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THE  EMPTY  TOMB 
 

"And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 
but when they went in they did not find the body." 

~Luke 24:2-3 
 
 

 In the recent movie, "Risen," the plot is put in motion by the discovery of Jesus' empty tomb.  It 
is treated as a kind of reverse murder mystery -- only here the subject, Jesus, is dead to begin with, but 
disappears and is rumored to be alive.  "Who dun it?" and "How?" are the questions to be answered -- 
along with the overriding question, "Are the rumors true?"  It is an effective way to present the Easter 
story and remains fairly true to the Gospel accounts. 
 One of the mysteries presented in the movie is "How was the stone moved, and who moved it?"  
Certainly this was the first question that occurred to the women when they came to the tomb early in 
the morning.  But another question might be, "Why?"  Why was the stone moved in the first place?  
Was it to let Jesus out?  In subsequent appearances to the disciples, it would seem that the risen Jesus 
does not need to have doors or walls  -- or even stones -- to be moved in order for Him to enter or leave 
wherever He wishes.  At least twice, He appears to the disciples without bothering to open the doors 
they have closed, and disappears from them in the same way. 
 Perhaps the stone was moved not to let Jesus out, but to let the women in, so they could see that 
the tomb was empty.  Perhaps the stone was rolled away so the women would see that theirs was a 
futile task -- trying to anoint a dead body that won't stay dead.  "Why do you seek the living among the 
dead?" the angel asks them. 
 In the movie, the Roman tribune, Clavius, who was put in charge of the investigation of the 
empty tomb, and charged by Pilate with the task of finding Jesus' body, comes to see not only his task 
as futile, but eventually comes to see all his former ambitions and goals as empty, as well. 
 In the light of the resurrection, all of our human desires and ambitions -- all of our earth-bound 
goals and accomplishments are made empty and futile.  But they are made empty and futile so that we 
can be filled with something much greater -- the life that is ours in Christ Jesus.  As we are told in 
Colossians,  

 
"If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things that are 
above, not on things that are on earth.  For you have died, and your life is hid 
with Christ in God." 

 
    Christ is risen -- and in Him, we are risen, as well! 

 
Rev. Marshall E. Hahn, Dean, Iowa Mission District, NALC 

A Word from the Dean 
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This and That  
from around the Iowa Mission District 

Donations and Correspondence 
 

Checks sent to the Mission District for support should be made out to the Iowa 
Mission District, NALC, and mailed to Pastor Christopher Staley at PO Box 141, 
St. Ansgar, IA  50472-0141.   
 
Correspondence for Pastor Solveig Zamzow, Mission District Secretary, should be 
sent to PO Box 282, Grafton, IA  50440  
 
Items for the Mission District newsletter (pictures, news, etc.) are best sent via e-

mail to Pastor Barbara Wills at barbaramwills@gmail.com.   

 

August  9-12, 2016—Lutheran Week & NALC 
Convocation in Anaheim, California. 
 

September 17, 2016—Iowa Mission District 
Convocation at Bethany Lutheran Church, 
Laurens, Iowa. 8 am—Coffee; 9 am—Opening 
worship.  Keynote speaker:  The Reverend Doctor 
Amy Schifrin, President of the North American 
Lutheran Seminary. 

 

Upcoming Events 

 Martin Luther writes, “The Bible is alive, it speaks to me; it has feet, it 
runs after me; it has hands, it lays hold of me.”  “Scripture interprets 
Scripture”.  The internal consistency of the Word of God is simply amazing. 
 Two years ago, Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Rochester, MN, 
collectively read the entire New Testament during the 50 Days of Easter.  
This year we decided to celebrate our Lord’s Resurrection, and the gift of His 
Holy Word, by publicly reading the entire New Testament on one day.  We 
began at 6 a.m. on Easter Monday, March 28, and ended shortly after 
midnight the same day.  It was estimated that it would take 16 hours to read 
all 27 Books of the New Testament.  It actually took us 18.25 hours.  
Participants, hearing and reading the Word, ranged in ages from 3 to 87.  
Some participants stayed for most of the day.  Others came and went as their 
schedules dictated.  Refreshments were served, and Bible door prizes were 
distributed.  The public reading of God’s Word took place in the Sanctuary of 
the church where we worship.  The lit Pascal Candle, posted by the lectern 
and Pulpit Bible, served as a reminder that God’s Word is the Light of our 
lives.  Christ is Risen!  He is Risen Indeed!  Alleluia! 
 We know that Luther committed most of Scripture to memory.  He 
sang the Psalms monthly during the hours of prayer, and he read Scripture 
from cover to cover 2-3 times each year.  Luther translated and read the 
Bible, or shall we say, the Bible translated and read Luther, always through 
the lens of Christ.  Whatever Scripture says, from Genesis to Revelation, it 
relates always to Jesus and his saving work.  
 Words cannot capture what happens to a person when they hear, 
read and study the canonical Scriptures.  Lives are transformed and faith is 
created, restored and deepened.  A public reading of the New Testament will 
be back by popular demand in 2017 at Emmanuel Lutheran, on Easter 
Monday (April 17, 2017).  We would like to invite all congregations of the 
NALC to consider joining us in the celebration of Christ’s resurrection, and the 
public reading and hearing of God’s Word; not just on Easter Monday 2017, 
but daily as God’s Word runs after us and lays hold of us.  If you decide to do 
a public reading of God’s Word in your congregation, let us know so we can 
include you in our prayers.   Pastor David Steffenson 
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Congregationally Focused 
Pastor Gary Burkhalter 

