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News and Notes 

From Around the Mission District 

Request 
Emmanuel Lutheran of Rochester is looking for altar candle holders for their Worship Services. Some 

congregations have gone to liquid wax candles and may have old brass candle holders sitting around unused. If 

anyone has candle holders they are no longer using, the folks at Emmanuel would love to receive such a gift. 

Please contact Pastor David Steffenson at pastordavesteffenson@gmail.com.   If any congregations in our 

Mission District have other worship items not being used, please consider offering them to mission 

congregations that might be in need of such items.  Thank you! 

Ascension Day Worship 

Pastor Kris Snyder, pastor at Our Saviours, Ackley, invites all congregations/

pastors to its annual Ascension Day service on May 29, 2014.  They will gather 

at 10:30 AM, have a guest preacher, Holy Communion, and fellowship/food 

after the service.   

Left:  “Ascension”, oil on canvas, 

by John Singleton, painted in 1775. 

 On Thursday, February 20th, a fire broke out in a 

fertilizer storage facility in the town of Northwood.  Concerns 

about  the possibility of hazardous gases being released into 

the air resulted in the evacuation of the citizens of Northwood.  

Members of Peace Lutheran scattered with other residents—

some to Kensett where they were welcomed at the community 

center, others to the homes of family or friends, and still 

others to hotels in other nearby communities.  “All’s well that 

ends well”, and the fire was finally brought under control and 

extinguished without major personal injury or air pollution.  

We give thanks for those in our community who risked their 

own safety to protect us, those in other communities who 

offered help in too many ways to mention, and for the prayers 

and expressed concerns of those in our Mission District and 

national office of the NALC.         

Blessings to you all! 

Pastor Barbara Wills 

Above:  Smoke from the fire as it ap-

peared from the home of one of the 

Peace Lutheran Church members. 
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Since the fall of humanity noted in the third chapter in Genesis, God has been on a mission to 

redeem sinful humanity and restore the intimate relationship that God enjoyed with people and 

that people enjoyed with one another as well as creation. Jesus has brought about redemption 

and inaugurated His Kingdom. As Lutherans we understand that we have been claimed and 

called by the Spirit enlivened Word to join God in proclaiming His redemption, live as citizens 

of The Kingdom and invite others to do the same. 

 

As claimed and called Christians God has graciously given us: 1) an identity as children of God, 

2) a worldwide community or communion to belong to, as well as 3) meaning and purpose as 

we participate in God’s mission. 

 

I had the great joy of training young missionaries from all over southern South America. They 

never knew exactly where they might end up and so I would teach them the basics of living out 

their faith in any context. To help them remember the process I made up a rap (as in rap music) 

and taught it to them. Witnessing to our faith is, of course, the calling of all Christians. In class, 

as well as with the rap, I would talk about our witness as a dance between two partners – God’s 

Word and God’s world. If one were to enter a large ballroom and the first thing you have is a 

view from a distance - an overview – a global view. Then as you begin to cross the room you 

have the view of a table or group of tables – a local view. And then as you engage in 

conversation and dance with one person you hear their story and gain – a personal view. This 

“glocanal” (global, local and personal) approach can be used by anyone as they look into the 

Word and seek to apply it to their world or context. We develop a “global” sense of the entire 

biblical narrative, a “local” sense of the author, book and chapter, as well as a “personal” sense 

of how God might be coming to us, speaking to us, by way of a particular passage or verse. 

Similarly we develop a “global” view of our world - current global realities and regional 

worldviews, a “local” perspective of our local and area communities and issues, and then finally 

we utilize a “personal” view as we enter into the life and life-story of another. The challenge, of 

course, is to relate God’s Word to our world and, in a loving way, to our life and the lives of our 

neighbors. Our best instructor in this process is, of course, the Holy Spirit. The Spirit works in 

our faith community to help us discern the Word and the World. As a result this lifelong 

process begins with, continues with and ends with corporate and individual prayer. 

