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North American Lutheran Church 

2014 Convocation 

 

 On July 24-25, 2014, pastors and lay delegates from congregations around the North 

American continent will gather at The Citadel in Charleston, South Carolina, to conduct the 

business of the North American Lutheran Church.  The Iowa Mission District has been well 

represented at our annual convocations during the past few years and congregations are 

encouraged to send their pastors and lay delegates again this year.  One of the wonderful and 

unique things about our Church body is that every congregation and every pastor is able to 

participate in the decision-making process.  We are a mission driven church, and part of that 

mission involves active participation by all congregations.  Unlike denominations whose 

structures preclude the possibility of all congregations having a direct voice in what goes on in 

the “larger” church, our denomination welcomes and encourages this participation.  We are all 

members of the Body of Christ, as Paul refers to the church in 1 Corinthians 12.  No one is 

unimportant, and everyone is needed:  “For the body does not consist of one member but of 

many.  If the foot should say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I don not belong to the body,’ that 

would not make it any less a part of the body….  If the whole body were an eye, where would be 

the hearing? … Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.”  (12:14-15, 

17a, 27) 

 Therefore, if you have not yet registered, please do so.  If you think you can’t afford it, 

consider what happens when people fail to exercise the privilege and responsibility of their 

positions—the freedom of worship in this country is being challenged because we are not using 

that privilege or speaking out for it; apathy in the church opens the door to erroneous teachings 

in the church.  Can we afford NOT 

to attend our annual convocations? 

 You may register online at 

the following link:  http://

thenalc.org/  If you prefer to send a 

check rather than use a credit or 

debit card, you may still send the 

registration online and follow-up 

with a check—although they ask for 

a check number the registration will 

go through without it. 

 Hope to see you in 

Charleston July 24th! 

 

http://www.lutheransonline.com/iowamissiondistrict/


Reaching the Unreached 
Pastor Tim Nappe 

Faith Lutheran Church, Sibley, Iowa 

 It began back in 1995.  Pastor Rodney Hinrichs and his wife Malinda had been feeling 

drawn to begin a ministry in Ghana, West Africa.  They were concerned about the 15,000 

villages across Northern Ghana that had never had any exposure to Christianity.  There was no 

Christian church, no Christian voice, not a single Christian convert.   

 These 15,000 villages were primarily located in the Northern half of the country of 

Ghana.  Across this region, there were 27 unreached tribes and over 50 different languages and 

dialects. The primary religions were Islam and animistic, ethnic religions that had been passed 

down for generations.   

 Their prayer and desire was to train local Ghanaians, both men and women, who would 

then be willing to carry the Gospel into these areas.  They would live among the people, learn 

their local dialect, and share the good news of Jesus Christ with them.   

 Over the years, there have been some disappointments along with many successes!  

Today, there are 22 missionaries in Ghana, Togo, and Cote d’Ivoire.  There are also a few 

congregations being established in Benin and Burkina Faso.  

 Over the last 12 years, about 150 congregations have been started with more than 6,000 

people gathering in these congregations weekly for prayer, praise, worship, and sharing of the 

Word of God!  These are congregations being started in villages where God’s Word has not 

been shared and where the name of Jesus has not been lifted up before!  God is faithful!  And it 

is exciting to see what He is able to accomplish through the faithfulness of His people! 

 For 20 years Pastor Rodney and Malinda Hinrichs have carried out this work on their 

own, visiting congregations, sharing their story, and soliciting contributions for the support of 

their ministry called Reaching the Unreached.  They have also carried on the same type of 

ministry in India, primarily among the Banjara tribes. 

 But now in their mid-70’s, they are feeling the need to hand off the work to others and 

step aside, offering their wisdom and prayer support to new leadership. 

 That is where Bev and I entered the picture.  I first met Rodney and Malinda two years 

ago and got acquainted with their work.  I was able to visit with them and began to pray with 

and for them in the ministry.  They invited us to 

come with them on their annual two week 

excursion to Ghana and Togo to meet the 

missionaries and share in some of the teaching 

and encouragement that they do each year. 

 In September of 2013, Bev and I 

accompanied them to Ghana and Togo.  We 

were able to share in worship in these 

congregations and I had the opportunity to 

preach on multiple occasions.  We witnessed 

the vibrancy of their faith and the joy and 

exuberance of their worship!  They were 

anxious to hear God’s Word and eager to gather 

in His presence.  In one village, we were 

privileged to go down to the river with the 
Above:  A recent picture of the missionaries and 

their families.  They are evangelizing and starting 

congregations in Ghana, Togo, and Cote d’Ivoire. 



congregation after worship to witness 16 baptisms, as new people joined the Kingdom! 

 There were numerous testimonies of God’s activity in their lives, bringing healing, 

performing miracles, and answering prayers.  They were eager to share their faith with us and 

assured us that they were praying for us, while they also asked that we would be praying for 

them. 

