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Iowa Mission District Executive Committee 
 

 
The Executive Council of the Iowa Mission District met 
for their biannual meeting on All Saints’ Day, November 

1, 2014.  Because Dean Hahn had not been able to attend 
the Mission District convocation on October 11th,  at 

which time the newly elected officers were installed, one 
of the first orders of business at the Council meeting was 

to install the new Dean.  Pastor Solveig Zamzow, 
Mission District Secretary, performed this duty, and 
Pastor Hahn has now been duly installed as our new 

Dean. 
 

Among the other items of business the Council members 
addressed were the dates of the annual Mission District 

Pastors’ Retreat (which is scheduled for April 6-7, 2015) 
and the 2015 Iowa Mission District Convocation (set for 
Saturday, September 19th). 
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Upcoming Events 
 

April 6-7, 2015—Iowa Mission 
District  Pastors’ Retreat 
 

August 13-14, 2015—NALC 
Convocation in Dallas, Texas. 
 

September  19, 2015—Iowa Mission 
District Convocation.  Keynote 
Speaker will be Bishop Bradosky. 

This and That from around 
The Iowa Mission District 

Mission Festival 
 

Pastor Dan Hart and his wife, Bev, were participants in the “Abida:  Hearts on Fire” mission festival 
held in Hilliard, Ohio, November 6-8.  Pastors Amy Schifrin (President of the North American Lutheran 
Seminary) and Gemechis Buba (Assistant to the Bishop for Missions) were two of the presenters. 

Confirmation Rally 
 

 On October  26th confirmation 

students from around the Iowa 
Mission District gathered at First 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Manchester where Pastor Tony Ede 

hosted the event.  Pastor Ian Wolfe 

taught students that “The Catechism 
is for Life”, and the 42 students and 
adults who attended enjoyed a day of 
study, worship, fellowship, and good 



An End Or A Continuation 
 

Pastor Paul F. Breddin 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Atlantic, Iowa 

“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” (Luke 19:10) 
 

 The Iowa Mission District of the North American Lutheran Church is approaching the end of its 
year of emphasis on mission. But is it the end? With the coming once again of Advent we are reminded 
of Christ's second coming at the end of time, even as we prepare for the anniversary of His first 
coming. 
 Christ came to this earth on a mission, as Luke 19:10 tells us. He came to save people from sin, 
death, and the power of the devil. He came to save them from eternal condemnation, and instead offer 
them forgiveness of sins, eternal life, and salvation. Prior to His glorious resurrection, He 
commissioned His disciples to spread the saving Gospel throughout the world. He assured them that 
He would always be with them to encourage and strengthen them on what would be their mission. 
 That mission has not concluded. It still has places to go and people to reach. There are still 
places that forbid Christian outreach and worship. There are still places where Christians are 
persecuted. The Church of Jesus Christ is therefore still evangelizing and must continue to do so, since 
our blessed Savior has not returned. The Good News of Jesus Christ still needs to be proclaimed at 
home and abroad in order to bring people to saving faith. 
 In Acts 1:8 Jesus tells His disciples, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth.”  The Church comprises Christ's disciples. It always has and it always will. The Church 
definitely has mission work to do here in its own back yard. My wife and I recently attended the 
ordinations of our son and daughter-in-law in very Lutheran North Dakota. While there we were 
informed that 30% of the inhabitants of the county where they are pastors are unchurched. I'm sure 
that that figure is not very different elsewhere in the USA. So the Church has not only to evangelize but 
also to re-evangelize.  
 Over the years in our travels to Europe, my wife and I have seen churches which have been 
turned into restaurants, art galleries, and so on. As secularism has grown in Europe and in the west, 
church attendance has declined. We were informed last year when we were in Scotland that only 5% of 
Scots are practicing Christians.  Yes, the Church cannot say that its commission to proclaim the Gospel 
is a thing of  the past. 
 Dr. Martin Luther of blessed memory wrote: “After we have learned to know God in His Son 
and have received the forgiveness of sins and the Holy Spirit, who endues hearts with joy and with 
the peace of soul by which we look with contempt on sin and death, what remains to be done? Go, 
and do not be silent. You are not the only one to be saved; the remaining mutitude of men should also 
be preserved.” (Weimar Edition of Luther's Works 44, 612). 
 My wife and I were privileged to serve as missionaries in Papua New Guinea for over 20 years. 
We have witnessed how the Gospel can change lives, leading people to a faith that glows with joy and 
gratitude. 
 In an era of political correctness and unquestioning acceptance of the beliefs of others, the 
Church of Jesus Christ needs to continually ask itself if it really believes in Jesus' claims of who He is; if 
it really believes in what He says; if it really believes that the Bible is God's Holy Word; if it really 
believes that Jesus is the Way, the Truth, the Life, and that only through Him can humanity be 
reconciled with God. If it does believe, then it must continue on its Christ-given mission to evangelize, 
to baptize in the name of the Triune God, and to teach Scriptural truth. 
 The Iowa Mission District’s year of emphasis on mission may be coming to an end, but the 
emphasis will always be ongoing, because there are always people who have never heard the story of 
Jesus, and always people who need to rehear it. The Church of Jesus Christ is called and commissioned 
to be an evangelizing Church by none other than Jesus Christ Himself. God-willing, it never forgets or 
ignores this commission. 



