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LITTLE LOWER THAN THE ANGELS 
 

“Woe to him who strives with his Maker, an earthly vessel with the potter! 
Does the clay say to him who fashions it, “What are you making”? or  
“Your work has no handle”?       - Isaiah 45:9 

 
 Ever since the serpent said to Eve in the Garden, “Did God say…?” we have been tempted to call into 
question God’s sovereign will over our lives.  Ever since the tempter promised “You shall be like God, 
knowing good and evil” we have been drawn to say to God, “Not thy will, but mine be done.” 
 The story of Adam and Eve’s disobedience in Genesis 3 is traditionally termed “The Fall of Man”.  Yet 
this act of primal disobedience is not so much a ‘fall’ as it is a ‘rebellion’.  Adam and Eve seek to dethrone 
God and place themselves in His place – to be their own ‘gods’.  This is the root of all temptation and sin – 
the denial of God’s authority and will in our lives and the desire to be an authority unto ourselves – to be 
‘like god’. 
 Our modern world has embraced this desire with a vengeance.  With each new discovery in science and 
medicine, with each new advance in our understanding of the world around and within us, there is the 
accompanying temptation to consider ourselves the masters of all that is.  With each new success in our 
attempts to manipulate the created things of this world, there is the temptation to see ourselves not as 
creature, but creator.  For years we have seen this temptation at work in our relationship to the environment, 
where we have often been the exploiters of nature rather than the caretakers. 
 Today, we are encouraged to follow this temptation even with respect to our own human nature.  Even 
our identity as male and female is asserted to be something that is a construct of human origin, which can be 
altered by our own imagination and declaration.  The modern politics of transgenderism may seem to have 
arisen out of nowhere, but it is really part and parcel of that original temptation to be self-creating ‘gods’. 
 Recently, a group of Christian theologians have sought to address the modern version of this age-old 
temptation in a public statement of Christian teaching they have termed the Salzburg Declaration.  A copy of 
this statement was published on the June NALC Newsletter at http://thenalc.org/statements-and-letters/
#salzburg.  Bishop John Bradosky and Emeritus Bishop Paull Spring have each endorsed this statement and 
recommended it for study within the NALC.   
 The statement’s primary author is the German Lutheran scholar, Rev. Dr. Werner Neuer.  The inspiration 
for its development came from an address given to the German parliament in 2011 by the former pontiff, 
Benedict XVI.  In this speech Benedict called for an “ecology of man”, saying: 

“Man too has a nature that he must respect and that he cannot manipulate at will. Man is not merely 
self-creating freedom. Man does not create himself.  He is intellect and will, but he is also nature, and 
his will is rightly ordered if he respects his nature, listens to it and accepts himself for who he is, as 
one who did not create himself.” 

 To be sure, the accomplishments of human ingenuity over the last hundred years have been nothing short 
of amazing.  Yet, for the Psalmist, even the exaltation of humanity as being “little lower than the angels” is 
not cause for prideful arrogance, but it is an occasion, once again, to offer praise to God.   
 “O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is thy name in all the earth!”  
 

Rev. Marshall E. Hahn, Dean, Iowa Mission District, NALC 

A Word from the Dean 
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This and That  
from around the Iowa Mission District 

On January 27, 1891, Bethany Lutheran Church 
of Laurens, Iowa was born with 47 charter members 
having names like Anderson, Blomgren, Johnson, 
Carlson, Selander, Gustafson, Edmonds, and Seagren. 
Bethany Lutheran Church began with the name: 
Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Bethania Church. 

Earlier this year Bethany kicked off a year-long 
celebration with a special worship service on January 
24, 2016. We worked to make this service as 
traditional as we could to the early years of Bethany’s 
existence. Of course we could not replicate the 
Swedish language services of that time! English 
services were added in 1910, with English becoming 
exclusive in 1933. 

 In 2016 Bethany has had something relating 
to the 125th anniversary every month. We have had 
historic presentations about congregational milestones, 
people, and our building(s) that have been, and will be 
shared during worship services throughout this year. 
We will host the 2016 convocation of the Iowa Mission 
District of the North American Lutheran Church 
(NALC) as part of our festivities on September 17, 
2016. This meeting will bring over 100 fellow NALC 
Lutherans from the state of Iowa to Laurens for the 
day. 