Mission in Christ 
Strawberry Point, Iowa 

Proclaiming that as a church we are 
Congregationally Focused can be and often is 
easily misunderstood.  Our propensity to 
misunderstand the concept has a lot to do with 
our inherent brokenness – we are idolaters!  As 
such, we want everything to be about us!  We 
tend to equate it with being membership 
oriented – that everything centers on us as 
“members” of a particular congregation.  Being 
membership oriented sees the purpose of the 
congregation’s existence as being for its own 
sake; concerns center around entitlement: 
maintaining rights and privileges.  
 

But none of that is what underlies the NALC’s 
intention for us being Congregationally 
Focused.  Consider the explanation from the 
NALC’s website:  “The congregation is the 
front line for mission and ministry.  As 
interdependent partners we (the NALC) 
strengthen every local congregation to make it 
(the congregation) the most effective instrument 
possible for accomplishing Christ’s 
purposes.”  (Italics added) 
 

Picking up on military themes used by the 
Apostle Paul, the NALC understands the local 
congregation to be on the front line for mission 
and ministry!  You don’t judge the strength of 
an army by how many officers hang around at 
HQ, but by how many soldiers are on the battle 
lines!  It means that each individual 
congregation, not some large bureaucratic 
entity, is being commissioned, empowered and 
held accountable for the mission of the church.  
It means understanding that our denomination – 
the NALC – is not going to do ministry for us.   
 

It means that the NALC is going to focus on – 
help – our particular congregations understand 
that we are the church.  And if something is 
going to happen in our communities, it’s going 
to be disciples in congregations just like yours 
and mine, moved by the Holy Spirit that are 
going to do it! 
 

It means that every time we hear, see, read 
encounter the words the church, we begin to 
automatically plug in the faces of the disciples 
of Jesus gathered around Word and Sacrament 
beside us every week in our congregations. 
 

It means the NALC is not going to read and 
learn the Scriptures for us; we’re going 
to have to do it ourselves. 

 

It means the NALC is not going teach the 
farmer in the section down the road from 
us about Jesus; we are! 

 

It means the NALC is not going to connect 
with the outcast in Oelwein; we are! 

 

It means the NALC is not going to share the 
forgiveness of Jesus with the broken in 
Brandon; we are! 

 

It means that the NALC is not going to 
proclaim God in Gilmore City; we are! 

 

It means that NALC is not going to grow the 
number of disciples in Des Moines – 
we’re supposed to do that! 

 

The NALC as a denomination exists to 
encourage, enable, and empower us to do these 
things!  Being Congregationally Focused is 
understanding that the local congregation is the 
level where  

the Gospel meets the gravel, 
the enemy is engaged on a day to day basis, 
lives are impacted, 
Jesus is proclaimed, 
and Sins are forgiven. 

 

It’s about buying into the idea that if taking the 
message of forgiveness of sin through Christ 
Jesus does not happen at the congregational 
level, it isn’t going to happen at all!  The 
congregation is not the end in itself; Jesus Christ 
is the Alpha and the Omega; he is the beginning 
and the end.   
 

Thanks be to God! 



Make a Joyful Noise! 
The Hymns We Sing 

 In the midst of the Easter and 
Pentecost seasons—depending on 

when Easter falls—we celebrate 
several “saints days”.  May first is 

celebrated in honor of the apostles 
Philip and James, two of Jesus’ 

disciples who were later martyred for 
their faith.   
 On May 2 we honor 

Athanasius, the Bishop of Alexandria, 
who died on this day in 373.  The 

Athanasian Creed, used by some 
congregations on Trinity Sunday each 

year, was named after this faithful 
servant of Christ 
 A woman saint named 

Monica, is honored on May 4th—a 
date close to Mother’s Day.  Monica 

is well remembered for her ardent 
prayers on behalf of her son, St. 