 

This approach to exegeting (analyzing) God’s Word and God’s world is nothing new. My 

illustration of the dance is just one approach to ministry, mission, witness and discipleship. God 

has invited us all to a grand ball. As pastors, our job is not to dance for everyone but rather to be 

dance coaches – player coaches that dance and coach. We welcome, instruct and cheer all as 

they learn the dance – young, old, new Christians and lifelong believers, the young and athletic 

as well as those that may have challenges. My wife’s cousin recently passed away as a young 

man in his thirties. Kurt was mentally challenged and yet Kurt shared his faith and love for 

Jesus with hundreds. Twelve hundred people came to Kurt’s funeral and many of them talked 

about how Kurt had impacted their faith and eternal destiny. We don’t need to be rocket 

scientists or master theologians to be a witness. Every believer is a disciple and every disciple is 

a witness – a missionary. As missionaries we are to engage in this ongoing dance between two 

partners: partner one - God’s Word; and partner two - God’s world. And all of our Spirit filled 

and Spirit led dancing is for God’s glory. “Wanna” dance? 

The Dance 

Pastor Thomas Summerfield 

Zion Lutheran, Ruthven, IA 



Upcoming Events 
 

April 28-29, 2014—Second Annual Iowa Mission 
District  Pastors’ Retreat at Okiboji.  Contact 
Pastor Christopher Staley at cbstaley@netins.net 
to register. 
   

July 24-25, 2014—NALC Convocation in  
Charleston, SC 
 

August 8-9—Iowa Mission District Conference on 
House Churches.  Pastor Gemechis Buba, 
presenter.  More information will be coming. 
 

October 11, 2014—Iowa Mission District 
Convocation.  Location to be determined. 

The Lutheran Confessions 
    

 In The Book of Concord, the sub-title to 

“The Augsburg Confession” is:  “A 

Confession of Faith Presented in 

Augsburg by certain Princes and 

Cities to His Imperial Majesty 

Charles V (5th) in the Year 1530”.  

Interestingly, and contrary to the modern way of 

doing things, church councils and assemblies 

under the leadership of monarchs were often 

convened by national rulers.  In this case, 

Emperor Charles V, sent out a summons  in 

January of 1530 to the princes and 

representatives of cities in the German 

provinces, inviting them to gather in April to 

discuss the religious differences that had 

brought disunity to the area since the beginning 

of the Reformation.  This was a time when each 

city or province had previously been Roman 

Catholic, and the Church and state had acted in 

tandem—most of the time.   The Reformation 

disrupted this way of life, since some princes 

chose to follow the teachings of Luther and the 

other reformers, while others vehemently 

maintained their loyalty to the Roman Catholic 

Church. Charles wanted to wage war on the 

Turks, and in order to have a united military 

front in that war, he needed to resolve the heated 

religious differences that divided the leaders of 

the smaller provinces that were subject to him. 

 Using some earlier documents regarding 

the faith being taught by the reformers, it was 

decided by those in authority among the  leaders 

in the Lutheran provinces that a common 

Lutheran statement of beliefs should be written 

and presented to Emperor Charles at Augsburg.  

The Lutherans wanted to emphasize the areas of 

agreement with Rome, and not be lumped 

together with other dissidents in the religious 

debates.  Philip Melanchthon, Luther’s good 

friend and colleague, was chosen to do the 

actual writing, but used earlier documents and 

frequently corresponded with Luther during the 

process of writing this important document.  The 

emperor’s instructions were that the texts be 

presented in both German and Latin (the 

Mission District Support 
 

Checks sent to the Mission District for support should be made 

out to the Iowa Mission District, NALC, and mailed to Pastor 

Christopher Staley, PO Box 32, Ellsworth, IA  50075-0032.  

Correspondence should be sent to Pastor Marshall Hahn, 

Mission District Secretary, at PO Box 57, St. Olaf, IA  52072-

0057. 

common language of the people and the 

language of the Church).  Because of slight 

differences in translation from the two languages, 

both translations are included in The Book of 

Concord. 

 There are twenty-eight articles in “The 

Augsburg Confession”, and they cover such topics 

as the nature and essence of God (Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit), original sin, justification, the 

office of ministry, Holy Baptism, Confession and 

Repentance, the use of the Sacraments, the 

church’s relationship with civil government , 

faith and good works, and more.  The document 

was signed by nine civil leaders, including several 

dukes, one margrave (a title originally given to 

the commander of troops protecting a territorial 

border, but since it often became hereditary, it 

was used as the title for subsequent rulers of the 

territory), a prince and two city mayors and their 

councils.   