 Our celebration reached a crescendo with a 
special worship service on June 12, 2016. Current 
members, former pastors, NALC dignitaries, and 
former members will be in attendance. Special music, a 

Bethany Lutheran Church  
Celebrating 125 Years in 2016 

hymn sing, sharing of memories, birthday cake, and 
a catered dinner for the above mentioned folks plus 
some special invitees participated in this day. Our 
Quasquicentennial celebration will conclude with 
the final worship service of 2016 on December 25, 
2016. What a glorious day to end on! 

 We continue to “spruce up” our building 
and grounds, with some paint, elbow grease and 
cleaning supplies, and plants and flowers for this 
celebration, all to the glory of God who has blessed 
our congregation for the past 125 years. Happy 
birthday Bethany, Soli Deo Gloria! 

 Along with our brothers and sisters of Zion 
Lutheran Church in Ruthven, Iowa, the members of 
Bethany Lutheran Church wish to extend a special 
invitation to all of the congregations of the Iowa 
Mission District of the North American Lutheran 
Church to come to Laurens for the Iowa Mission 
District’s Convocation on September 17, 2016. We 
will have the coffee on by 8:00 AM and worship 
will be at 9:00 AM. Rev. Dr. Amy C. Schrifrin, 
President of the North American Lutheran 
Seminary, will be our keynote speaker and deliver 
the worship sermon. Please come to worship, learn, 
and fellowship with the Iowa Mission District on 
the 17th of September as Bethany Lutheran Church 
continues to celebrate its 125th anniversary, 
“Founded on Faith, Focused on the Future”. 

      ~Sheldon Bieri 

Pastor Mark Chavez 



Upcoming Events 
 
 

August  9-12, 2016—Lutheran Week & NALC Convocation in Anaheim, California. 
 

August 6-7, 2016—Waterloo Ridge Old-Time Threshing & Worship Service 1:00—4:00 
p.m. on Saturday; 10:00 a.m. worship on Sunday.  Events will be at 2874 Northview 
Road, Dorchester, Iowa. 
 

September 17, 2016—Iowa Mission District Convocation at Bethany Lutheran Church, 
Laurens, Iowa. 8 am—Coffee; 9 am—Opening worship.  Keynote speaker:  The 
Reverend Doctor Amy Schifrin, President of the North American Lutheran Seminary. 

“This and That ….”  continued 

Members of Bethany Lutheran Church 
wait in the fellowship hall prior to 
worship as the catered meal is being 
prepared kitchen. 

Folks at the registration table in 
the narthex had mementos of 
Bethany’s 125th celebration   Above, the ecumenical bell choir 

from Laurens, Iowa, prepares for 
the worship prelude on June 12, 
2016, at Bethany’s 125th 
celebration. 

Pastor Wendy Berthelsen, author and speaker, presented a 
workshop at Zion Lutheran Church in Ruthven on July 19th 
entitled “Spiritual Gifts and God’s Callings.”  Pastor 
Berthelsen  presented guided questions, Biblical wisdom and 
insightful diagrams for understanding how you’ve been 
uniquely created and guided by God.   She is the founder and 
president of Call Inc., a Christian nonprofit ministry, and 
author of several books .  Her web site is www.callinc.org .
         ~Gregory Olson 

Pr. Al (Bud) Hock, STS, will celebrate his 
98th birthday on August 9th.  Pr. Hock is 
the oldest ordained pastor in the North 
American Lutheran Church.  For all his 
many successes, he has managed to fail 
miserably at retirement: he still delivers 
newspapers, leads several Bible studies 
weekly, and preaches every weekend at the 
local Lutheran retirement home where he 
lives!  Pr. Hock is a member of Mission in 
Christ Lutheran Church in Strawberry 
Point, Iowa.   ~Pr. Gary Burkhalter 

http://www.callinc.org/


(The following message from Hans was taken from the 
summer issue of the North American Seminary 
newsletter.  The picture is from his Facebook page.  He 
mentions Faith Lutheran in Monona and the Iowa 
Mission District specifically in his letter, so I’m taking 
the liberty of sharing this with you all.) 
 
