation but also the wonderful deeds of 
Him who called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light.  Tell them your 
congregation is a mission congregation! 



Donations and Correspondence 
 

Checks sent to the Mission District for support should be made out to the Iowa 
Mission District, NALC, and mailed to Pastor Christopher Staley at PO Box 141, 
St. Ansgar, IA  50472-0141.   
 
Correspondence for Pastor Solveig Zamzow, Mission District Secretary, should be 
sent to PO Box 282, Grafton, IA  50440  
 
Items for the Mission District newsletter (pictures, news, etc.) are best sent via e-

mail to Pastor Barbara Wills at barbarawills@mchsi.com.   

 

 

April 4-5, 2016—Mission District pastors’ retreat at 
Riverside Camp.  Contact Pastor Christopher 
Staley at .cbstaley@netins.net to register. 
 

August  9-12, 2016—Lutheran Week & NALC 
Convocation in Anaheim, California. 
 

September 17, 2016—Iowa Mission District 
Convocation at Bethany Lutheran Church, 
Laurens, Iowa. 8 am—Coffee; 9 am—Opening 
worship.  Keynote speaker:  The Reverend Doctor 
Amy Schifrin, President of the North American 
Lutheran Seminary. 

 

Upcoming Events 

Notices and Announcements 

Soup, pie, a quilt 
raffle and bake sale 
were all features of 
the annual Soup and 
Pie Supper at 
Emmanuel Lutheran 
in Grafton on March 
6th. 

Annual Soup and Pie Supper 
Emmanuel Lutheran 

Grafton 

Women’s Prayer Retreat 
Faith Lutheran 

Monona 

A group of about twenty women from Faith Lutheran in Monona 
met on Saturday March 12th for a one-day retreat.  Bible study, 
music, journaling a “life timeline” , creating a family tree and 
making a collage from magazine pictures that spoke to each 
woman about who she is and what she likes were activities 
engaged in at the retreat.  The retreat was led by Jacki Harris. 
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Make a Joyful Noise! 
The Hymns We Sing 

 Christ is risen!  He is risen 
indeed!  Alleluia!  With the 

celebration of the resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus on Easter Sunday, we 

move from the somber, alleluia-less 
season of Lent into joyful celebratory 

hymns replete with alleluias (defined 
as “praises” or “praise the Lord”) and 
uplifting musical melodies.   We all 

have our favorite Easter hymns, but 
there may be some in our Lutheran 

Book of Worship that are less familiar 

to most of us.  One of those might be, 

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and 
Sing!”  Written by an Anglican priest, 

Cyril Argentine Alington, it first 
appeared in “Songs of Praise”, 
published in London in 1931. 

 
The Reverend Alington was born 

October 23, 1872, in Candlesby in 
Lincolnshire, and was educated at 

Trinity College, Oxford.  He was 

ordained a priest in 1901, and served 
in a variety of  ministry settings, 

including as head master at Eton 
College and Shrewsbury School, dean 

of Durham, select preacher at Oxford 
and chaplain to the King of England.  

He was a distinguished scholar and 
writer, authoring theological books, 
essays, novels and poems.  He died on 

May 16, 1955 at St. Weonards, 
Herefordshire. 

Good Christian Friends,  

Rejoice and Sing! 

 
1. Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing! 
 Now is the triumph of our King! 

 To all the world glad news we bring: 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
2. The Lord of life is ris’n this day; 

 Bring flow’rs of song to strew his way; 
 Let all the world rejoice and say: 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
3. Praise we in songs of victory 

 That love, that life which cannot die, 
 And sing with hearts uplifted high: 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
4. Your name we bless, O risen Lord, 

 And sing today with one accord, 
 The life laid down, the life restored; 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 



Iowa Mission District Leadership 
 

Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean—stolafparish@neitel.net  
Pastor Solveig Zamzow, Secretary—PastorZ@wctatel.net 
Pastor Christopher Staley, Treasurer—cbstaley@netins.net 
 
Executive Council Members: 
Pastor Darryl Landsverk—blcpd@wccta.net 
Pastor Allen Hermeier—handahermeier@mchsi.com 
Pastor Barbara Wills—barbarawills@mchsi.com 
Brent Bruns—bvbruns@neitel.net 
Sheldon Bieri—5somewhere@laurens-ia.com  
Gregory Olson—golson@ruthventel.com  
 
Newsletter Editor:  Pastor Barbara Wills—barbarawills@mchsi.com  

 

Ackley:  Our Saviour’s, Dan Buhs, Lay Minister  

Allison:  New Life, Galen Eiben, Lay Minister 

+Atlantic:  Holy Trinity—Pr. Paul Breddin, Interim 

Avoca:  Trinity, Pr. Eric Meissner 

Badger:  Badger Lutheran, Don Bell, Lay Minister 

Bode:  St. Olaf Lutheran, Call Process 

Boyden:  St. John, Pr. Dan Hart  

Dorchester:  Waterloo Ridge, Pr. Allen Hermeier 

Eagle Grove:  Evangelical Lutheran, Pr. Jason Cooper 

Eagle Grove:  Samuel Lutheran, Pr.  Rich Taylor 

Ellsworth:  Trinity, Call Process 

Emmons, MN:  Emmons, Pr. Christopher Martin 

Gilmore City:  First, Call Process 

Grafton:  Emmanuel, Pr. Solveig Zamzow 

Gunder:  Marion, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

+Huxley:  Shepherd of the Prairie, Scott Licht, Lay 
Minister  

Laurens:  Bethany, Pr. Jerry Wittmus  

Manchester:  First, Pr. Tony D. Ede 

+Monona, Faith:  Pr. Melvin Harris 

+Northwood:  Peace, Pr. Barbara Wills 

Palmer:  St. John’s,  

Plainfield:  St. John, Pr. Kim Thacker 

Readlyn: St. Matthew, Pr. Mark Lund 

Readlyn:  Zion, Pr. Mark Lund 

+Robins:  Servants of Christ, Pr. Ron Voss 

+Rochester, MN:  Emmanuel,  Pr. David Steffenson 

Ruthven:  Zion, Pr. Thomas Summerfield  

St. Ansgar:  First, Pr. Christopher Staley 

St. Olaf:  Norway, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Sheldon:  St. Paul, Pr. Craig Nissen 

+Sibley:  Faith, Pr. Tim Nappe  

Spencer:  Trinity 
   +Strawberry Pt.:  Mission in Christ, Pr. Gary Burkhalter  

Thor:  Ullensvang, Pr. Darryl Landsverk  

Waterville. Old East Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 

Waukon:  Old West Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 
 

+ indicates mission congregation 

 

The Iowa Mission District 
has 36 congregations! 

The following pastors are available for pulpit supply: 
 
Pastor Gary Burkhalter—815-394-9309 (Sundays) 
Pastor Duane Marburger—563-506-3191 
Pastor Jean Rabary—563-608-2044 
Pastor David Steffenson—253-302-9845 (Sundays) 
Pastor Paul Weeg- -641-381-0675 
Pastor Ian Wolfe—402-960-3882 

Congregations of the Iowa Mission District 
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