 “The Augsburg Confession” has stood the 

test of time, and has become one of the primary 

confessions by which Lutheran have defined 

themselves through the centuries. 
 

(Information and excerpts from  Luther’s Small Catechism, 
pp336-337, The Book of Concord,  as translated and edited 
by Theodore G. Tappert. 
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Mission District News 
 

 The Mission District 

newsletter is an important way for the 

congregations of the Iowa Mission 

District to stay connected.  We hope 

you will make use of this publication 

to share news from your 

congregation.  Please e-mail 

pictures and information you would 

like to share to Pastor Barbara Wills 

at barbarawills@mchsi.com.   

 The newsletter may be printed 

by each congregation and distributed 

to members, copied directly into your 

congregational newsletter, and/or 

forwarded to those who have e-mail 

addresses.  We hope the newsletter 

will be helpful in providing mutual 

support and exchange of information 

among the congregations in our 

mission district.   

Iowa Mission District Leadership 
 

Pastor Ken Kimball, Dean—pastrken@acegroup.cc 

Pastor Marshall Hahn, Secretary—stolafparish@neitel.net  

Pastor Christopher Staley, Treasurer—cbstaley@netins.net 
 

Executive Council Members: 

Pastor Darryl Landsverk—blcpd@wccta.net 

Pastor Barbara Wills—barbarawills@mchsi.com 

Brent Bruns—bvbruns@neitel.net 

Sheldon Bieri—5somewhere@laurens-ia.com  
Gregory Olson—golson@ruthventel.com  
 

Newsletter Editor:  Pastor Barbara Wills—barbarawills@mchsi.com  

The Iowa Mission  District 

now has 33 congregations! 

Congregations  Relating to the 

Iowa Mission District 
 

+Rochester, MN:  Emmanuel,  Pr. David 
Steffenson 

Congregations of the Iowa Mission District 
 

Ackley:  Our Saviour’s, Pr. Kris Snyder 

+Atlantic:  Holy Trinity—Pr. Paul Breddin, Interim 

Avoca:  Trinity, Pr. Eric Meissner 

Badger:  Badger Lutheran, Pr. Darryl Landsverk 

Boyden:  St. John, Pr. Dan Hart  
  Clarksville:  New Life, Call process 

Dorchester:  Waterloo Ridge, Pr. Allen Hermeier 

Eagle Grove:  Evangelical Lutheran, Pr. Jason Cooper 

Eagle Grove:  Samuel Lutheran, Pr.  Rich Taylor 

Ellsworth:  Trinity, Pr. Christopher Staley 

Emmons, MN:  Emmons, Pr. Christopher Martin 

Gilmore City:  First, Dan Buhs, Pastoral Associate 

Grafton:  Emmanuel, Pr. Solveig Zamzow 

Gunder:  Marion, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

+Huxley:  Shepherd of the Prairie, Scott Licht, Pr. Assoc.  

Laurens:  Bethany, Pr. Jerry Wittmus  

Manchester:  First, Pr. Tony Ede; Pr. Jean Rabary 

+Monona, Faith:  Call process 

+Northwood:  Peace, Pr. Barbara Wills 

Palmer:  St. John’s,  

Plainfield:  St. John, Pr. Kim Thacker 

Readlyn: St. Matthew, Pr. Mark Lund 

Readlyn:  Zion, Pr. Mark Lund 

Ruthven:  Zion, Pr. Thomas Summerfield  

St. Ansgar:  First, Pr. Paul Weeg 

St. Olaf:  Norway, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Sheldon:  St. Paul, Pr. Craig Nissen 

+Sibley:  Faith, Pr. Tim Nappe  

Spencer:  Trinity 
   +Strawberry Pt.:  Mission in Christ, Call process   

Thor:  Ullensvang, Pr. Darryl Landsverk  

Waterville. Old East Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 

Waukon:  Old West Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 
 

+ indicates mission congregation 
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