 THANK YOU! To all my brothers and sisters in 
the NALC, I want to say thank you and send you 
greetings from the North American Lutheran Seminary 
(NALS). I can’t tell you how much it means to me that 
our denomination decided to create its own program for 
theological education. I started out at a different 
seminary but when the program at the Seminary Center 
in Ambridge was getting up and running, I jumped at 
the opportunity to come here to learn from some of the 
most talented teachers and thinkers we have in the 
Lutheran church. And my time here has been a 
blessing. I wanted to share that with you, to let you 
know that your prayerful decision to create this 
program is doing great things in the lives of our 
seminarians. As a member of the most recent 
graduating class here in Ambridge, I want to ask you 
for your help. Having had the opportunity take classes 
from a variety of Lutheran faculty as well as taking 
classes from our ecumenical partners at Trinity School 
for Ministry, I wanted to let you know that there is 
something very special happening here at the NALS. 
The students are being formed into sound, confessional, 
prayerful thinkers who are focused on the proclamation 
of the Gospel for the life of the Church and the world.  
 The first thing that you can do to help is to 
continue to hold the NALS (teachers, staff, and 
students) in prayer. The continued prayerful support for 
the life of the seminary is always revealing itself, and it 
has been a joy to witness that in the community and to 
have experienced myself being sustained through the 
larger community of prayer. The next thing you can do 
is to give to the seminary. The NALS program has an 
eye out to try to lower the expenses and debt that 
seminarians incur during their education, and 
seminarians rely on the support of the church in order 
to take up this calling. The last thing I want to ask you 
to do is going to take some time. One of the questions 
that we asked of ourselves as a denomination when we 
took the initiative to create our own program for 
theological education was, “Where will our pastors 
come from?” The NALS is the answer to the question 
of “What is the best thing we can do to train our pastors 
for the future?” The answer of where pastors come 
from is that they come from somewhere else before 
they go to seminary! It is through the guidance of 

faithful people 
across the church 
that those future 
pastors will begin 
their journey to 
seminary and 
beyond. So the thing 
I want to prayerfully 
ask your help with 
is not just finding 
the next pastor for a 
congregation, or 
finding one person 
whom you think 
should go to seminary. I want to ask for your help in 
thinking about the future of our church. I can remember 
people in my life, going back to when I was in grade 
school, who would mention something or nudge me in 
this direction, and I’m praying that as a church, as the 
whole church, we can all begin to do this. I’m not just 
asking you to help find students who want to start 
seminary next year, I’m asking you to start praying for 
and nurturing the students who will start in 5, 10, 15 
years. Seminary education is built over generations and 
it is not too early for all of us to start thinking about 
who is going to follow this year’s NALS graduating 
class a decade from now — because those young 
women and men may be sitting in a pew this summer 
and looking forward to finishing Confirmation next 
year, or helping out with VBS, or looking for a job at a 
Bible Camp.  Finally, I’m going to say “thank you” 
again. I want to thank my home church, Faith Lutheran 
in Monona, Iowa, for their continued prayers and 
support. I want to thank the Iowa Mission District for 
their support while I’ve been in seminary. I want to 
thank Trinity School for Ministry for being gracious 
and generous hosts to the Lutheran community studying 
in Ambridge. I want to thank the Lutheran faculty at the 
NALS who are continuously working to prepare the 
pastors of the future to confess the faith. Finally, I want 
to thank the congregations and mission districts of the 
NALC for your continued prayer and support for your 
seminary. This is a new thing in the life of the NALC 
and I am praying that what is happening here at the 
NALS will continue to have a positive effect in the life 
of the church as a generation of pastors and workers in 
God’s church can go out from here to proclaim the 
Gospel. 
 
Peace and Blessings,  
Hans Tolpingrud  
NALS Class of 2016  

A Seminarian Gives Thanks!  



Never Alone 
 

Pastor Barbara Wills 
Peace Lutheran Church 

Northwood, Iowa 

 Following Jesus’ crucifixion, His disciples 
went into hiding, gathered together in a locked 
room, frightened of the religious authorities.  And 
that’s where Jesus found them following His 
resurrection.  (John 20:19)   

 After Jesus’ ascension, the disciples gathered 
together again in the upper room where they had 
been staying (Acts 1:12 ff) and conducted their first 
act of “business” in what was to become the 
Church—choosing a replacement for Judas 
Iscariot among “the twelve”.  This they did with 
prayer before casting lots.  In the ten days that 
followed they continued to gather in one place 
(Acts 2:1)—not just “the twelve” but other 
followers as well:  men and women; young and 
old.  Gathered together, they prayed as they 
awaited the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise of the 
Holy Spirit.  And so it was, that when the day of 
Pentecost came, the words of the prophet Joel 
were fulfilled:  “And in the last days it shall be, 
God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon 
all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, 
and your old men shall dream dreams….”   (Acts 

2:17)   

 When Jesus began His ministry three years 
before this, He called people to follow Him.  He 
didn’t call just one person, He called many.  And 
He called them to be together, where (after He left 
them) they were to abide in Him—together—as 
branches on a vine:  to be instructed by His 
teachings, to be witnesses to His love, to be 
nourished by His Body and Blood in the New 
Covenant, and to care for one another as He had 
cared for them while still on earth.  And it was to 
these gathered, praying followers that Jesus sent 
His Holy Spirit. 