Born February 16, 
1497,  in Bretten, Germany, Philipp 
Schwartzerdt (Melanchthon is the 
Greek translation of Schwartzerdt) 
was one of Martin Luther’s best known 
colleagues during the time of the 
Reformation.  He is considered the 
first systematic theologian of the 
Protestant Reformation.  
 In 1507 (at the age of ten), 
Philipp was sent to the  Latin school at 
Pforzheim, where the rector, Georg 
Simler of Wimpfen, introduced  him to 
Latin and Greek poets and Aristotle.  
He was also influenced by one of his 
great-uncles , a humanist.  It was this 
uncle who suggested the change in his 
name from Schwartzerdt (which 
means “black earth” ) to the Greek 
equivalent, Melanchthon.  This was  a 
common practice among humanists of 
the time. 
 In 1509, Melanchthon, still very 
young, entered the University of 
Heidelberg, where he studied 
philosophy, rhetoric, and astronomy.  
He was known as a good scholar, but 
was refused the degree of master in 
1512 because of his young age. 
 From Heidelberg Melanchthon 
went to Tubingen, where he continued 
his humanist studies as well as 
jurisprudence, mathematics and 
medicine.    After receiving his 
Master’s degree  in 1516 (at the age of 
19), he began to study theology.  These 
studies led him to believe that true 
Christianity was different from the 
scholastic theology he had been taught 
at the university.  Although he taught 
at the university in Tubingen,  his 
understanding of Christianity was  in 
opposition to the teachings at the 

Meet the Reformers: 
Philipp Melanchthon 

university, and he 
accepted a call from 
Dr. Martin Luther to 
teach at the 
University of 
Wittenberg.  At the 
age of 21, 
Melanchton became 
a professor of the Greek language.  He 
studied the Scriptures (particularly the 
writings of the Apostle Paul) and 
Evangelical doctrine.  In 1519 he was a 
spectator at the disputation of Leipzig.  
His studies continued and he earned the 
degree of “Bachelor of Theology” . 
 On November 25, 1520, Philipp 
Melanchthon married Katharina Krapp, 
the daughter of Wittenberg’s mayor.   
 Melanchthon continued to teach 
and write, as a dedicated Reformer, and 
is perhaps best known as the primary 
author of the Augsburg  Confession.  
During the later years of his life, he was 
at times criticized by other reformers 
for a number of his opinions and 
decisions, some of which he later 
regretted.   
 Following Martin Luther’s death, 
Melanchthon was one of the leaders 
among the reformers in Germany.  
Controversies on the Lord’s Supper 
caused him great bitterness in the last 
years of his life,  particularly the  
disputes with the Calvinists in regard to 
the real presence of Christ in the 
Sacrament. 
 Philip Melanchthon died  at the 
age of 63 (April 19, 1560) from a severe 
cold that he had contracted on a journey 
to Leipzig in March.   In the final 
analysis, although Melanchthon 
sometimes had his differences with 
Luther and other reformers, he was a 
man of humility, modesty, noble 
character, and deep piety. 
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Mission District News 
 

 The Mission District newsletter is an 

important way for the congregations of the 

Iowa Mission District to stay connected.  

We hope you will make use of this 

publication to share news from your 

congregation.  Please e-mail pictures and 

information you would like to share to 

Pastor Barbara Wills at 

barbarawills@mchsi.com.   