 Bev and I, after prayer and discussion with Rodney and Malinda, have consented to step 

into the leadership of Reaching the Unreached, beginning in January of 2015.  We are planning 

to travel with them on another 2 week trip to Ghana in September of 2014.  There we will have 

another training, teaching, encouraging week with the missionaries and help to answer 

questions that they might have about the oversight of the churches under their responsibility. 

 They continue to extend the Kingdom of God into new villages and share the Good 

News with others who are hearing the gospel for the first time.  Just this year, several more 

villages have been reached and new congregations been established.  We will hear reports from 

each of the missionaries, gather information about their progress, hear about any adversity that 

they face, and offer our support and encouragement as they carry out their work. 

 We ask for your prayers and support. If you would be interested in hearing more about 

Reaching the Unreached or supporting the work, we would love to hear from you!  We are in 

the process of transitioning the leadership of the organization. 

 My name is Pastor Tim Nappe and my wife’s name is Bev.  We will be taking 

responsibility for Reaching the Unreached – West Africa.  Our contact information is: 

 Harbor of Joy and Faith Lutheran Churches,  

 PO Box 464, Milford, IA  51351 

 Cell Phone:  712-331-4245 

 Email:  pastortim.milford@gmail.com 

 Webpage:  www.reachingtheunreached.org 

  

 Pastor Dan and Marji Cloeter will be taking the leadership responsibility for Reaching 

the Unreached – India.  Their contact information is: 

St. Paul Lutheran,  

531 South Polk, Osceola, NE  68651 

Phone:  402-747-5411 

Email:  dmcloeter@yahoo.com 

Webpage:  www.reachingtheunreached.org 

 

 We would be happy to share any information that we have with you.  If you would like 

to be added to our mailing list, please contact us and we will be sure to include you on our list.  

Thank you for your interest, prayers, and support.  God’s blessings, while we continue the work 

of Reaching the Unreached, wherever they might be! 

Peaceful Iowa Excursion Surprise Potluck Picnic 

Peace Lutheran Church in Northwood hosts “Peaceful Iowa 

Excursions” at least once each year as a time of fellowship and 

learning for our members and visitors.  On Pentecost Sunday we 

gathered after our worship service and morning Bible study to 

caravan to an undisclosed place for a “picnic”.  It turned out to be 

at the farm home of one of our members!  We had a delightful 

time together, ate delicious food, and have considered making the 

Pentecost Potluck Picnic a congregational tradition! 
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Upcoming Events 
 
    

July 24-25, 2014—NALC Convocation in  
Charleston, SC 
 

August 8-9—Iowa Mission District Conference 
on House Churches.  Pastor Gemechis Buba, 
presenter.  More information will be coming. 
 

October 11, 2014—Iowa Mission District 
Convocation at Emmanuel Lutheran, Grafton 
(northeast of Mason City). 

The Lutheran 
Confessions 

    

Possibly the best known—or 
at least recognized—document in The Book 
of Concord is Luther’s Small Catechism.  
Countless numbers of Lutherans have 
memorized this document in catechism 
classes and seminary training.  Phrases that 
are uniquely understood by Lutherans, 
such as “What does this mean?” and “This 
is most certainly true,” come from the pages 
of The Catechism. 
 What many Lutherans may not 
know, is that The Catechism is part of the 
body of Lutheran Confessions in The Book 
of Concord or just how The Catechism came 
to hold such a central place in Lutheran 
tradition. 
 In the Church of the Middle Ages, 
Bible study was unheard of, and worship 
services were conducted in Latin.  Many 
times there was no sermon.  Scriptures 
were available only in Latin, Greek (New 
Testament) or Hebrew (Old Testament).  
Martin Luther, who was university 
educated (universities were religious 
institutions) and knew these ancient 
languages, seems to have been unfamiliar 
with much of the Bible during his younger 
years.  Even after becoming a monk and 
priest, he struggled with his own sense of 
sin and inadequacy before God, and worked 
hard to earn his salvation because he was 
unaware of the concept of God’s grace and 
forgiveness in Christ Jesus. 
 It was only after Luther’s confessor, 
almost in despair, gave him the job of 
teaching a course on Paul’s letter to the 
church in Rome, that Luther finally came to 
understand that our righteousness is not 
something we must earn, but a gift from 
our Lord Jesus.  It was a discovery that 
changed Luther’s life, and the whole of 
western civilization. 
 As time went on, Luther became 
more and more aware of how little ordinary 
people knew, not only about the Bible, but 

about the basic teachings of the Christian 
faith.  He translated the Bible into German so 
it could be read by ordinary people, and he 
wrote scathing condemnations of pastors and 
bishops who had failed in their responsibility 
to teach the faith.  He was appalled that 
parents were not teaching the faith to their 
children in  their homes. 
 To combat this great ignorance, 
Luther began writing down explanations of 
the Ten Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed 
and The Lord’s Prayer.  He wrote about Holy 
Baptism and the Sacrament of the Altar 
(Holy Communion) and what these 
Sacraments mean.  Eventually, in May, 1529, 
the Small Catechism was made available in 
an illustrated booklet.  Luther’s intent for the 
Small Catechism was that it would be used in 
homes, as a tool to help parents teach the 
Christian faith to their children. 
 We again live in a time when 
ignorance of our faith is at a crisis point.  Too 
often people describe themselves as Christian 
without knowing what that means.  Even 
folks who have been raised in the church 
often can’t describe the difference between 
Lutherans, Baptists, Methodists or 
Presbyterians.  The faith we hope to pass on 
to our children must be taught in the home as 
well as the Sunday School and Confirmation 
classrooms.  The Small Catechism is still the 
primary tool for doing this. 
 