 From the very beginning, those who follow 
Christ have been called together for worship, 
prayer, and the nourishment received in Word and 
Sacrament.  We are not alone in our struggles as 
God’s people, nor were we ever meant to be 
alone.  Our Lord is present, as He promised to be 

(Matthew 28:20), and we are to be present with each 
other, loving each other as our Lord loves us (John 

13:34). 

 The recognition of Christ’s presence with us, 
the love he commands us to share, and the need to 
support each other in our faith underline the 
importance of gathering regularly and often to 
invoke the name of our Lord—Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit.  We do this in congregations, person-
to-person, in “real time”.  Worship is not about 
“warm fuzzies” or entertainment.  It is about 
holding fast to our faith in the Lord Jesus; 
learning to love others as He has commanded; 
confessing our sins and hearing His gracious 
words of forgiveness; singing His praises at the 
top of our voices in gratitude for His grace and 
mercy; being nourished at His table with the true 
Bread of His body and blood—broken and shed 
for us; forgiving our sisters and brothers for the 
sake of Christ and for the building up of His 
Body, the Church. 

 Being members of the Body of Christ in our 
congregations means sacrificing our own desires 
in order to serve our Lord by caring for each other 
(Matthew 25:40).  Only in Him can we really know 
what it means to have life in all its fullness.  The 
apostle Paul spoke of the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
(1 Corinthians 12:1-11) and the fruits of the Spirit 
(Galatians 5:22-24)—those abilities and gifts given 
to us to use for the “building up of the body of 
Christ” (1 Corinthians 12:24b-27; Ephesians 4:12).  We 
can only do this if we are vital and active 
members of our congregations, and we can only 
witness faithfully when those outside the Church 
see us faithfully living the love our Lord has 
given us:  He said, “By this all men will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.”  (John 13:35)  No human programs or 
techniques will ever be as effective in bringing 
people to Christ as the Holy Spirit is when He 
works through God’s people who gather 
frequently in worship and go forth faithfully to 
share His love. 



Make a Joyful Noise! 
The Hymns We Sing 

 As noted in last month’s focus on the hymns we 
sing, there are services in the Lutheran Book of 
Worship for gathering at various times of the day to 
give thanks and praise to the Lord.  Sections of the 
LBW also offer a selection of hymns that may be used, 
particularly in the morning and evening—each of 
which has its own section in the hymnal.  During the 
middle of the day—noon or afternoon—we may find 
hymns that reflect a particular focus of our worship, 
whether it be a corporate gathering or a personal time 
of devotion.  Many hymns are grouped by topic, as 
noted throughout the hymn section above the numbers. 
 However, many hymns may address more than 
one “topic”.  On pages 932-939, the hymns are also 
listed in an index to help us find the one that reflects 
our particular need.  Having a bad day?  There are 
sections on “Comfort and Rest”, “Assurance”, “Inner 
Life”, and other uplifting themes.  Is your faith at low 
ebb?  You can find hymns that focus on “Aspiration”, 
“Witness”, Commitment” or “Justification.”  Perhaps 
you’ve gathered with others for a brief service before 
setting out on a trip, to give thanks for a special event in 
your family, or to seek the Lord’s help for someone 
who is ill or struggling with a difficult situation.  You 
are sure to find an appropriate hymn for your particular 
need.  (And if you “can’t sing”, read the words!)   
 A hymn that seems to be a favorite of many 

Christians, and one that is probably sung in 
congregations of every denomination, is “What a 
Friend We Have in Jesus”.  It was written by Joseph 
Medlicott Scriven in 1855, apparently to comfort his 
mother during a time of sorrow.   
 Born September 10, 1819, in Ireland, Scriven’s 
father was a captain in the Royal Marines.  Although 

he wanted to follow in his father’s footsteps, his ill 
health forced him to abandon that dream.  Instead, 
he became a school teacher and emigrated to 
Canada.  A member of the Plymouth Brethren, 

Scriven sought to live a life fully committed to 
Christian service.  He died October 10, 1886, a 
victim of drowning. 
 