Augustine, who led a wayward life in 
his early years.  She prayed for his 
conversion, and he was finally 

baptized into the Christian faith at the 
Easter Vigil in 387.  Monica died a 

few months later. 
 As we give thanks for the 

faithful witness of these and other 
saints through the ages, may we 
follow in the their footsteps.  The 

hymn, “Rise Up, O Saints of God!” 
calls us to remain faithful to our Lord 

Jesus, and to turn away from the 
things of this earth that would lead us 

away from Him.  Written in 1977 by 
Norman O. Forness, it was published 
for the first time in the Lutheran Book 

of Worship.  The author was born 
January 5, 1936, in Minot, North 

Dakota, and was raised in Sumner, Washington.  
Forness holds degrees in history and philosophy 

and taught at Gettysburg Collage in 

Pennsylvania throughout most of his career.  He 

died April 2, 2009, in Minot. 
 

Rise Up, O Saints of God! 

 

1. Rise up, O saints of God! 
 From vain ambitions turn; 

 Christ rose triumphant that your hearts 
 With nobler zeal might burn. 

 
2. Speak out, O saints of God! 
 Despair engulfs earth’s frame; 

 As heirs of God’s baptismal grace, 
 His word of hope proclaim. 

 
3. Rise up, O saints of God! 

 His kingdom’s task embrace; 
 Redress sin’s cruel consequence; 
 Give justice larger place. 

 
4. Give heed, O saints of God! 

 Creation cries in pain; 
 Stretch forth your hand of healing now, 

 With love the weak sustain. 
 
5.  Commit your hearts to seek 

 The paths which Christ has trod 
 And quickened by the Spirit’s power, 

 Rise up, O saints of God! 



Iowa Mission District Leadership 
 

Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean—stolafparish@neitel.net  
Pastor Solveig Zamzow, Secretary—PastorZ@wctatel.net 
Pastor Christopher Staley, Treasurer—cbstaley@netins.net 
 
Executive Council Members: 
Pastor Darryl Landsverk—blcpd@wccta.net 
Pastor Allen Hermeier—handahermeier@mchsi.com 
Pastor Barbara Wills—barbaramwills@gmail.com 
Brent Bruns—bvbruns@neitel.net 
Sheldon Bieri—5somewhere@laurens-ia.com  
Gregory Olson—golson@ruthventel.com  
 
Newsletter Editor:  Pastor Barbara Wills—barbarawills@mchsi.com  

 

Ackley:  Our Saviour’s, Dan Buhs, Lay Minister  

Allison:  New Life, Galen Eiben, Lay Minister 

+Atlantic:  Holy Trinity—Pr. Paul Breddin, Interim 

Avoca:  Trinity, Pr. Eric Meissner 

Badger:  Badger Lutheran, Pr. Scott Meier 

Bode:  St. Olaf Lutheran, Call Process 

Boyden:  St. John, Pr. Dan Hart  

Dorchester:  Waterloo Ridge, Pr. Allen Hermeier 

Eagle Grove:  Evangelical Lutheran, Pr. Jason Cooper 

Eagle Grove:  Samuel Lutheran, Pr.  Rich Taylor 

Ellsworth:  Trinity, Call Process 

Emmons, MN:  Emmons, Pr. Christopher Martin 

Gilmore City:  First, Call Process 

Grafton:  Emmanuel, Pr. Solveig Zamzow 

Gunder:  Marion, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

+Huxley:  Shepherd of the Prairie, Scott Licht, Lay 
Minister  

Laurens:  Bethany, Pr. Jerry Wittmus  

Manchester:  First, Pr. Tony D. Ede 

+Monona, Faith:  Pr. Melvin Harris 

+Northwood:  Peace, Pr. Barbara Wills 

Palmer:  St. John’s,  

Plainfield:  St. John, Pr. Kim Thacker 

Readlyn: St. Matthew, Pr. Mark Lund 

Readlyn:  Zion, Pr. Mark Lund 

+Robins:  Servants of Christ, Pr. Ron Voss 

+Rochester, MN:  Emmanuel,  Pr. David Steffenson 

Ruthven:  Zion, Pr. Thomas Summerfield  

St. Ansgar:  First, Pr. Christopher Staley 

St. Olaf:  Norway, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Sheldon:  St. Paul, Pr. Craig Nissen 

+Sibley:  Faith, Pr. Tim Nappe  

Spencer:  Trinity 
   +Strawberry Pt.:  Mission in Christ, Pr. Gary Burkhalter  

Thor:  Ullensvang, Pr. Darryl Landsverk  

Waterville. Old East Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 

Waukon:  Old West Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 
 

+ indicates mission congregation 

 

The Iowa Mission District 
has 36 congregations! 

The following pastors are available for pulpit supply: 
 
Pastor Gary Burkhalter—815-394-9309 (Sundays) 
Pastor Duane Marburger—563-506-3191 
Pastor Jean Rabary—563-608-2044 
Pastor David Steffenson—253-302-9845 (Sundays) 
Pastor Paul Weeg- -641-381-0675 
 

Congregations of the Iowa Mission District 
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