 

(Information and excerpts from  The Book of Concord,  as 
translated and edited by Theodore G. Tappert.) 



Mission District News 
 

 The Mission District newsletter is an 

important way for the congregations of the 

Iowa Mission District to stay connected.  

We hope you will make use of this 

publication to share news from your 

congregation.  Please e-mail pictures and 

information you would like to share to 

Pastor Barbara Wills at 

barbarawills@mchsi.com.   

 The newsletter may be printed by 

each congregation and distributed to 

members, copied directly into your 

congregational newsletter, and/or forwarded 

to those who have e-mail addresses.  We 

hope the newsletter will be helpful in 

providing mutual support and exchange of 

information among the congregations in our 

mission district.   

Iowa Mission District Leadership 
 

Pastor Ken Kimball, Dean—pastrken@acegroup.cc 

Pastor Marshall Hahn, Secretary—stolafparish@neitel.net  

Pastor Christopher Staley, Treasurer—cbstaley@netins.net 
 

Executive Council Members: 

Pastor Darryl Landsverk—blcpd@wccta.net 

Pastor Barbara Wills—barbarawills@mchsi.com 

Pastor Solveig Zamzow—PastorZ@wctatel.net 

Brent Bruns—bvbruns@neitel.net 

Sheldon Bieri—5somewhere@laurens-ia.com  
Gregory Olson—golson@ruthventel.com  
 

Newsletter Editor:  Pastor Barbara Wills—barbarawills@mchsi.com  

The Iowa Mission  District 

now has 34 congregations! 

Congregations  Relating to the 

Iowa Mission District 
 

+Rochester, MN:  Emmanuel,  Pr. David 
Steffenson 

Congregations of the Iowa Mission District 
 

Ackley:  Our Saviour’s, Pr. Kris Snyder 

+Atlantic:  Holy Trinity—Pr. Paul Breddin, Interim 

Avoca:  Trinity, Pr. Eric Meissner 

Badger:  Badger Lutheran, Pr. Darryl Landsverk 

Bode:  St. Olaf Lutheran, Pr. Steve Bliss 

Boyden:  St. John, Pr. Dan Hart  
  Clarksville:  New Life, Call process 

Dorchester:  Waterloo Ridge, Pr. Allen Hermeier 

Eagle Grove:  Evangelical Lutheran, Pr. Jason Cooper 

Eagle Grove:  Samuel Lutheran, Pr.  Rich Taylor 

Ellsworth:  Trinity, Pr. Christopher Staley 

Emmons, MN:  Emmons, Pr. Christopher Martin 

Gilmore City:  First, Dan Buhs, Pastoral Associate 

Grafton:  Emmanuel, Pr. Solveig Zamzow 

Gunder:  Marion, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

+Huxley:  Shepherd of the Prairie, Scott Licht, Pr. Assoc.  

Laurens:  Bethany, Pr. Jerry Wittmus  

Manchester:  First, Pr. Tony Ede 

+Monona, Faith:  Call process 

+Northwood:  Peace, Pr. Barbara Wills 

Palmer:  St. John’s,  

Plainfield:  St. John, Pr. Kim Thacker 

Readlyn: St. Matthew, Pr. Mark Lund 

Readlyn:  Zion, Pr. Mark Lund 

Ruthven:  Zion, Pr. Thomas Summerfield  

St. Ansgar:  First, Pr. Paul Weeg 

St. Olaf:  Norway, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Sheldon:  St. Paul, Pr. Craig Nissen 

+Sibley:  Faith, Pr. Tim Nappe  

Spencer:  Trinity 
   +Strawberry Pt.:  Mission in Christ, Call process   

Thor:  Ullensvang, Pr. Darryl Landsverk  

Waterville. Old East Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 

Waukon:  Old West Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 
 

+ indicates mission congregation 

Mission District Support 
 

Checks sent to the Mission District for support should 

be made out to the Iowa Mission District, NALC, and 

mailed to Pastor Christopher Staley, PO Box 32, 

Ellsworth, IA  50075-0032.  Correspondence for Pastor 

Marshall Hahn, Mission District Secretary, should be 

sent to PO Box 56, St. Olaf, IA  52072-0057.   

Please note this change in Pastor Hahn’s address. 
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