What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
 

What a friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
Ev’rything to God in prayer! 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 
Oh, what needless pain we bear— 
All because we do not carry 
Ev’rything to God in prayer! 
 

Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged— 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful 
Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness— 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 

Are we weak and heavy-laden, 
Cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge— 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do your friends despise, forsake you? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
In his arms he’ll take and shield you; 
You will find a solace there. 

Donations and Correspondence 
 

Checks sent to the Mission District for support should be made out to the Iowa Mission 
District, NALC, and mailed to Pastor Christopher Staley at PO Box 141, St. Ansgar, 
IA  50472-0141.   
 

Correspondence for Pastor Solveig Zamzow, Mission District Secretary, should be sent 
to PO Box 282, Grafton, IA  50440  
 

Items for the Mission District newsletter (pictures, news, etc.) are best sent via e-mail to 

Pastor Barbara Wills at barbaramwills@gmail.com.   

mailto:barbaramwills@gmail.com


Iowa Mission District Leadership 
 

Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean—stolafparish@neitel.net  
Pastor Solveig Zamzow, Secretary—PastorZ@wctatel.net 
Pastor Christopher Staley, Treasurer—cbstaley@netins.net 
 
Executive Council Members: 
Pastor Darryl Landsverk—blcpd@wccta.net 
Pastor Allen Hermeier—handahermeier@mchsi.com 
Pastor Barbara Wills—barbaramwills@gmail.com 
Brent Bruns—bvbruns@neitel.net 
Sheldon Bieri—5somewhere@laurens-ia.com  
Gregory Olson—golson@ruthventel.com  
 
Newsletter Editor:  Pastor Barbara Wills—barbarawills@mchsi.com  

 

Ackley:  Our Saviour’s, Dan Buhs, Lay Minister  

Allison:  New Life, Galen Eiben, Lay Minister 

+Atlantic:  Holy Trinity—Call Process 

Avoca:  Trinity, Pr. Eric Meissner 

Badger:  Badger Lutheran, Pr. Scott Meier 

Bode:  St. Olaf Lutheran, Call Process 

Boyden:  St. John, Pr. Dan Hart  

Dorchester:  Waterloo Ridge, Pr. Allen Hermeier 

Eagle Grove:  Evangelical Lutheran, Pr. Jason Cooper 

Eagle Grove:  Samuel Lutheran, Pr.  Rich Taylor 

Ellsworth:  Trinity,  Pastor Jon Rollefson  

Emmons, MN:  Emmons, Pr. Christopher Martin 

Gilmore City:  First, Call Process 

Grafton:  Emmanuel, Pr. Solveig Zamzow 

Gunder:  Marion, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

+Huxley:  Shepherd of the Prairie, Scott Licht, Lay 
Minister  

Laurens:  Bethany, Pr. Jerry Wittmus  

Manchester:  First, Pr. Tony D. Ede 

+Monona, Faith:  Pr. Melvin Harris 

+Northwood:  Peace, Pr. Barbara Wills 

Palmer:  St. John’s,  

Plainfield:  St. John, Pr. Kim Thacker 

Readlyn: St. Matthew, Pr. Mark Lund 

Readlyn:  Zion, Pr. Mark Lund 

+Robins:  Servants of Christ, Pr. Ron Voss 

+Rochester, MN:  Emmanuel,  Pr. David Steffenson 

Ruthven:  Zion, Pr. Thomas Summerfield  

St. Ansgar:  First, Pr. Christopher Staley 

St. Olaf:  Norway, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Sheldon:  St. Paul, Pr. Craig Nissen 

+Sibley:  Faith, Pr. Tim Nappe  

Spencer:  Trinity 
   +Strawberry Pt.:  Mission in Christ, Pr. Gary Burkhalter  

Thor:  Ullensvang, Pr. Darryl Landsverk  

Waterville. Old East Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 

Waukon:  Old West Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 
 

+ indicates mission congregation 

 

The Iowa Mission District 
has 36 congregations! 

The following pastors are available for pulpit supply: 
 
Pastor Gary Burkhalter—815-394-9309 (Sundays) 
Pastor Duane Marburger—563-506-3191 
Pastor Jean Rabary—563-608-2044 
Pastor David Steffenson—253-302-9845 (Sundays) 
Pastor Paul Weeg- -641-381-0675 
 

Congregations of the Iowa Mission District 
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