 The newsletter may be printed by 

each congregation and distributed to 

members, copied directly into your 

congregational newsletter, and/or forwarded 

to those who have e-mail addresses.  We 

hope the newsletter will be helpful in 

providing mutual support and exchange of 

information among the congregations in our 

mission district.   

Iowa Mission District Leadership 
 

Pastor Marshall Hahn, Dean—stolafparish@neitel.net  

Pastor Solveig Zamzow, Secretary—PastorZ@wctatel.net 

Pastor Christopher Staley, Treasurer—cbstaley@netins.net 
 

Executive Council Members: 

Pastor Darryl Landsverk—blcpd@wccta.net 

Pastor Barbara Wills—barbarawills@mchsi.com 

Pastor Allen Hermeier—handahermeier@mchsi.com 

Brent Bruns—bvbruns@neitel.net 

Sheldon Bieri—5somewhere@laurens-ia.com  
Gregory Olson—golson@ruthventel.com  
 

Newsletter Editor:  Pastor Barbara Wills—barbarawills@mchsi.com  

Congregations of the Iowa Mission District 
 

Ackley:  Our Saviour’s, Pr. Kris Snyder 

+Atlantic:  Holy Trinity—Pr. Paul Breddin, Interim 

Avoca:  Trinity, Pr. Eric Meissner 

Badger:  Badger Lutheran, Pr. Darryl Landsverk 

Bode:  St. Olaf Lutheran, Pr. Steve Bliss 

Boyden:  St. John, Pr. Dan Hart  
  Clarksville:  New Life, Call process 

Dorchester:  Waterloo Ridge, Pr. Allen Hermeier 

Eagle Grove:  Evangelical Lutheran, Pr. Jason Cooper 

Eagle Grove:  Samuel Lutheran, Pr.  Rich Taylor 

Ellsworth:  Trinity, Pr. Christopher Staley 

Emmons, MN:  Emmons, Pr. Christopher Martin 

Gilmore City:  First, Dan Buhs, Pastoral Associate 

Grafton:  Emmanuel, Pr. Solveig Zamzow 

Gunder:  Marion, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

+Huxley:  Shepherd of the Prairie, Scott Licht, Pr. Assoc.  

Laurens:  Bethany, Pr. Jerry Wittmus  

Manchester:  First, Pr. Tony Ede 

+Monona, Faith:  Call process 

+Northwood:  Peace, Pr. Barbara Wills 

Palmer:  St. John’s,  

Plainfield:  St. John, Pr. Kim Thacker 

Readlyn: St. Matthew, Pr. Mark Lund 

Readlyn:  Zion, Pr. Mark Lund 

+Rochester, MN:  Emmanuel,  Pr. David Steffenson 

Ruthven:  Zion, Pr. Thomas Summerfield  

St. Ansgar:  First, Pr. Paul Weeg 

St. Olaf:  Norway, Pr. Marshall Hahn 

Sheldon:  St. Paul, Pr. Craig Nissen 

+Sibley:  Faith, Pr. Tim Nappe  

Spencer:  Trinity 
   +Strawberry Pt.:  Mission in Christ, Call process   

Thor:  Ullensvang, Pr. Darryl Landsverk  

Waterville. Old East Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 

Waukon:  Old West Paint Creek, Pr. Ken Kimball 
 

+ indicates mission congregation 

Mission District Support 
 

Checks sent to the Mission District for support should 

be made out to the Iowa Mission District, NALC, and 

mailed to Pastor Christopher Staley, PO Box 32, 

Ellsworth, IA  50075-0032.  Correspondence for Pastor 

Solveig Zamzow, Mission District Secretary, should be 

sent to PO Box 282, Grafton, IA  50440  

 

The Iowa Mission  District 

now has 35 congregations! 

mailto:barbarawills@mchsi.com
mailto:stolafparish@neitel.net
mailto:PastorZ@wctatel.net
mailto:cbstaley@netins.net
mailto:blcpd@wccta.net
mailto:barbarawills@mchsi.com
mailto:handahermeier@mchsi.com
mailto:bvbruns@neitel.net
mailto:5somewhere@laurens-ia.com
mailto:golson@ruthventel.com
mailto:barbarawills@mchsi.com

